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HILLTOP RANCH 
for young people 15-25 


Your opportunity to point young people to Christ. 





YOUR HELP is urgently needed NOW! 
@ Over $200,000 worth of land, buildings and equipment (including a 50’ x 100’ 
swimming pool!) give Hilltop the finest young people’s ranch in the 
entire country! 
@ Facilities are being expanded to accommodate nearly 200 campers each 
week next summer. 


@ Food, recreation, counselling, instruction, and spiritual guidance are the best! 





| lee Made possible only through the interest and investment of older 
Christians. $150,000 still needed to pay off the debt. 
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For further details, write 


175 acres of rolling wood- 
land, fields and streams PASTOR GEORGE A. PALMER, 
.. + all dedicated to Jesus P.O. Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Christ. 














A YOUNG MAN SAVED 


HERE are many well-meaning Christians today who 

limit their ministry to the soul. They think that a mis- 
sionary organization ought not to engage in the relief of 
bodily suffering. But the American Mission to Greeks does 
not believe in that philosophy. In a country like Greece, 
where there is such physical suffering, how is it possible 
to disregard the hunger of the stomach, the nakedness of 
the body, the cold of winter, the ills of the poor? How do 
you expect a hungry child to believe you when you tell 
him that Jesus loves him, if you yourself refuse to share 
your blessings with him? We believe that the ministry to 
body and soul go together, and there is every indication 
that the blessing of God has been upon us as a result of 
this policy. 

Here is an illustration of how perfectly these complement 
each other. While our Relief Director, Major Constantin 
Kalonaros, was in Greece a few months ago, he was told 
of a young man, just 20 years old, who was found to be 
tubercular while undergoing a routine medical check-up. 
This was in connection with his first job, which he had 
found only after great difficulty. Immediately we had him 
admitted to the Sanitarium of Soteria in Athens and pro- 
vided all the medicine he needed. His treatments were be- 
gun right away. We showed this young boy our love in 
a practical way. Then we gave him a New Testament and 
some other evangelistic literature to read. Emmanuel had 
never come in contact with Evangelicals before, never 
heard a Gospel message. Now he was receiving a practical 
sermon in the form of medicine, food and whatever he 
needed in his hour of illness and desperation, plus the 
written Word of God. Is that real missionary work? Well, 
here is a letter which Emmanuel just wrote to Mr. 
Kalonaros: 

“If you could only come here for a minute to see me, you 
would be greatly surprised at how I have changed. It shows 
all over me. I have become a new man. In fact, I am no 
longer the same Emmanuel, that young man of 20 whom 
you knew, but a baby three months old. My dreadful ill- 
ness became the cause of my transformation. It brought 
me under the hearing of the Gospel. Ah, how strong is the 
love of Jesus Christ! Happy are those people who live it. 
I am extremely poor; I have nowhere to go, and not a 
single cent in my pocket; but I want to assure you that 
I am not worried about the future, because I have Christ 
as my guide and provider. I should like to prepare myself 
to be a Gospel worker and serve the Lord, because I want 
to preach the truth and bring light to those of my fellow 
Greeks who are in spiritual darkness. With the knowledge 
that I have acquired through the books which you gave 
me, I have already become something of an evangelist. 
Here at the sanitarium I organized a Gospel meeting where 
I had the opportunity of addressing 200 fellow-patients. I 
also wrote an article for the newspaper about faith in 
Jesus Christ. I want you to help me in my desire to serve 
the Lord. I am very anxious to enter the Macedonian 
Bible Institute in Katerini. When I am discharged from 
the hospital as cured, I should hate to become a burden 
on others. I hope to be leaving here on October 15. Where 
I shall go I do not know, but He who changed me com- 
pletely, and whose I am, knows and will take care of me. 


Emmanuel Sigourakos” 


Doesn’t that letter make your heart en 7 with joy? Oh, 
we hope that you will pray for Emmanuel! We hope that 
you will want to help him. He has no one in this world 


to look to. He wants to attend our Bible Institute in 
Macedonia and then go down to Sparta, his home town, 
and establish a Gospel work. The support of this young 
man would be $25.00 a month at the Institute. God will 
surely hold us accountable if we refuse him. Then, too, 
he has so many pressing needs now for clothing, food and 
money. And this is _ one case. We could present many 
others. It pays to relieve the body while you win the soul 
to Christ. Let us do just that this Christmas. We want to 
supply at least 2,000 individual food packages at only $1 
each, and the package contains: 5 Ibs. of butter, 5 Ibs. of 
cheese, 5 Ibs. of beans and 7 lbs. of rice. How many of 
these will you supply? 

Now do you see the value of caring for the body and the 
soul? Here is what God’s Word says about the matter: 
“Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother in 
need (in this case, Emmanuel and others like him), and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let 
us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth.” (I John 3:17, 18) Do you really love God? Then 
here is a challenge from Him for you to show it in deed, 
by sending a gift to the American Mission to Greeks, Dept. 
E, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 


A REPORT ON THE RELIEF 
MINISTRY OF THE AMERICAN 
MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


We wish to give to our readers a report of the relief min- 
istry during the years 1954-1956. 


Drugs 

Streptomycin 57,000 1 gr. vials 
PAS tablets 50,000 

Rimifon tablets 500,000 
Penicillin 40,000 | gr. vials 
Various drugs worth $21,300.00 
Clothing 


600 22-lb. packages to individual families. 

The expenditure for packing and shipping of these pack- 
ages amounted to $3,213.00. 

181,000 Ibs. of clothing were sent to various institutions. 
200 all wool blankets to our Orphanage in Katerini. 
Food 

3,246 individual food packages valued at $20,460.00. 
12,246 U. S. individual 22-lb. food packages to needy fam- 
ilies. . 

U. S. Surplus food commodities 


Butter 129,628 Ibs. 
Milk 226,934 Ibs. 
Cheese 191,127 Ibs. 
Butter Oil 30,026 Ibs. 
Beans 80,600 Ibs. 
Rice 80,000 Ibs. 


In this connection may we state that the American Mission 
to Greeks is registered with the Advisory Committee on 
Voluntary Foreign Aid of the International Cooperation 
Administration of the United States Government. 


Relief in Cash 
For building and operating Orphanage and Youth Camp 


in Katerini, Macedonia $114,880.00 
To individuals and needy families $18,000.00 
For Earthquake Relief $3,000.00 


Rev. Spiros Zopniates, General Secretary 





AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. | ».0. sox 423, New YorK 36,N. Y. 


CANADA 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





THANKS AND NO THANKS ON RACE ARTICLE 


Thanks be to God for Joseph Bayly’s arti- 
cle in October’s Erernity. I look for, and 
seldom find, such conviction in evangelical 
circles re racial prejudice. 

As Bayly points out, Bible-believing Chris- 
tians who favor segregation of the “inferior” 
Negro are not reading their Bibles aright. 

WituiaM R. STACKHOUSE 


New York, N. Y. 


. . . In my opinion this is an immoral 
article and socialist propaganda. 
DisAPPOINTED SUBSCRIBER 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


. . It was one of the clearest and best 
articles. . . . Although born in Florida, 
educated and reared there and in Alabama, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and now in seminary 
in Texas, I have felt that segregation was 
unjust, unethical, and unChristian. . . . So 
many Christians are silent, or worse, are 
even accepting as Christian the worldly 
attitude of hate and superiority. 

J. Martin BALDREE, jr. 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


Joe Bayly has done a thoroughly good job 
in his article “A Northern Christian Looks 
at the Race Question.” 

. In the New York Times Magazine 
for September 23, there is an excellent 
article written by a Southern Negro educa- 
tor, which should be read by all thoughtful 
Christians. Among other things he says, 
“The reasons they (Southerners) give for 
insisting on racial segregation are defined 
as sociological and cultural rather than 
moral or ethical or even humane. No 
Southern white opinion, respectable or 
otherwise, has, in the past half-century, 
seriously ventured a moral or ethical or 
humane justification of the Southern way 
of life.” 

‘Trep BENSON 


Of all the many articles I have read on 
the pros and cons of integration and the 
race problem, Mr. Bayly’s article in the 
October issue is by far the most excellent, 
unbiased, and truly Christian exposition of 
the subject I have come across. He discusses 
and answers many of the questions that 
other articles on the same subject either 
omit or ignore. 

Mrs. Dick Pruitt 
Anderson, S. C. 


. As a white Southern woman, I deeply 
resent Mr. Bayly’s comparison of the South 
with Germany under Hitler. 

The Southern Negro is not mistreated. 
Walk down untold numbers of the streets 
of New Orleans and you will see Negro 
and white living in the same block. 

- -- I am im agreement with Gunnar 
Myrdal, also. White Southerners take the 
stand for segregation because of racial and 
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cultural factors of the Negro and not be- 
cause of heredity. With every new privilege 
comes a responsibility, and the average 
Negro of the South is not capable of as- 
suming full community responsibilities, nor 
is he ready to take his place beside the 
white man. 

Mrs. Epwarb M. COLLEY 
New Orleans, La. 


. .. I was utterly amazed that you would 
allow such an article to be published in 
your paper. It is extremely sad that there 
is so much crass ignorance displayed by 
people who do not live in the South, on 
the race question. . . . Our Negroes are 
treated ten times better in the South than 
any Northern city can boast of—we have no 
Harlems or race riots. They enjoy privileges 
and a decent place to live far beyond any 
other section. ... 

Mrs. Gitbert F. Doucias 
Birmingham, Ala. 


. Life magazine has done a much bet- 
ter job of covering the problem than Mr. 
Bayly. The few paragraphs that would con- 
ciliate in the article in ETERNITY are so short 
and weak. 

Mrs. T. J. Ozpun, Sr. 
Wilmington, Del. 


A PROPHET 


Just a word of deep appreciation for the 
two articles by A. W. Tozer. By all means 
let us have more. Here indeed is a prophet 
of the day. 

ALFRED JACKSON 
Williamsport, Pa. 


ABLE ARTICLES 


. Between forty-five and fifty religious 
magazines come to my home, but yours is 
among the best. I thank God for your able 
articles in which you “earnestly contend for 
the faith.” May God continue to sustain 
you and give you as many years of active 
ministry as He has so graciously given the 
writer, who has had the honor of serving 
Him nearly seventy years, and is now near- 
ing his 94th birthday. 

F. H. RossitTEr 
Spokane, Wash. 


FACTS ON AFRICAN CHALLENGE 


A number of interested friends as well as 
members of our Mission family have been 
considerably disturbed over the review of 
Through Ebony Eyes in the September issue 
of Erernity. Such statements in the review 
as “and lack of vital interest on the part of 
their Mission leaders” would leave the im- 
pression that the Mission leaders did not 
encourage the African Challenge project and 
cooperate therein. 

Actually such is far from the fact. From 
its very inception in June, 1951, the Afri- 
can Challenge was a united, all-out effort 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Address 


City State 


The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street 
New York 36, New York 
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SADNESS 


to 
SUNSHINE 





San Chie Male The Rédeines 


Tonight as you go to sleep thank God that you have a bed and that your children do not have to sleep in 
a barn or in a refugee camp. 

Last winter the Continent of Europe suffered the worst weather of the century. Tens of thousands were 
made homeless and in certain distressed areas thousands of others were isolated from the out- 
side world and threatened with starvation. A new winter confronts them. Today many of them 
have not fully recovered from the disaster that struck them. And they face the coming winter 
with fear and forboding in their hearts. 





From Greece, Germany, Austria and Yugoslavia difference. Yes, you can bring the 
we have received many heart-rending appeals for sm SUNSHINE of God’s love into 
from God’s own children who have gone throug their SADDENED lives. 
much suffering. Stretch out your hand of love 
Added to this we have the plight of Europe's refu- across the ocean to your brothers 
gees who live under depressing and dismal circum- and sisters in Christ. Life will take Rev. Douglas G. Stewart 
stances. One typical family writes: on a new meaning for you when Director 
“As refugees from the Communists, we you realize that your gift will bring SUNSHINE into 
have lost everything. We are forced to live hearts that have had so much darkness. 
in a barn. There are eight of us in our family. Send your gift today. YOU CAN MAKE THE 
Three sacks filled with straw serve as our DIFFERENCE. Please help God’s people in Europe 
beds. We plead with you for help, not for during this Christmas season. 
ourselves, but for our children. Your parcel pee ee eee ees ae see e sees 


was a direct gift from God. May He continue | 
to supply our daily bread through you.” 
How can we refuse such an appeal! ‘The best way 
I know to help these refugees is to send them CARE 
parcels. CARE parcels are already in European ware- 
houses and all that is needed to release them are your 
gifts. The European Evangelistic Crusade stands 
ready to translate your Christian love and sympathy 
into IMMEDIATE aid for these stricken people. 
In cone with the United States Government 
E organization. 


Europe’s REFUGEE FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F. R. G. S. 
European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
(Member Mission |. F. M. A.) 

811 Westview Street, Dept. E 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


and the YES, | want to bring sunshine into the saddened hearts of our 
20 Ibs of food. CARE parcels. 
$5.00 will help us send 5 packages or 100 Ibs. 
of food. a a 
$10.00 will help us send 10 packages or 200 
Ibs. of food. eli arene Bt 





$100.00 will help us send 100 packages or 
2,000 Ibs. of food. 
We need.yotr immediate help. You can make the 
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$1.00 will help us send one parcel containing Christian brethren. Enclosed is my gift Of $........ccs:s00-0 for 
I 
I 
| 
| 
I 
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LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 





Dear Reader: 


Those of you who read the “Letters to the Editor” may think 
the preponderance of our mail is uncomplimentary or critical. This, 
I'm happy to say, is not true. 


The mail commenting on the Seventh-day Adventist articles, 
for example, has been 70 per cent favorable. Joe Bayly’s article on the 
racial problem brought forth lots of complimentary letters, even a 
few from the Deep South. 


The pats on the back are not always printed because it gets a 
bit tiresome reading too many of them. We also feel it would show 
poor taste—too much like patting ourselves on the back. 


But here is one letter that came in not too long ago that I'd like 
to share with you: 


“We are new subscribers of your magazine and want to go on 
record as enjoying it more than any other we receive. I have never 
looked forward to any other periodical delivered as much as ETER- 
nity. Your articles are informative, pertinent and biblical.” 


Because so many of you are being helped, we are turning the 
tables and asking you to help us. 


Save yourself some long and vexing shopping hours by putting 
ETERNITY on the top of your shopping list. On page 19 you can 
read the details of the 1956 special Christmas offer. This permits you 
to send the magazine to your friends for twelve full months at the 
special rate. 


Your friends will appreciate receiving ETERNITY probably 
more than anything you can send them. It’s this simple: Just list 
their names and addresses in the handy form provided on page 19 
and send us your covering check; then forget your shopping worries. 


As Dr. Barnhouse says: “Now It’s Your Turn.” 


May your Christmas be joyful in the love of our Lord. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation: P=! A. Hankins. executive secretary 











A classic work 
for all time— 
books you will use 
and cherish for 

a lifetime! 









6 big rewarding 
volumes— 
beautifully bound — 
Each volume $4.50 | 
Set $24.50 ¢ 
4,800 Pages 





at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 











SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











ROBERT R. FRITSCH.—Dec. 2-5, Bible Conference, 
Point Township Lutheran Church, Northumber- 
land, Pa.; Dec. 12, 19, Bible Studies, Seibert 
Evangelical Congregational Church, Allentown, 
Pa.; Dec. 13-15, Monthly Bible Conference, Car- 
lisle, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP.—Dec. 1, 2, Grace Chapel, 
Carlisle, Pa.; Dec. 9, Gloucester County Federa- 
tion of Men‘s Bible Classes, Gloucester, N. J.; 
Dec. 9, Pawling Chapel, Phoenixville, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER.—Dec. 1, Youth for Christ, 
Baltimore, Md. 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











! i 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23; also 6, 13, 20, Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Phila hia, 
Pa.; Dec. 3, 10, 17, New York Bible 
Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y. 


ETERNITY 








HUNGRY HEARTS IN ISRAEL 


JEWS IN 


+ en from Israel tells of the great hunger of Jews 

there for the Word of God. In one city in Israel a 
crowd nearly blocked the street traffic as they gathered 
around the missionaries and clamored eagerly for God’s 
Word. An experienced missionary writes us: “The 
need for New Testaments in Israel is greater than ever 
before!” 


For a short time, recently, it was difficult to import 
Bibles and New Testaments into Israel. But prayer has 
been answered! News has reached 


ISRAEL CLAMOR FOR GOD’S WORD 


New Testaments to Jews and, as they read them, 4 of 
the Jews were saved! God’s Word is “quick and power- 
ful” and will not “return void.” 


Will you help us in this great work of giving God’s 
Word to Jews in Israel, Latin America, and other lands, 
to help in leading Jews to Christ and in building 
them up in the faith? We want you to be a partner in 
this great task of evangelizing the Jews with God’s 
Word. By your prayers and your gifts you will be hav- 

ing a blessed and glorious share 





us that the Bible depot in Haifa 
has again received an import li- 
cense to bring into Israel Bibles 
and New Testaments in Hebrew 
and all other foreign languages. 
As soon as we received this good 
news we sent a rush purchase or- 
der to the Bible Society in Lon- 
don to ship on this license thou- 
sands of Hebrew Bibles and thou- 
sands of New Testaments in He- 
brew and other languages to Israel 
for our workers to give to Jews! 
We are filled with joy over this 
continued opportunity to place 
God’s Word in the hands and 
hearts of Jews in Israel in this 
hour of their deep hunger for it. 








We are also deeply concerned to 









SOUTH 
AMERICA 


000, 000 Jews / 
in hatin Ameri 


? ! 
need God SW “i ful verse of Scripture for each 


in leading Jews to Christ with the 
Word of God. 


For a limited time we are send- 
ing each donor to our work a 
beautiful 32-page Bible Success 
Band booklet for 1957—free of 
cost. The cover picture, in full 
color, shows the town of Bethle- 
hem, and the field of the shep- 
herds, with springtime wild flow- 
ers. The booklet contains a help- 











io de Janeiro} day of the coming year, and in- 


spiring messages by the late Dr. 
James M. Gray, and Lady Mont- 
gomery. The booklet will bring 


rich blessing to your soul. It is 
now ready for mailing to each 


one who sends a gift for the 
work of spreading God’s Word. 


give God’s Word in Spanish and 
Portuguese and other languages to 
great multitudes of Jews in Latin 
America—Mexico, Central Amer- 
ica and South America. We are ar- 
ranging to provide great numbers 
of New Testaments for mission- 








” Cane Horn 





We need your help to place, quickly, 
Bibles and New Testaments in Hebrew 
and other languages in the hands of mul- 
titudes of Jews in Israel; and in the hands 
of large numbers of Jews in Latin America 
and North America and other lands! 


Will you not sit down this very 
day and ask God to show you 
what you should give? And God 
has promised to bless those who 
bless the Jews, and His Word 
cannot fail! 








aries in Latin America to give personally to Jews who 
will agree to read them. We are expecting a glorious 
harvest of souls, in answer to united intercession. 


An elderly Jewish woman in Buenos Aires was given 
a New Testament. She read it and received Christ as 
her Saviour. Her life was transformed and her son and 
her nephew were saved. 


Here in America, also, the Lord is blessing our Pro- 
phecy New Testaments to the salvation of Jewish 
people. A few days ago we received a letter from a 
man in Texas telling how a friend of his gave some 14 
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i (George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary 
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i Enclosed is my gift of §........................ for helping to 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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NOW AND LATER 


The beautiful cover this month was 
done by the distinguished Christian art- 
ist, Dewitt Whistler Jayne, formerly of 
Chicago and now of Philadelphia. 

We think you'll like the little lamb 
with his mother. They probably were a 
part of one of the flocks the shepherds 
watched over when our Lord was born 
in Bethlehem. Sober research seems to 
show that Christ probably wasn’t born 
in December since flocks generally were 
kept in the fold during that time of year 
in Judea. 

But Christmas in the western world 
is generally observed on December 25, 
and we think it’s a lovely cover even if 
some will rightly say that Christ wasn’t 
born in December, that there shouldn't 
be snow on the ground, and the Star 
didn’t appear until two years later. 

* * * 


After enjoying the cover, turn first 
to the Christmas editorial written by 
our Editor-in-Chief. Also be sure to 
read “Japan Perspective,” a fascinating 
account of Japan today as seen through 
the experienced eyes of Dr. Barnhouse. 
Included late in the issue was the im- 
portant statement on inspiration issued 
by Wheaton College accompanied by 
an interview with Dr. Kenneth S. Kant- 
zer, Chairman of the Department of 
Bible and Philosophy, Wheaton, by C. 
Stacey Woods, General Secretary of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and 
one of our highly esteemed Contributing 
Editors. 

= es 

You will chuckle, perhaps, at the arti- 
cle by Dr. J. J. Lamberts, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of English at Northwestern Uni- 
versity, who is, nevertheless, serious when 
he asks, “Do We Dare to Use Modern 
English?” 

* * * 

NEXT MONTH: In January ETER- 
NITY will publish the first of a series of 
three important articles by the distin- 
guished minister of Westminster Chapel, 
London, Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. We 
urge all of our readers to read “The 
Authority of Jesus Christ.” 

You will want to obtain extra copies 
of these three statements relating to a 
much misunderstood subject—authority. 
Confusion is spread throughout the 
length and breadth of the church and 
the world at large because so many do 
not know the biblical teaching on this 
vital matter. 

Why not take advantage of the special 
Christmas offer and send gift subscrip- 
tions to a list of your friends. This will 
insure their receiving the Lloyd-Jones 
articles as well as the host of other good 
things scheduled for coming issues. 

* * * 


The final article of three by Walter R. 
Martin on the Seventh-day Adventists 
will appear in the January issue. 
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| wonder if the Virgin Mary, lying in the straw waiting 
to give birth to her Son, reached out her hand and touched 
the fleece of a lamb! If she did, she did not know that her 
Son would be called the Lamb of God. That was a secret 
yet hidden in God. The Baby knew, but the mother did 
not know. 

It was a famed Pope of the Middle Ages who pointed 
out that the sinful woman, Mary, brought forth a sinless 
Son, while the sinless Eve brought forth a sinful son. It was 
the entrance of sin into the world that made it necessary for 
lambs to die as sacrifices for sinners and that finally made 
it necessary for Christ to die on the cross. Without this, 
Christmas is saccharine nonsense. 

When Abel kept the first sheep, he was told to bring a 
lamb as sacrifice, and by faith he offered the more excellent 
sacrifice. Then, it was one lamb for one man. 

In the days of Israel in Egypt God told Moses the details 
of the Passover, and then it was one lamb for one family, 
symbol of the great truth of household salvation which is 
so dear to us today. 

When the nation was organized in the desert, the 
priests killed one sacrifice for the high festival of the day 
of atonement. On that day it. was one lamb for the whole 
of the nation of Israel. 

But when the Lord Jesus came before the eyes of John 
the Baptist, the forerunner cried out, “Behold the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

One lamb for one man—our personal salvation. One 
lamb for one family—the covenant promise to believers and 
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Behold 
the 
Lamb 


By{Donald Grey Barnhcuse 


their children. One lamb for the nation—the unbreakable 
promise to the nation Israel. One lamb for the world—the 
guarantee to the universe that sin shall one day be eradi- 
cated and that the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. 

If Christmas is no more than the birth of a baby, then 
Christmas becomes the horrible festival of the merchants 
and tends to work backward into November and to snuff 
out the reality of our national Thanksgiving. If Christmas 
is no more than the birth of a baby, then Christmas be- 
comes the time of the year when the distillers triple their 
sales of liquor. But if Christmas is the birth of the Lamb 
of God, then it is the open window that looks out on Calvary 
and sees Him dying for our sins. And if Christmas is the 
birth of the Lamb of God, then it becomes the first lens 
in the telescope that includes the lens of the resurrection 
of Christ, and through these two lenses we see the Lord 
magnified and His entire purpose fulfilled. Sin is con- 
quered; death is vanquished; the enemy is cast down; the 
sinner secures salvation; the second coming of Christ is 
assured; the honor of God is vindicated; the grace of God 
is exalted; and God becomes all in all. 

Christmas is God’s D-day. Christ is the Word made flesh 
dwelling among us, and He will advance steadily, mightier 
than a mighty army, straight through His life, straight to 
the cross, straight through the resurrection to the throne 
of God, straight to the final triumphs that He, the Lamb 
of God, has secured for us, for Himself, and for the 
Father. 


Man cannot be saved by being good. 7 
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An Interview with Kenneth S. Kanizer, 


Chairman of Wheaton’s Department of Bible and Philosophy 


By C. STACEY WOODS 


Contributing Editor of ETERNITY; General Secretary, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


Evangelicals in all parts of the world are united 
on the doctrine of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
However, there is a surprisingly wide divergence to- 
day on what is meant by inspiration. Theologians at 
home and abroad have been influenced by new ideas on 
this important tenet of the faith. In many circles a shift- 
ing of emphasis has stirred up much discussion. 
It is in this context that Wheaton College has taken 
a strong step to present its position to the evangelical 
public. No doubt this action will cause discussion for 
many days to come, and we think this is good. ETERN- 
ITY is pleased to be the first magazine in the Christian 
field to deal with this important statement published by 
an institution respected throughout all U. S. evangel- 
icalism. 


Mr. Woods: Dr. Kantzer, I understand that the Depart- 
ment of Bible and Philosophy has recently restated the posi- 
tion of Wheaton College regarding the Inspiration of the 
Bible. Could you tell me just what it was that made such a 
restatement necessary at this time? 

Dr. Kantzer: It is always necessary in every generation 
for Christians to rethink and to restate their position with 
respect to the important doctrines of the Christian faith. 
At this particular time, however, it is especially appropriate 
that we should consider the problem of inspiration for sev- 
eral reasons. 

Modernism, through its development during the last 
few years, has shown us the end of the road for those who 
have sought to do away with biblical authority. In very 
recent days, moreover, neo-orthodoxy has come along with 
a new view of authority. These two factors—the decline of 
modernism, which denies authority, and the rise of neo- 
orthodoxy, which proposes a new authority—have created a 
theological situation in which anyone who wishes to set 
forth a view of authority in religious matters can now for 
the first time in many decades secure an honest hearing. 
We at Wheaton should like to take advantage of this op- 
portunity. 


8 God is always more ready to hear than we are to pray 


As the neo-orthodox have set forth their views of author- 
ity, moreover, evangelical Christians as well as modernists 
have tried to interact with what they have to say. Some 
evangelical Christians are greatly intrigued by this new 
movement. If the neo-orthodox are really standing for the 
authority of the Bible, so they urge, then let us not be overly 
fastidious; let us be satisfied with such a position. Other 
evangelical Christians in opposition to the neo-orthodox 
have bent over backwards and have tended to state their 
views in an extreme manner not true to traditional Protes- 
tantism. 

‘At Wheaton we would avoid both extremes. Orthodox 
Protestantism has much to offer that neo-orthodoxy does 
not have. We wish to show that the orthodox do not hold 
to any silly view of the authority of Scripture—that adher- 
ence to the orthodox Protestant view of the inspiration of 
the Bible definitely does not demand that we seek, ostrich- 
like, to stick our heads in the sand and refuse to look at 
the facts of the world about us. Rather, intelligent men, 
aware of what is going on, may well hold the orthodox view 
of the inspiration of Scripture. In order to make this plain, 
to guard against the extreme views of which orthodoxy is 
sometimes accused, and to guard against loose views still 
being defended, we have thoughtfully and prayerfully set 
forth this document, “The Wheaton Position on Inspira- 
tion.” 

Mr. Woods: I believe all faculty members sign a statement 
of belief subscribing to verbal inspiration. Is this term used 
in the Bible itself in describing its quality of inspiration? 
If not, do you believe the term “verbal inspiration” is a 


‘satisfactory one? Is its meaning easily understood? Would 


it not be sufficient, for instance, to insist that the correct 
and exact thought of God had been conveyed to man in the 
Bible and to leave it at that? 

Dr. Kantzer: The term “verbal inspiration,” of course, 
is not found in the Bible. When the orthodox Christians of 
the past have used this phrase, however, they have not meant 
to insert something into the Bible but to state in clear lan- 
guage what they felt was really true about the inspiration 
of the Bible. An acceptable definition of verbal inspiration 
might be: Inspiration is the revelatory work of the Holy 
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Spirit by which, through the instrumentality of the whole 
personality and literary talents of its human authors, He 
constituted the Bible in its entirety as His written word to 
men, of divine authority, and without error in the original 
manuscripts. 

Verbal inspiration, as thus defined, has often been con- 
trasted with an alternative “concept” theory of inspiration. 
The concept theory of inspiration holds that God inspired 
thoughts in the mind of the writer of Scripture and left him 
on his own to write down these thoughts. There was, of 
course, “many a slip ’twixt the cup and the lip” and be- 
tween the inspired thoughts and the humanly written Scrip- 
ture. The element of truth in this concept theory is that 
God did work upon the prophets, as II Peter 1:21 tells us, 
bearing them along by His Spirit so that they might be 
able to convey His message to men. 

Words apart from the concepts that the words signify, it 
must be admitted, are worthless. After all, words are by 
definition symbols of thought. Verbal inspiration, however, 


does not deny the importance of concepts, but it rightly em- 
phasizes the fundamental linguistic principle that thoughts 
are conveyed by words and words.are symbols of thought. 
Biblical inspiration is concerned about ideas, but it recog- 
nizes that ideas are conveyed by words; in this case, by the 
written words of a book. In II Tim. 3:16 the Bible speaks 
of Holy Scripture as given by inspiration of God. Note that 
it is Holy Scripture, that is the holy writings, not merely 
concepts, that were given by inspiration of God. These writ- 
ings were given in words—words that stand for the ideas or 
concepts which God wished to convey to men. Verbal in- 
spiration, therefore, points to an inspiration, or a “God- 
giving” of the written words, but so far from ruling out 
concepts, it stresses that the concepts and the words belong 
together. 

Do I need to add that wher. the orthodox speak of verbal 
inspiration, they ought never to imply a verbal dictation? 
Words were inspired by God; but to secure the words by 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Throughout the nineteenth century the doctrine of verbal 
inspiration was the battleground for a mighty theological 
conflict waged continuously in lecture hall and divinity 
school, pulpit and press. In many areas the battle ended by 
default; for conservative forces with a few exceptions simply 
withdrew from the field. Consequently, Christian institu- 
tions throughout the world were soon overrun by hetero- 
doxy and unbelief. In many instances the overthrow of 
orthodox Christianity was complete. For most scholars, 
verbal inspiration became the badge of hopeless theological 
obscurantism. 

In the last decade, however, the problem of inspiration has 
again come into prominence. Modernism, instead of usher- 
ing‘in its promised millennium, has been forced by the logic 
of history to a more realistic view of man as a sinner and, 
accordingly, to a new appreciation of the Bible. And the 
rise of militant Neo-orthodoxy, calling itself the theology of 
the Word of God, has radically changed the theological 
climate of western Christendom and redirected attention 
to the Scriptures. 

As a result of this new crisis in contemporary theology, 
an atmosphere of uncertainty and indecision has been 
created within the ranks of evangelical Christians. Battle 
lines have become exceedingly confused. Foggy and mislead- 
ing generalizations, rather than precise definitions, are the 
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fashion of our day. Theological discussion is often carried 
on under conditions of exceedingly low intellectual and 
spiritual visibility. ; 

As teachers in the Bible and Philosophy Department of 
Wheaton College, therefore, we.conceive it to be our duty 
to set sharply in the foreground of this discussion the broad 
and clear principles of orthodox faith, particularly as they 
relate to the crucial areas of the inspiration and authority 
of Holy Scripture. 

A true and living orthodoxy, we believe, must never be- 
come static. No true orthodoxy lives on the orthodoxy of 
the past. If we are to remain loyal to the faith of our fathers, 
we dare not merely repeat their answers to opponents of a 
generation ago. We must rethink the doctrines of revelation 
and inspiration for our own generation and must fight on 
the battle lines as they are drawn today. This, we believe, 
demands an honest search into the truth of God in humble 
dependence upon the illumination of the Holy Spirit. 

This does not mean, however, that in rethinking the 
doctrines of revelation and inspiration, we are swerving 
from our.-orthodox commitments. We desire to make it 
unmistakably clear that we are not like rudderless ships 
floating aimlessly, driven and tossed by every wind of doc- 


(Continued on page 36) 
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JAPAN 
| PERSPECTIVE 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 











Land of beautiful art, of ugly cities, of demon-bound 


people yet precious to God, Japan has a great harvest. 


There is a saying that a traveler’s opinion of a foreign 
land is of value only if he writes before thirty days or 
after thirty years in the country. My thirty days will be up 
soon, so I hurry to get under the wire. 

Tokyo is one of the ugliest cities in the world, but Japan 
is one of the most lovely countries, if not the loveliest in 
the world. Who can forget the morning and evening mists 
touching the tips of the mountains, the clip-clop of the geta 
—the wooden shoes worn by so many; the green of the 
ricefields, the breathtaking artistry of the dwarfed trees; 
the absolute masks which the people wear as faces, and 
their way of suddenly breaking those masks into smiles? 

Japan can be understood partially by the statistics that 
are so stark and grim in their binding finality. Here are 
ninety million people; but the total land area is less than 
that of California. Is it any wonder that they eat octopus, 
seaweed, bamboo shoots, and a thousand other things we 
do not know as food in the western world? Incidentally, 
much of this food is worthy of comparison with the finest 
in French or Indonesian cuisines, which to my mind are the 
world’s best. 

We have not carried a camera with us for many years, 
because we are so busy that we never have time to look 
at pictures ( except those of the grandchildren!) Instead, we 
play a game during moments in a plane or train when we 
are tired of reading. One will mention a country, and the 
other will speak of wonderful sights that we have seen 
there. This is better than looking at a picture album, be- 
cause the mind can recall the colors, sounds, and smells 
that made the experience unforgettable. 

After writing this third paragraph, I called out to Mrs. 
Barnhouse and asked her to name some unforgettable things. 
She repeated, almost in the same order, the things I named 
above—mist on the mountains, the sound of a hundred 
schoolchildren walking over cobblestones in a Nikko shrine, 
the trees, the trees, the trees. And in turn I mentioned other 
things: Mount Fuji on a cloudless day from the lake at 
Hakkone and, on a cloudy day, partly shrouded as seen 
from the coast at Shizuoka; the cryptomaria trees at Nikko 
and Ise, almost as large as California redwoods; hundreds 
of children in pink kimonos, dancing in the street in Sap- 
poro during the Flower Festival; a pastor’s wife tapping the 
edge of a pond to call the goldfish for feeding; the sweep 
and waving rhythm of rice paddies in scores of terraces 
down a valley; the sudden flame of a giant crepe myrtle 
tree in the midst of dark pines in a shrine garden; and so 
on and on. 


Because the millions are so crowded together, the Japan- 
ese have developed a unique kind of garden. Most homes 
have not more than a dozen square yards of earth, and 
through the centuries the owners have learned to land- 
scape every inch in such a way as to produce the illusion 
of distance and space. Thus, some trees scores of years 
old are no more than two or three feet high, but have been 
artistically gnarled and twisted by loving hands for several 
generations. A Japanese pastor smiled when we admired a 
three-foot maple tree in his “yard,” and explained that 
he had to care for it every day, giving it just the right 
amount of water and digging down once a year to prune its 
roots. If you want to feel this illusion of distance and space, 
look at a nearby tree through the large end of binoculars. 

Behind the brown, unpainted facades of the never-ending 
rows of houses are rooms that are separated from each other 
by bamboo screens, and are almost devoid of furniture. The 
floors are covered with the bamboo mats—tatami—which 
give their name to the land measure of this country where 
soil must be counted almost by square inches rather than 
in acres or sections. But in these homes that appear dreary 
to the western eye live a people who are sensitive and 
delicate to the highest degree. The percentage of literacy 
is almost the highest in the world—higher than in the 
United States. They know more about us than we do about 
them. It does not take them long to learn that, measured 
by their educational standards, many of our missionaries 
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NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 


Throughout the long months of the 
year the staff of Erernity works into the 
night hours to bring you the best fare 
we know how to provide. 

It is our joy to do this. While not 
every reader sends us bouquets—see our 
“Letters” column if you have any doubts 
—we are delighted by such a responsive 
group of readers. 

Now let me ask you to take one more 
step even if you haven't done so before: 

Act on the special Christmas offer 
made by our Circulation Department, 
and send Ererniry to at least ten friends 
this year. 


WHY MINISTERS CRACK UP 


Upon my return from the Far East 
I began to go through the magazines 
that had accumulated during the sum- 
mer. One of the first to come under my 
notice was the copy of Life in which 
there was a striking article concerning 
the prevalance of nervous breakdowns 
among ministers. The key paragraph, it 
seems to me, is the following: “The 
minister who accepts the impossible task 
committeed to him by his congregation, 
and who throws himself into his work 
with the firm conviction that with 
patience, determination and long hours 
the job can be done, is the man most 
eligible for a breakdown. Such a minister 
knows that his people expect him to 
fulfill their unrealistic expectations. He 
tries, but he fails. Again he tries, and 
again he fails. Fear of failure (America’s 
unpardonable sin) grips him; a sense of 
frustration gnaws at him; guilt plagues 
him because he has not done the job. He 
is caught and broken. That is the cycle: 
fear, frustration and guilt.” 

If this is true it means, of course, that 
the man should not have been in the 
Christian ministry in the first place. A 
minister is called by Christ—you can not 
“choose” a “calling”; you answer it. If 
a man is called by Christ, he will accept 
the biblical framework for his job. He 
will know that his first task is to spend 
much time alone with the Word of God 
and in prayer (Acts 6:2-4). He will walk 
into the pulpit with the profound con- 
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viction that he is sent by God and that 
he must speak as the oracles of God (I 
Pet. 4:11). With a complete reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit to take the Word 
that has been spoken, the minister will 
never be concerned for even a moment 
as to whether his words have met some- 
one’s standard for oratory. He knows 
from within that if he pleases men he 
cannot be the servant of Christ (Gal. 
1:10). 

nies all he will not be primarily 
concerned about organizational work. If 
the church wants that, it is to do it 
itself. The minister will flatly refuse to 
put second things first. He will never be 
in fear because “perfect love casts out 
fear” (I John 4:18). He knows that if 
he is in the will of God he is in the 
hands of God who has said that He opens 
doors and that men cannot shut them, 
and He shuts doors and no man can open 
them (Rev. 3:7). He will not run ahead 
of God, and he will not lag behind. He 
will be completely impervious to statis- 
tics and will know that any love of statis- 
tics or dependence upon them is 
spiritual sin. Thus his mind is free to 
go ahead in the Lord’s work. He will 
recognize the fact that his most impor- 
tant work will perhaps be performed 
some day when he counsels with a single 
individual who may become the mother 
of God’s spiritual leader in ‘the follow- 
ing generation. 

Moreover, the minister who is willing 
to stand up in front of his congregation 
and declare these principles, backing 
them up with flat quotations from 
the Word of God, can bring his congr«- 
gation to see that he is not to live a life 
that is bounded on the north by the 
choir, on the south by the Boy Scouts, 
on the east by the ladies’ aid and on the 
west by the budget committee. The Bible 
says that these and all other similar 
activities are to be carried on by the 
laymen of the church. 

The minister who follows the divine 
principles will soon see that the Holy 
Spirit is training laymen and laywomen 
for the spiritual tasks of the church. It 
is the preaching of the Word that will 
turn a socially-minded church into a 
spiritually-minded church. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


We got more out of our Christmas 
cards last year than ever before. The 
days before Christmas were very busy, 
and the cards were piled in a stack, 
waiting for our southwestern trip. There 
were enough to fill a large corrugated 
box, and as we drove across the country 
from Philadelphia to Amarillo, Texas, 
on a six-day trip, we had about one 
hundred of the cards each day. Some- 
times we were within a few miles of the 
spot from which the card came, and we 
would think of the circumstances and 
life of the person who had sent it and 
would pray for each one. 

Some of the cards called for special 
answer. There was one from a convict 
in a penitentiary who has been listening 
to the broadcast for years and writing 
us cards at Easter and Christmas time. 

Some of the senders were unknown by 
face to us, and had written to us because 
of the blessing they had received from 
magazine, radio, or television. Some were 
old friends of mine, and I described 
them to Mrs. Barnhouse that she might 
know more of their circumstances when 
we should ultimately meet. There were 
so many stories of the Lord’s blessing 
brought to mind by card. One card 
caused us to talk about the blessing of 
God as we knew how He had worked 
in the life of the sender. Another card 
made us talk about the curious wonder 
of the plan of God. This card came from 
Australia, from a girl whom we had met 
in Austria while coming down a 
mountain in a crowded cable car. We 
had all laughed as we were packed to- 
gether, and when we got out we had 
invited her to come to church in London 
six weeks later. She appeared and re- 
minded us of the Alpine incident. We 
took her address and sent her one of 
our books, and now, months later, here 
was a Christmas card telling of blessing. 

The whole Body of Christ, is thus 
bound together, like the muscles, liga- 
ments, nerves and other parts of the 
body. God tells us that we are “bound 
in the bundle of life” with the Lord (I 
Sam. 25:29). 

So many spoke of the blessing received 
from our card. It showed shepherds on 
their knees, looking toward the star. 
When the top part of the card” was 
opened, the same shepherds were found 
to be on their knees in front of the 
open tomb of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
One writer said (and we thank God for 
this) that God had brought her to the 
place where she couldn’t even think of 
the baby at Christmas, remembering only 
the Christ of the open tomb. This is 
the way that Christmas should be. This 
is what Paul meant when he aid, 
“though we have known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth know we 
him so no more” (II Cor. 5:16). The 
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conveys the special message of this great day. 
More than any other gift, the Bible belongs to 
Christmas. And in these glorious World Bibles 
—printed on the loveliest of all India papers, 
World Indo-Text—you will find beauty and dig- 
nity in keeping with the tradition of our Chris- 
tian heritage. Among World’s many editions, 
all in the beloved King James Version, ans “ 
there is an appropriate Bible for anyone ae ae 
on your Christmas list. Available 
wherever books are sold. 
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A FAMILY GIFT~—The Master-Art Edition, a complete family reference 
Bible, is bound in genuine hand-grained morocco, leather-lined, for gen- 
erations of use. Covers are gold-stamped, pages gold-edged. Illustrations 
and maps in full color, 525 pages of reference supplements to aid in 
family reading and study, and in Sunday School work. Thumb-Indexed. 
Gift boxed. . . . No. 2847-I (above)— $15.00 


FOR A CHILD ON YOUR LIST— 
b What a wonderful first Bible! The 
# Rainbow Bible is bound in sturdy cloth 
P with a glowing full-color painting repro- 






FOR ONE WHO TRAVELS-—Mar- 
velously slim and compact, this is the 
perfect Bible to slip easily into a suit- 
case (or a pocket). Beautifully bound in 
black genuine hand-grained morocco, 
leather-lined. Cover stamping and page 
edges are gold. 2 silk marker ribbons. 
Printed in clear, self-pronouncing type. 
Presentation Page . . No. 615—$7.50 
Red Letter Edition . No. 655—$7.75 


FOR PERSONAL OR FAMILY USE 
—Colorful new illustrations, new, larger, 
more legible, self-pronouncing type, 
new up-to-date maps, and newly-revised 
Concordance make this Bible a superla- 
tive gift at a modest price. Red Letter 
Edition. Bound in black Leathertex, gilt- 
stamped, red edges. No. 230C —~ $2.50 


Black genuine leather, gold-stamped, 
gold edges, silk marker ribbon. 
No. 232C—$5.00 





' duced on the covers. 8 pages of illumi- 


nated Spiritual Memory Gems, decorated 
end-papers featuring the Lord’s Prayer 
and the 23rd Psalm, and 5 beautiful 
full-color illustrations. Gift boxed. 

No. 603 —- $2.50 
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. for more gift Bibles... @ 
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An appropriate gift for any occasion, the Holy 
Bible has special meaning at Christmas. It con- 
veys, as nothing else can, the true significance 
and universal promise of this great day. 















Here, and on the reverse side of this page, you 

’ will find a representative group of beautiful 
"3 = World Bibles, all printed on World Indo-Text, 
the loveliest of all India papers. Among World’s 
many editions in the beloved King James 
Version, there is an appropriate Bible for any- 
one on your Christmas list. Available 
wherever books are sold. 
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BY HALLMARK 


A SUPERB PERSONAL GIFT~—This magnificent Bible 
is bound in brilliant red hand-grained morocco, lined with 
red leather, with gold-stamped covers and gold edges. Many 
useful reference supplements, including Concordance, 
Geographical Index, maps. Two silk marker ribbons. 


Gift boxed . No. 1140C (above)~—$10.00 
Red Letter Edition . No. 1114C—$10.25 


In black morocco . . No. 1121C~—$10.00 
Red Letter Edition . No. 1101C—$10.25 


FOR A YOUNG BIBLE READER~ 
One of World’s newest Bibles, com- 
pletely reset in legible, self-pronouncing 


type. Newly revised Concordance, new ° 


full-color maps, and new full-color 
illustrations. Red Letter Edition. Zipper 
closure. Gift boxed. Black Leathertex. 

No. 231CZ—$3.50 
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FOR OLDER READERS (and anyone 
who prefers extra-large type) —Large, 
clear type, well-spaced, makes this Bible 
particularly easy to read. Contents in- 
clude Geographical Index and 16 maps 
and four illustrations in color. Black gen- 
uine leather, gold-stamped cover, gold 
edges, silk marker ribbon. Gift boxed. 

No. 714—$9.00 





CLEVELAND 2, OHIO @ 










TO DELIGHT A YOUNG LADY~ 
Here, in gleaming, snow-white Leather- 
tex, is the same new Bible described at 
the far left (231CZ). The new full-color 
maps are by a world-famous cartogra- 
pher,and the beautiful new illustrations 
by a renowned religious artist. Like the 
231CZ, this is a Red Letter Edition. 
Zipper closure. Gift boxed. 

No. 236CZ—$3.50 





unregenerate world can find the baby 
. Jesus palatable, but not the Jesus who 
has been through the cross, the open 
tomb, and who is seated in heaven, one 
day to judge. 

Thank God for Christmas; thank God 
for friendships; above all, thank God for 
Christ the Head who binds us all to- 
gether in one Body. 


DRAGNET AND JESUS 


Even the secular programs have to go 
sort of religious when Christmas time 
rolls around. We are living in a nation 
where the advertising agencies are adept 
at molding mass opinion to order and 
for a price. Last Christmas Jack Webb 
followed the trend and had his “Drag- 
net” program centering around the 
theft of an image of the “Holy Child” 
from a Los Angeles church. 

All of a sudden a dramatic, off-scene 
voice said something like this: “The 
Holy Child has been stolen. . . . This 
image was the only Jesus that hundreds 
had ever known .. . or would ever 
know... .” 

Alas! An image of Christ is all that 
many people ever know of the Son of 
God, which means that they know 
absolutely nothing of Him. A school 
teacher who went into a small district 
of the mountains of northern California 
told me that a girl of ten saw a picture 
of Jesus in the teacher’s room, asked 
who it was, and when told, replied: 
“Jesus? I thought that was a swear 
word.” 

There are multitudes who know noth- 
ing more than an image, and other mul- 
titudes who know about an infant Jesus 
who do not realize that He grew up to 
become the Savior. 

If Satan can get people to concentrate 
on the “Holy Child,” they will not think 
of the obligations that are involved in 
coming face to face with the Lord Jesus 
who went to the cross and died because 
of the perverseness of mankind and 
whose death is a constant challenge to 
each individual to turn right about face 
to trust in Him as Savior and to commit 
every phase of life and living to Him. 

Christ never makes a half-claim on 
any man. When He touches an indivi- 
dual, He wants that individual com- 
pletely. When we are redeemed, we are 
bought with a price that shows that we 
no longer belong to ourselves, but that 
He is to possess us and to change us 
to suit His own eternal plan and pur- 
pose for us. We are to be conformed 
to the image of the Son of God—not 
a statue, but the inner being of holiness 
and truth which is His nature, in the 
likeness of which He wishes to fashion us. 

Yes, the Lord Jesus has been stolen 
by a civilization that wishes to substitute 
a baby for the Crucified One. Restore 
Him to His rightful place, and im- 
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mediately He will tell you that you, 
too, must be crucified. 


RIGHT WAY 


It is possible to do a good thing in 
a poor way or to do that same thing 
in a good way. This was illustrated for 
me afresh in Korea. Our missionary, 
Harold Voelkel, showed me an order 
from CARE reporting that an American 
donor had given them twenty dollars 
for children’s shoes, designating that 
these should be distributed through him. 
The donor happened to be a member 
of our church in Philadelphia. “Tell 
her,” Mr. Voelkel said, “that what she 
did was wonderful. But it was done in 
a very poor way.” What she had done 
was indeed wonderful. 

But . . . they were American shoes, 
made in America at very high prices, 
and when the overhead and transporta- 
tion costs were taken out, only two pairs 
of shoes reached Korea, and they were 
not of the best type for Korean use. 
Any child who wore them would look 
odd and would feel out of place with 
them: If the money had been sent in- 
stead of the shoes, Mr. Voelkel would 
have received twenty dollars. That 
twenty dollars would have bought not 
two but twenty pairs of Korean shoes, 
which would have been good, utilitarian, 
and quite sufficient for the need. 

If you want to do something for the 
foreign mission field, get proper advice 
from people who know, and follow that 
advice. If you want to send clothing 
that is in good condition, it can be for- 
warded in a way that will cause the 
recipient to pay outlandish customs 
duties. In other ways it can go in for 
nothing. If you want to buy clothing 
or food, by all means send the money. 
If you wish, you may send it to the 
Evangelical Foundation, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa., and we will forward 
it with no deductions whatever in a way 
that will get the highest rate of exchange 
in the country of destination. You will 
always receive a receipt that will be good 
for income tax purposes, and you will 
always be sure that each dollar is used to 
the full and to the glory of our Lord. 


-ICS AND -ISM 


From time to time we have had 
criticisms of some of our statements 
about Roman Catholicism. They gen- 
erally run something like this: “Do you 
have to bear down on the Roman 
Catholics so much?” Or, “Why so much 
about Roman Catholicism?” There are 
answers to these questions. First, the 
Roman Catholics have an extremely 
large staff of people working in the field 
of journalism and the news releases of 
the Roman 
that the papers comment on them and 


Church are so numerous: 


they become newsworthy and must be 
treated. Second, they print so much er- 
ror that it must be met, or people will 
take silence for consent, and the propa- 
ganda will have gained its point. ' 

Whenever I have, anything to say in 
a public meeting that covers Romanism - 
in- some way, I try to preface it with a 
statement as tender and loving as pos- 
sible. I say: “I want you to understand 
that I love Roman Catholics, but I hate 
Roman Catholicism. And the reason that 
I hate it is that it is so filled with error 
and blasphemy that men risk going to 
hell if they follow it.” Romanism believes 
that sins are removed by the waters of 
baptism; or in the confessional on the 
grounds of the death of a Jesus made 
from a piece of bread; or that they must 
suffer in purgatory after death, paying 
the penalty of their own sins as their 
own savior. God alone knows how many 
people are caught in such traps and be- 
lieve these errors to the point of eternal 
condemnation, and how few people look 
past these things to the historic death of 
Christ on Calvary as the only source of 
salvation. 

What brought these things to mind 
was a story in the Roman Catholic maga- 
zine Friar. The narrator is a member of 
a group that does not wear religious 
dress. He tells the story of a Protestant 
whom he “converted” to Rome. He was 
standing outside a church when a glum 
Romanist “confessed that he was mar- 
ried invalidly to a Protestant who refused 
to have the marriage validated.” The re- 
ligious got the man’s address and went 
to the house the next morning, ostensibly 
as a phonograph salesman. He got per- 
mission from the woman to play a rec- 
ord, dropped a rosary on the floor where 
she could see it, and got her to talking. 
“Then she told her visitor that she had 
married a Catholic in a ceremony at 
City Hall and couldn’t understand why 
he wanted her to see a priest with him. 
The visitor told her about the Sacra- 
ments, explaining that such a Catholic 
deprives himself of Confession and Com- 
munion and even Christian burial. 
Finally he said, ‘Protestants claim one 
church is as good as another, so you have 
nothing to lose, but he will regain every- 
thing if you permit the Catholic cere- 
mony.’” The story goes on relating her 
subsequent interview with the priest, her 
marriage by a priest to the husband with 
whom she had been living for years, and 
to her final “conversion” to Rome. 

Such a story arouses in me a hatred 
that I believe is like the hatred which 
the Lord Jesus Christ had toward the 
religion of the scribes and the Pharisees. 
How damnable for a religion to claim 
that they have a patent and a copyright 
on God, heaven, marriage, and even the 
right to bury the corpse. Oh! I love these 
deluded people, but I hate the -ism that 
deludes them. 
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MAKING 


JESUS 


MASTER 


canary of eloquent titles are assigned to our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the pages of the Bible, titles full of wealth and 
wonder, titles which attempt the impossible task of setting 
forth in human speech the greatness, grace, and glory of 
God incarnate. But there is one very eloquent title which 
has largely passed out of currency among evangelicals. It is 
a title which we virtually hold in disrepute, using it with 
embarrassment and misgiving. What title is that? Master! 
No doubt there has been a tendency among us to drop this 
particular title because it has been pre-empted by Protestant 
liberalism. Searching for some title which is at once ad- 
miringly respectful and theologically neutral, deviants from 
orthodoxy have elected, it would appear, to salute Jesus as 
their Master. Think, for example, of Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick’s famous devotional guide, The Manhood of the 
Master. Yet, assuming this to be so, it is no good reason 
why as evangelicals we should permit ourselves to be de- 
frauded of our spiritual heritage. Instead of that, we ought 
to reclaim and rehabilitate this eloquent title, following out 
the suggestion that a rescue mission be opened for fallen 
words. And one of the fallen words in acute need of re- 
demption by evangelicals is precisely the title, Master. 

Of course we have not eliminated it from our hymnology. 
Very frequently and properly we still sing: 


O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free, 

Teach me Thy secret, help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


And we also voice as our hope and desire: 


More like the Master I would ever be, 
More of His meekness, more humility, 


More zeal to labor, more courage to be true, 
More consecration for work He bids me do. 


Moreover, we see nothing exceptional in these words: 


Let us labor for the Master 

From the dawn to setting sun, 

Let us talk of all His wondrous care; 
Then when all of life is over 

And our work on earth is done, 
And the roll is called up yonder 
I'll be there. 


So since we freely refer to Jesus as Master in our hymnol- 
ogy, why should we hesitate to address Him as Master in 
ordinary conversation? Certainly the Bible supplies ample 
sanction for this practice. In the twenty-third chapter of 
Matthew and verse eight, for example, we have these words 
of our Savior: “One is your Master, even Christ; and ye are 
all brethren.” And in verse ten of the same chapter He 
declares, “Neither be ye called masters: for one is your 
Master, even Christ.” Again, in the thirteenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel He explicitly commends the use of this name. 
Rather than prohibiting it, He encourages and praises its 
use: “Ye call me Master and Lord, and ye say well: for 
so I am.” In other words, when we call Jesus our Master, 
we are doing something that has His imprimatur. We say 
well, observe, in calling Him Master, because that is pre- 
cisely what He is. Hence instead of discarding this name, 
we evangelicals ought to rehabilitate it and put it back into 
currency once more. - 

We ought to do so not only because of the biblical 
sanction but also because of the very suggestiveness and 
significance of this title. For when a Christian under- 


When a Christian understandingly addresses Jesus by this name, 


it shows absolute possession, adoring love, and ardent obedience 
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standingly addresses Jesus by this name it indicates absolute 
possession, adoring love, and ardent obedience. 


I 


Notice in the first place, then, that the title Master 
signifies absolute possession. Slave is, of course, the correla- 
tive of Master, and every believer ought, therefore, to 
regard himself as Jesus’ slave. Paul, for one, did that with- 
out any question. Much as he gloried in his Roman citizen- 
ship and the freedom which it bestowed, he did not hesitate 
to describe himself again and again as the bondslave of 
his Lord. And if a man is a slave, he belongs to someone 
else. He is the property of someone else. He works for 
someone else. His whole existence is under the direction of 
someone else. The title-deed to his life is in the hands of 
someone else. He is, in short, the absolute possession of 
his master, and before the law he must acknowledge his 
master’s undisputed ownership of all that he is and has. 
Consequently, if. Jesus is truly our Master, then we are 
His slaves; and thus, when we use this title intelligently, 
we confess tis absolute possession of everything that we are 
and have, free Americans though we may be. 

As Christians we ought to acknowledge all of this very 
gladly because we belong to Jesus by right of creation. He, 
remember, made all things, including ourselves. What we 
read concerning Jehovah in the twenty-fourth Psalm, verses 
one and two, applies equally to Jesus: “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and 
established it upon the floods.” Why does the earth belong 
to the Lord? He made it. Why do all people who dwell 
upon the face of the earth belong to the Lord? He made 
them. And that is why in the ninety-fifth Psalm the Spirit- 
guided poet entreats in verse six: “O come, let us worship 
and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker.” 
And that invocation is applicable, let me repeat it, to 
Jesus Christ. He is our maker. He has brought us into 
existence out of nothingness, and we now enjoy conscious 
experience only by His sheer grace and almighty power. 
We belong to Him, therefore, by right of creation. 

Moreover, we ought gladly to acknowledge that Jesus is 
our Master and we are His absolute possession because as 
Christians we belong to Him by right of redemption. Paul 
asserts this fact in First Corinthians, chapter six, verses 
nineteen and twenty, a passage which is at once a question, 
an exclamation, and a flat assertion: “What? Know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is 
in you, which ye have of God and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: Therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” Free 
Americans we may be, yet we are not our own, if we are 
Christians. Our total personality, body and spirit alike, 
belongs to God. Why? He has bought us with a price. He 
has purchased us at infinite cost. “Forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (I Peter 
1:18-19). And for that reason we rejoice to sing: 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
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Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
Yes, we belong to Jesus because He has bought us with His 
own blood. 

No story which Sunday School teachers tell to children 
is more threadbare than the story of the little boy who 
made a boat. One day while he was playing with it on the 
lake, a gust of wind came along, broke the string, and 
carried the boat beyond the boy’s reach. It was lost. But 
shortly afterward, the boy saw it in the window of a pawn- 
shop. Rushing in, he demanded his property, but he was 
told that it would be necessary to pay the price on the 
tag attached to the boat. So he scraped together his pennies 
and bought the boat which he had carved with his own 
hands. Then, walking down the street, he clutched that 
toy to himself exclaiming, “Little boat, I made you; I 
bought you; you belong to me.” For all its childish simplicity 
and tiring familiarity that story superbly illustrates a great 
truth. Jesus Christ made us; Jesus Christ bought us; and 
hence we belong to Him. We are His by right of creation 
as well as by right of redemption. He, consequently, ought 
to be our Master. 

But let us candidly face the realities of our experience. 
All that has been said thus far, while utterly true, is also 
very abstract. It is a matter of theological technicality, 
making no life-transforming impingement upon our daily 
behavior. We belong to Jesus by right of creation as well as 
by right of redemption. Certainly! Yet all of that means 
nothing in terms of life until we belong to Jesus by right 
of dedication. He is not really our Master until by voluntary 
self-surrender we give ourselves to Him as His absolute 
possession. Unless we do so and until we do so, He is not 
our Master experientially. 


(Continued on page 45) 








A mother, in one of those delicious moments which make mothers 
what they are, drew her two-year-old daughter to her and said, “Oh, 
I love youl” The little girl very much occupied with the whim of the 
moment drew away, saying, “Yes, | know.” It was love taken strictly 
for granted. As‘ early in life as the second year there was being 
illustrated the Word in which Ged says, “Even a child is known by his 
doings” (Prov. 20:11). The greater tragedy takes place when someone 
hears the voice of God saying, as He does from Calvary, and as He 
does from a thousand thousand circumstances of life, “My child, | love 
you,” only to be answered with an indifference that shows that His love 
is not really returned. Most of life’s sadness flows from such an 
attitude. The windows of heaven are opened when we can learn to feel 
deeply: “We love him because he first loved us” (I John 4:19). 


We can work in confidence because we know that God is working 15 








lundamentalism’s lacades 





Are we concealing inner attitudes that will 


be found wanting? 


Sate daesies has been called “the land of manana” 
although procrastination is undoubtedly as much a hu- 
man trait as a Latin-American trait. In spite of the fact that 
such generalizations are not too accurate, it can be said 
that Latin-America is also “the land of facades.” In the 
community of Bucaramanga, Colombia, the city fathers 
have established a law which requires everyone to have the 
front of his house white-washed yearly at the Christmas 
season, a custom which gives the town quite a festive look, 
especially since frontispieces often are painted with light 
blues, pinks, or greens. Yet how often the beauty of the 
city goes no further than these variegated facades. Serving 
as pastor in Bucaramanga a few years ago, I had occasion 
to observe that frequently a white-washed wall hides a filthy 
vacant lot, or a colorful frontispiece has behind it a house 
filled with dirt, degradation, and discord. In general, there 
are no front lawns in the average Latin-American city, and 
thus the facade is all that meets the eye; but how mislead- 
ing the neatly-painted front can bel 

For anyone who knows the teachings of our Lord, the 
step from Latin-America’s physical facades to man’s spiritual 
facades is easy to take. The Gospel according to Matthew, 
chapter 23, is the well-known chapter of Christ’s denuncia- 
tion of the Pharisees. Verses 23 to 28 are most striking in 
J. B. Phillips’ The Gospels: 

“Alas for you, Scribes and Pharisees, you utter frauds! 
For you pay your tithe on mint and aniseed and cummin, 
and neglect the things which carry far more weight in the 
Law-—justice, mercy, and good faith. These are the things 
you should have observed—without neglecting the others. 
You call yourselves leaders, and yet you can’t see an inch 
before your noses. You filter out a mosquito and swallow 
a camel. 

“What miserable frauds you are, you Scribes and 
Pharisees! You clean the outside of the cup and the dish, 


Dr. Lazear, formerly a misionary to Colombia, is pastor of the Col- 
lege Church of Christ, Wheaton, ll. 


16 Ged not only acts; He speaks 


By Robert W. Lazear, Jr. 


while the inside is full of greed and self-indulgence. Can't 
you see, Pharisee? First wash the inside of a cup or a plate, 
and then you can polish the outside. 

“Alas for you, you hypocritical Scribes and Pharisees! You 

are like white-washed tombs, which look fine on the outside 
but inside are full of dead man’s bones and all kinds of 
rottenness. In the same way you appear like good men on 
the outside—but inside you are a mass of pretense and 
wickedness.” 
Here, indeed, is the essence of the facade-life: “white- 
washed tombs.” It is thus that Pharisaism and hypocrisy 
have become synonyms, referring to an outward life with- 
out a corresponding inward reality. Man without Christ is 
always like the Pharisees, so much so that we read of him 
in Romans 1:22, “Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.” Phillips paraphrases this verse as follows: 
“Behind a facade of ‘wisdom’ they became just fools.” 

Now of course it is easy for us to see the weakness of 
our Latin-American neighbors, both as regards their physical 
as well as their religious facades. Also we despise Pharisaism, 
and most certainly we see what our Lord meant by “whited 
sepulchres.” In addition, we are well acquainted with the 
“facade of wisdom” of the man of the world. But let us 
pause to ask, “Are we completely free from all Pharisaism 
ourselves? Might there be something of ‘spiritual facades’ 
in our lives?” I have been struck by Paul’s pointed words 
to the Jews, as found in Romans 2:17-29. Verses 17 through 
21 are particularly significant: 

“Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, 
and makest thy boast of God, and knowest his will, and 
approvest the things that are more excellent, being in- 
structed out of the law; and art confident that thou thyself 
art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, 
which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the 
law. Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself? Thou that preachest a man should not steal, 
dost thou steal?” I can almost hear Paul saying to some 
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of us, in identical language, “Behold, thou art called a 
Fundamentalist, a Conservative, a spiritual Christian . . .” 
He then follows through, it seems to me, using the same 
words he did as he wrote about the Jews of his day, ending 
up with the question of verse 21, “But, prepared as you 
are to instruct others, do you ever teach yourself anything?” 
(Phillips) 

As I think through these crystal-clear words, I fear I see 
what could be called, “Fundamentalism’s Facades.” And 
seeing such facades, I feel impelled to cry out against them. 
This sense of being impelled comes, may I say, not from 
a desire to criticize, but rather from deep love. God has 
used fundamentalism in a mighty way, of this there can 
be no doubt. And yet, today the very connotation of the 
word “fundamentalist” in many circles, shows that we have 
made mistakes. Although we don’t like to wash the dirty 
clothes of our family in public, still I would ask you to 
think with me about four of fundamentalism’s facades. 


The Facade of Legalism 


Let us look first at what could be‘ called, the facade 
of legalism. As we look at these facades, in each case we 
will discover apparently an important biblical emphasis, 
but on more careful examination we will note an inner 
attitude that is found wanting. It is just here that the 
figure of the facade comes into play so vividly and pointed- 
ly. Take the matter of the facade of legalism. Without 
question there is a scriptural and Christian legalism that 
is very important. Obedience, holiness, and true fear of 
God are vital elements of our Christian faith, stressed all- 
too-little at this present hour. But we have fallen into 
a questionable type of legalism. The reaction to the word 
“fundamentalist” in many circles is, “Oh, yes, you belong 
to that group which teaches that you can’t do this, you 
can’t do that, and you can’t do the other.” 

In our correct and much-needed zeal for a holy and 
consecrated Christian life, we have set up a more-or-less 
fixed list of “thou shalt not’s” as our standard for de- 
termining who are “spiritual Christians” and who are not. 
Don’ts are most certainly needed in the Christian life; but 
when they take the preeminent place, there is something 
wrong. It is extremely easy to pass from this negative 
emphasis to the attitude which says, “He who smokes 
is not a Christian. He who goes to the theater is not a 
Christian.” And thus we fall into a mistaken legalism 
which emphasizes something that blinds many hearts to 
our glorious basic message of faith in and commitment to 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. How strange it is that 
fundamentalism should have its own legalism, stressing 
grace as it does! 

Please note that I am not endorsing the things this 
legalism prohibits. On the contrary, I would go far beyond 
such lists of prohibitions. True Christianity is a great new 
influx of positive abundant life in Christ, which cannot 
be restricted to lists of any kind, whether positive or nega- 
tive. I like what one reviewer said regarding Charles B. 
Templeton’s book, Life Looks Up: “. . . The book em- 
phasizes . . . that Christianity is not something harsh and 
void and negative, but a new life of richness, fullness, and 
deepest satisfaction.” The very. essence of our Christian 
faith is the biblical phrase, “Jesus Christ is Lord.” And 
when Christ is Lord and Master, life takes on a new, 
wondrous dimension that the words “richness, fullness, and 
deepest satisfaction” only begin to describe. 
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Colossians 2:20-23 is a passage which proves significant 
to me over and over again: 

“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments 

of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye 
subject to ordinances (touch not; taste not; handle not; 
which all are to perish with the using), after the com- 
mandments and doctrines of men? Which things have 
indeed a shew of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, 
and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the 
satisfying of the flesh.” 
I know the historical, contextual meaning of these words, 
but they also speak volumes to me on the very theme with 
which we are dealing, and they thus become very con- 
temporary words. Let us return to the passage in Romans 
2 and notice verse 22, giving it a slightly different turn: 
“Thou that sayst a man should not smoke, dost though lose 
thy temper easily? Thou that sayst a man should not 
attend the theater, dost thou fail to be patient, kind and 
good?” With cur little legalistic list of “don’t,” how easy 
it is to forget the weightier matters of the full and rich 
fruit of the Spirit day in and day out, in the home, on 
the street, and in the office! 


The Facade of Traditionalism 


Then there is a second facade that we should notice; 
namely, the facade of traditionalism. Here again, from one 
point of view, there is a traditionalism which is most com- 
mendable and very important. Loyalty to the “Faith of 
our Fathers” is one of the rightful glories of fundamental- 
ism. We have ever sought to be obedient to the exhortation 
found in Proverbs 22:28, “Remove not the ancient land- 
marks, which thy fathers have set.” This is surely good and 
needed traditionalism, in which we can and should glory. 

But, withal, we have a tendency to a traditionalism that 
is not good; it appears to be very lovely on the outside, 
but upon examination we find our erroneous attitude. It 
is a facade. My thought here touches a wide range of 
thinking. I find a hint in our Scripture passage in Romans 
2:27: “And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, 
if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and 
circumcision dost transgress the law?” The facade of tradi- 
tionalism has to do largely with “the letter,” and it is al- 
ways true that the letter is dead, and “the letter killeth.” 

I say that a wide range of thinking is covered by this 
facade, and so I do not purpose to enter into all of the 
ramifications introduced by such an idea. Let me mention 
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There have been many definitions of grace, and until recently | thought 
that the best of these definitions was simply “unmerited favor,” or the 
biblical line, “the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man” 
(Tit. 3:4). But now a friend has brought an acrostic on the English form 
of the word which we have discussed and altered in one word, so 
that | believe that the following is as clear an explanation of grace 
as | have ever heard. 


G God's 

R__ Righteousness 
A At 

C_ Christ's 

E Expense 


Could there be anything more comprehensive when understood against 
all the background of the Word of God! Jesus paid it alll As a result 
of this payment the very righteousness of God is placed into the ac- 
count of the believer. This is grace. 


Have you come to the place where nothing matters but Jesus? 17 
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Possible To Be both Christian and Communist, Says Hromadka; German 


Communist Leader Disagrees; Norway Bishoo Would End Contact 


New Restrictions in Egypt Will Curb Protestant Missionary Activities 


HROMADKA IN CANADA 

Dr. Joseph L. Hromadka, Czech Prot- 
estant theologian, said in Montreal that 
the future of mankind rests in the hands 
of the Christian Church. 

But he implied, in an interview, that 
Christians will have to increase their 
zeal. 

Communists “exceed us by their zeal 
and strong convictions,” he said. “To- 
day’s Christian has light but no heat. 
The materialist has heat but no light.” 

Dr. Hromadka was in Canada for a 
lecture tour as the guest of the Presby- 
terian College at McGill University. In 
his first lecture he contended it is pos- 
sible to be both a Christian and a Com- 
munist. 

He said there are Czechs who are both 
Communists and Christians and do not 
regard their position as contradictory. 

“They believe in loyalty to Marxist 
teaching on the Socialism question but 
they refuse to accept Marxist meta- 
physics,” he said. 

“An attitude like this is possible, de- 
pending on a man’s integrity and cour- 
age. The weak ones compromise them- 
selves while those with spiritual con- 
victions go ahead without fear.” 

The theologian said he approves some 
of the things the Communists in his 
country are doing to help people but 
“at the same time, I criticize them for 
other things.” 

In the interview, he said that the 
“struggle with Marxist ideology” in 
Cze:hoslovakia “cannot be fought by 
outdated institutions but by faith.” 

“We must reinterpret the basic teach- 
ings of our religion,” he said. “The 
Bible is not a book of sanctimonious 
bigotry but a testament of faith that can 
stand up to any amount of seculariza- 
tion. By no secularization can God be 
liquidated.” 


RED SEES NO COMPROMISE 

Otto Nuschke, chairman of the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union in East Germany, 
told the party’s annual congress in 
Weimar that “Christianity and Marxism 
are two different ideologies between 
which there is no synthesis or any com- 
promise.” 

But he added that in practical life 
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there were a number of points of 
contact. 

He demanded that leaders of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany in the 
Soviet Zone pledge loyalty to the Com- 
munist government. 

Such a pledge, he added, would settle 
quickly, and to the mutual advantage of 
both sides, all outstanding problems of 
Church-State relations. 


WOULD END RED CONTACTS 

Dr. Eivind Berggrav, retired Bishop 
of Oslo and former Primate of the State 
Lutheran Church of Norway, has called 
for a halt to the growing contacts be- 
tween western churches and the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

In an interview published in the 
Kristeligt Dagblad (Christian Daily) in 
Copenhagen, Bishop Berggrav charged 
that the Russian Church “subordinates 
itself to a godless State.” He contended 
that western churchmen who participate 
in official visits to the Russian Church 
and join in its worship services “place 
themselves on the verge of treachery to 
Christian justice and faith.” 

He said the holding of the annual 
meeting of the World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee in Com- 
munist Hungary last August would have 
been an act of “treachery” had it not 
“led to the rehabilitation of Bishop 
Lajos Ordass.” Bishop Berggrav is a 
former president of the World Council. 

In reply to Dr. Berggrav, Bishop Hans 
Fuglsang-Damgaard of Copenhagen, Pri- 
mate of the Danish Church, defended 
the exchange of church delegations and 
pointed out that it had been fostered by 
World Council officials. He headed the 
Danish Church deputation which visited 
Moscow. 


NEW RESTRICTIONS IN EGYPT 


The Egyptian government has taken 
new steps to restrict the activities of 
Christian missions and congregations in 
the country, reports reaching Lebanon 
said. 

The Egyptian government has banned 
all meetings of worship, prayer or re- 
vivals unless they are held in govern- 
ment-licensed churches. And it ordered 
that all Sunday sermons in Protestant 


churches must be approved before they 
are delivered. 

The ban on religious meetings out- 
side churches, the reports said, affects 
many congregations which had as- 
sembled in homes, rented apartments 
or outdoors. It also affects several 
evangelists who went from town to 
town in Upper Egypt, which has a 
large Christian population, to hold 
prayer meetings in the courtyards of 
Coptic churches or in other open spaces. 


ONLY 25% RELIGIOUS? 

Americans will be exchanging two 
billion greeting cards this season, accord- 
ing to word from the greeting card 
manufacturers, and among the signifi- 
cant changes you will note when making 
your own selection this year, is an 
increase in the number of greeting cards 
with a religious theme. 

In recent times, due to the cynicism 
brought about by World War II and 
the Korean conflict, religious cards have 
accounted for about 5 per cent of the 
total sold. This year the proportion of 
religious Christmas cards will be about 
25 per cent! : 


VIDA WILL BE VERBO 


Verbo will be the name of the new 
Spanish-language evangelical monthly 
to appear soon on Latin-American news- 
stands. This announcement was just 
made by coordinator Paul Sheetz, of The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission, who will 
soon move to Buenos Aires, publication 
headquarters. 

Verbo, which means “word,” was 
selected to avoid legal entanglements 
with magazines having names similar to 
Vida, the title previously adopted. No 
definite publication date has been an- 
nounced for the first issue, Sheetz said, 
pending the raising of necessary capital, 
but it is expected to be early in 1957. 

Verbo is to be a popular-style maga- 
zine, aimed at the man on the street. 
While it will have a strictly evangelical 
orientation, it will not be a religious 
magazine in the usual sense of the term. 
Rather it will carry a well rounded 
presentation of world happenings and 
life in g2neral in a format and writing 
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or Christmas a 
A Material Gift 


witha 
Spiritual Value 


Few people know how to give . . . today. A gift 
should come from the heart. Preferably it should be 
something of continuous and lasting value. It should 
enrich both the recipient and the giver. And its 

material value should be inconsequential when 
compared with its sentimental or— in this case— 
its spiritual value. 


eternity 


On the bottom of this page are coupons. Starting 
with number one, clip as many as you need. Send 
ETERNITY to your pastor, to Sunday School teachers, 
to missionaries, to your friends and loved ones. And 
include your own renewal at the special reduced gift 





price now! 
A specially designed card with your name J 
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Do we dare to use 


MODERN ENGLISH? 


By J. J. LAMBERTS 

Is it disrespectful to address 
God as “you”? What is the real meaning of 
“helpmeet”? 


his article has to do with the language of public worship 
T in particular, and in a more general way with the idiom 
of the religious and religious-type publications circulated 


within the evangelical community. Some articles have - 


been published on this subject, but the fruit has been 
negligible. 

A few abstract considerations and qualifications at the 
beginning of this may clear the way for more practical 
applications later on. 

One of these considerations has to do with the nature 
of language itself. All of us are accustomed to employing 
language, and we use it with such extraordinary facility 
that we almost never pause to examine what we actually 
do when we speak or write. Such examinations we re- 
linquish to the anthropologists, and more particularly to 
the linguists. Ordinarily we think of language as having 
simply a communicative function; that is, it serves as a 
medium for passing factual information from one person 
to another. While this is important, it does not by any 
means exhaust the functions of language. If we reflect for 
a moment we will be able to call to mind scores of occasions 
when the language also told us some specific facts about the 
person addressing us or writing to us. There were ways in 
which we were made aware that the other person was male 
and not female, or the other way round. We could often 
determine to within a few years how old that person was. 
One of the oldest bits of linguistic sleight of hand consists 
of determining by the language the geographical area or 
location a person comes from (Judg. 12:5, 6; Matt. 26:73). 
And our schools assume that language habits follow social 
lines, for which reason they are committed to teaching a 
kind of uniform English, which nobody actually speaks 
but which bears the name “good English.” 


The author is Assistant Professor of English at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Evanston, Ill. 
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Now as a corollary of all this, we find that people who 
wish to be identified with various groups will affect with 
varying degrees of accuracy the language of the people 
within that group. This is the reason that immigrants to 
the United States want so desperately to learn English at 
once. Recruits in the military service can be identified by 
their zeal in mastering army slang. 

As regards various church-related enterprises, there is 
a kind of specialized language, or cant, which aspirants to 
church office and often many well-intentioned lay-folk use 
quite uncritically. One hears it in sermons and public 
prayers, he encounters it in reports to and from ecclesiastical 
bodies, he reads it in denominational publications. Persons 
who have been schooled in other speechways are inclined 
to berate the users of this kind of utterance and to suggest 
that this noble instrument which is the English language 
can be put to more felicitous and profitable employment. 

Before narrowing this to particulars, we will do well to 
note how this specialized language happened to come about. 
Various types of cant are common enough, particularly in 
professions where some advantage is attached to concealing 
this or that from the unwashed multitudes. Even college 
professors have been known to indulge in elaborate obscur- 
antism now and then. And among cults, or quasi-religious 
organizations, like fraternal orders, this is practically uni- 
versal. But one is astonished to find it in a church which 
affirms its belief in the priesthood of all believers. Here 
of all places the language should be utterly clear and it 
should be, as it was in the days of Paul and again of 
Luther and Tyndale, the language that ordinary people 
use and understand. 

As it stands, the language of public worship is full of 
obscurities, ponderous archaisms and endless artificialities. 
To state it briefly, it is mischievous English. Nobody has 
deliberately undertaken. to mutilate the English language, 
of course. This can be accomplished as well through neglect 
as through design. 

To put this language in its proper setting, we should 
look at the language of the Bible as it has come down to 
us. Just about ten centuries ago the story of the Pharisee 
and Publican looked like this—in the Anglo-Saxon Bible: 


Twegen men ferdon to sumum temple thet hig hig 
gebzdon; an Sundorhalga, and other manfull. Tha stod 
se Fariseus, and hine thus gebzd, God, ic the thancas do, 
fortham the ic ne eom swylce othre men, reaferas, un- 
rihtwise, unriht-hemeras, othe eac swylce thes manfulla; 
Ic faeste tuwa on wucan, ic sylle teothunge ealles thzs 
the ic hebbe. Tha stod se manfulla feorran, and nolde 
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furthun his eagan ahebban up to tham heofene, ac he 
beot his breost, and cweth, God beo thu milde me, 
synfullum. 


Four centuries later the Wycliffe translation was pub- 
sished. It looks fairly modern, simply because our archaic 
spelling happens to represent not the sounds of 1950, but 
those of the time of Caxton, the first English printer. Any- 
one living today finds it extremely difficult to understand 
the original pronunciation. 


Tweye men stigeden in to the temple for to preie; oon 
a Pharise, and the tothir a pupplican. Forsothe the 
Farise stondinge, praiede anentis him silf thes thingis, 
seyinge, God, I do thankingis to thee, for I am not as 
othere men, raueynouris, vniust, auouters, as also this 
pupplican; I faste twyes in the woke, I gyue tythis of 
alle thingis whiche I haue in possessioun. And the 
pupplican stondinge a fer nolde nethir reyse the ygen 
to heuene, but smoot his brest, seyinge, God be mercy- 
ful to me, synnere. 


In 1611 the so-called King James or Authorized version 
appeared. It made little effort to modernize the language 
of the Tyndale version, which had been published during 
the previous century. Here is the passage, in its original 
spelling: 


Two men went vp into the Temple to pray, the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a Publicane. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himselfe, God I thank thee, that 
I am not as other men are, extortioners, vniust, adulter- 
ers, or euen as this Publicane. I fast twise in the weeke, 
I giue tithes of all that I possesse. And the Publicane 
standing afarre off, would not lift vp so much as his 
eyes vnto heauen: but smote vpon his breast, saying, 
God be mercifull to mee a sinner. 


The Authorized Bible, we seldom realize, was actually 
rather out of date as soon as it was printed. One has merely 
to compare its language with the language of Shakespeare to 
realize that by 1600 the -eth endings of verbs had largely 
given way to -s; that thee and thou were rapidly going out 
of fashion in common speech (having hitherto been used to 
address intimate friends, social inferiors, children and house- 
hold pets), that unto was practically dead, and that several 
other matters, including the form of the question, would 
have to be changed by and by. The translators fully expected 
to attend to these matters in a few decades when another 
translation would be forthcoming, but they had not counted 
on the accession of the Stuart kings, who were less than 
friendly toward Bible translation, or the Hanoverians, who 
scarcely spoke English at all. Once the climate of England 
again favored a revision, the language of the King James 
Bible had become crystallized as the language of worship 
and no one dared to break away from it. One has simply to 
note the timid language of the American Revised transla- 
tion of 1901 and its synthetic Elizabethan English. And even 
the much praised Revised Standard version is essentially a 
compromise—an unrealistic hybrid of the language of 1500 
and 1950. Now and then a translator tries consciously to 
break away and the result may be something like this: 


Two men went up to the temple to pray; one was a 
Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee 
stood up and uttered this prayer to himself: “O God, I 
thank you that I am not like other mea, greedy, dis- 
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honest, or adulterous, like that tax-collector. I. fast 
two days in the week; I pay tithes on everything I get.” 
But the tax-collector stood at a distance and would not 
even raise his eyes to heaven, but struck his breast, and 
said, “O God, have mercy on a sinner like me!” 


The Bible language is, of course, the starting point. 
Forms peculiar to the Bible translation used by the church 
presently get incorporated into the cant of the church. One 
thinks, for instance, of the standard term for a pastor's 
wife: “helpmeet,” or “helpmate.” Anyone who has taken 
the trouble to look up the origin of the expression in a 
good dictionary will realize what complete nonsense it is. 

This is not primarily an argument for a new translation 
of the Bible. But as long as the church speaks in the lan- 
guage of Elizabeth I to people living in the time of Elizabeth 
II, it never really reaches its hearers. 

In spite of the formidable pressure of logic and common 
sense on the side of change, one finds the old defended by 
no fewer than three arguments. The first falls into a very 
common semantic error in supposing that reverence is an 
attribute of the language itself. It is absolutely inappro- 
priate, so it is argued, to address Almighty God as “you.” 
Such people fortify themselves with a show of piety and say, 
“Well, if young people really loved the Lord, they could 
learn this language.” Those who raise the argument are 
rarely consistent enough to have learned Greek and He- 
brew themselves in order to read the Bible in the original. 

The second argument may be called the “argumentum ad 
inertiam,” or sluggard’s refuge. It is said that revision is 
simply change for the sake of change. We all realize that 
there are iconoclasts in the world; that is, persons who are 
eager to tinker with any institution that has achieved stabil- 
ity. Hence such an objection is not always easy to counter. 
It must be shown that change is not only necessary, but 
salutary; that it will solve rather than create problems. 

Still another argument—and by all odds the silliest, but 
that does not prevent God-fearing people from getting mis- 
led by it—is that a revision in the language of worship is 
basically un-American. Several years ago when a new trans- 
lation of the Bible appeared, some politician in Michigan 
tried to exploit it by the characteristic device of denounc- 

(Continued on page 40) 








Aristotle in the Nicomachean Ethics quotes Agathon as saying, “Even 
God cannot change the past.” This was spoken more than four hund- 
red years before the Lord Jesus Christ who came into this world in 
order to break the past, to change it, and to cancel it. Just as a hole 
in the ocean floor would let sea-water into the volcanic fires, ing 
force that could blow the world apart, so the Lord Jesus Christ by 
dying and rising again, broke through the past and allowed eternity 
to pour in, shattering, turning and overturning, changing, and alter- 
ing all things. He took the past of all believers and cleansed it by His 
blood and transformed the life in such a way that the time-rooted life 
gave way to life eternal. This is the glory of the gospel. 
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The Gift 
Still Waiting 
at the Tree 


By Robert J. Little 


Radio Pastor of WMBI, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


The gifts of the wise men point 
in symbol to God's greatest gift—eternal 


life through Christ Jesus 


by bad when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born 
king of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him” (Matt. 2:1, 2). These words give 
us the first recorded public notice in Matthew’s Gospel of 
the advent of the Son of God into the world. 

The Magi came to worship, and they brought gifts. 
Though the Lord had been born in Bethlehem, only a short 
distance from Jerusalem, it was left for these Gentiles to 
bring the fact of His birth to the notice of the king and to 
the leaders of the nation. 

Herod professed a desire to worship the newborn king, 
but this proved to be a false exterior to an inward fear and 
hatred of the mysterious Stranger whose arrival had led 
these men from afar to seek Him out. Herod’s subsequent 
actions in the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethle- 
hem showed only too clearly what was really in his heart. 

The wise men were led of God to the spot where the 
Lord then was. They had brought gifts—gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. Not only were they guided in their search for 
the Christ-child, but it is evident that they were guided, too, 
in their gifts. Centuries before Isaiah had predicted—though 
in connection with the millennial glory of Christ—that 
“they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall show 
forth the praise of the Lord (Jehovah)” (Isa. 60:6). Whether 
these men knew of this prophecy or not, they brought “gold 
and incense.” But they had also another gift, “myrrh.” Who 
suggested they bring that? 

Gold is usually taken as the symbol of divine glory, and 
it was associated with God’s presence in the Tabernacle and 
Temple. That was an appropriate gift, either at Christ’s 
first advent or at His coming again. 

Frankincense was one of the ingredients of the holy in- 
cense, and it was a gum which burned with a white cloud. 
This would symbolize our Lord’s purity, and that, too, is cer- 
tainly appropriate to the occasion. 

But what of the myrrh? It was not mentioned in Isaiah’s 
prophecy and might seem inappropriate inasmuch as it was 
used as an anointing for death. It was one of the spices 
which Nicodemus used to prepare our Lord’s body for 
burial. 

But Christ was born to die! These men must have been 
divinely taught to bring these three gifts to the Infant who 
was to become our Savior by His sufferings and death when 
He came to manhood. 

The gifts of these wise men served a useful purpose too, 
for it is altogether unlikely that Joseph had come to Beth- 
lehem prepared for the flight to Egypt and an extended 
stay there. No doubt these gifts were sent by God to provide 
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This 1s 
the 
Victory 


By Harold W. Fife 


Good things without Christ will 
separate us from God; with Him, 
every experience will bring 


victory. 


} enced is the outcome of a battle not the inworking of a 
text. It is dreadfully easy to go to a Christian conference 
and in the delightful, though somewhat rarefied atmosphere, 
think you have discovered the secret of victory only to find 
it was lost on the journey home! Victory is not evading con- 
flict; it is not withdrawing from the world; neither is it not 
feeling temptation; it is facing these things and coming out 
on top, and that this is not only possible, but also should 
be normal for every Christian is clear from the reiterated 
triumph of I John 5:4 and 5. “Whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, our faith. Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 
We shall only know victory if we recognize the real enemy, 
which is described here three times as “the world”; unless 
we know what this is, we shall be shadow-boxing. A great 
many Christians think of “the world” in terms of immoral- 
ity, drunkenness, questionable entertainments, styles of 
dress and living, etc., and, having either abstained from all 


Mr. Fife, who is pastor of the Free Evangelical Church in Bourne- 
mouth, Eng., and international chairman of the North Africa Mission, 
continues his talks on | John. 


these things or long since lost any appetite for them, are 
laboring under the delusion that they are thereby living vic- 
torious lives, whereas in fact they may be daily defeated in 
home, business, and social relationships. The world (cos- 
mos) is the whole set-up and order of things upon earth— 
its beauties, pleasures, cares, politics, etc., and these are 
inimical to the spiritual life. Its duties preoccupy us; its 
cares obsess us; its joys (even the joys of family and appre- 
ciation of beauty, etc.) can distract us and divert our atten- 
tion from God; its successes, being only temporary, delude 
us into a sense of attainment that inevitably fades. There 
is nothing on this earth that cannot draw us and hold us 
captive to itself, even good things lead us into a cul-de-sac 
of material and perishing things. As said Wordsworth: 
“The world is too much with us: late and soon. 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers.” 

Our real enemy, then, is the world—the things seen, the 
activities of life from which God is either expelled or rele- 
gated from first place. It can and does take unexpected 
forms. The babies in the cradles, which are the gift of God 
and can teach us endless lessons of Him, can so become an 
“end” in themselves that the cultivation of the spiritual life 
of the family is neglected. The church building project, 
which began with a stone chiselled “to the glory of God,” 
ends by focusing all the time, talent, energy, and aspirations 
of the members into bricks and mortar and material com- 
forts (air-conditioning); and personal growth in the grace 
and knowledge of Christ on the part of the members goes 
by the board. The world has triumphed again! We could 
multiply illustrations—the “separated” Christian whose idol 
is his business; the “spiritual” preacher whose popularity 
and success dominate his mind and ministry; the Christian 
housewife prominent in church work but discontented in 
the home because unwilling to subject herself to the requi- 
site spiritual disciplines of finding and proving Christ in 
the kitchen;—these (and there are many others) are living 
utterly defeated lives. The world, their world, has overcome 
them, either by direct assault or insidious intrusion. They 
need to know the “victory that overcomes the world.” What 
is it? “This is the victory that overcometh the world, our 
faith” (vs. 4). How does it overcome? Here let me again 
quote Dr. Alexander Maclaren: “The one victory over the 
world is to bend it to serve me in the highest things—the at- 
tainment of a clearer vision of the Divine nature, the at- 
tainment of a deeper love to God Himself. . . . That is 
victory—when you can make the world a ladder to lift you 
to God. . . . When the world comes between you and God 
as an obscuring screen, it has conquered you. When the 
world comes between you and God as a transparent medium, 
you have conquered it. To win victory is to get it beneath 
your feet, stand on it, and reach up thereby to God.” 

In the Greek legend everything that Midas touched turned 
to gold; in the Christian life everything received in faith 
turns to the gold of victory. That is part of the teaching of 
the thrilling eleventh chapter of Hebrews—Abel’s worship, 
Enoch’s walk, Noah’s carpentry, Jacob’s cunning, Moses’ 
choice, etc., etc.—were all transformed by the touch of faith 
into ladders to God. So we can bring our faith in Christ into 
everything—families, gardens, health, sickness, ambitions, 
business, joys, sorrows, etc., and as we by faith use them 
all as opportunities to know God better we realize experi- 
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A man in fellowship with God thinks of God in every situation 23 








Truth, spread through literature, 
provides a new tool for missions. 


We can make it even more effective in 


Winning 
the Battle 
or the Mind 


By TREVOR R. SHAW 


on revolution sweeping the world of underdeveloped 
countries from Indonesia, the Philippines, throughout 
the Pacific, Asia, India, Africa, and Middle East countries 
is having a profound effect upon missionary work world- 


wide. Methods which answered the needs of a decade ago are , 


today inadequate for the new age into which the young 
nations are entering with zeal and expectancy, and it is 
essential that mission strategy of today be planned and 
shaped according to the new channels which God Himself 
has opened and which He is singularly blessing. 

The most important of these new channels, and one which 
could well prove to be the most powerful instrument of 
evangelism launched on the mission field, is the popular, 
illustrated magazine. The first of these was launched in 
Lagos, Nigeria, in 1951 and within its first few months at- 
tained a circulation of 25,000. Today over 100,000 copies 
of the African Challenge are printed monthly. 

Since that time Envol (1954), a similar publication for 
the French-speaking African territories, has been launched 
and last year, New Nation for the Gold Coast of British West 
Africa. In the Belgian Congo three new publications in 
African languages are planned for 1957, and in South and 
East Africa discussions have taken place with a view to be- 
ginning similar publications there. 

This new emphasis on literature as a means of evangelism 
is not confined only to the African continent but is also 
spreading to other mission fields. Earlier this year similar 
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publications were launched in Hong Kong in Chinese, South 
America in Spanish, and another is planned for the New 
Year in the West Indies. India, Indonesia, Japan, the 
Pacific Islands, and many other fields watch with interest 
the successful and growing development of this new litera- 
ture offensive and ask for similar ventures to be introduced 
in their own fields. 

In their increasing thirst for higher standards of living, 
the masses of these underdeveloped countries are turning 
first to education and literacy. Whereas the prewar mission 
policy was shaped on the basis of reaching millions of illit- 
erates, there is today the glorious opportunity of reaching 
the multitudes not only by the expensive and laborious 
method of the mission station approach and of word-of- 
mouth evangelism, but also by the pouring out of millions 
and millions of pages of evangelistic literature. 

Such literature, in the forms of modern illustrated pub- 
lications that have a ready market in all countries, knows 
nothing of the barriers of race or of distance. It can reach 
to the farthest-flung hamlet and village, can penetrate 
the homes and hearts of the most antagonistic and bitterest 
opponents of the gospel, and can find its way to the desks 
of the rapidly emerging intellectual classes of government 
workers, students, and professional leaders, in whose hands 
lies the destiny of these new nations. Such literature can also 
be the means of presenting to the extreme nationalistic 
agitator a realistic alternative to his policy of racial hatred, 
political strife, and economic confusion. 

Thus, on the basis of the future of these countries as a 

whole, the Church has an urgent responsibility to seize the 
present opportunity in this increasingly important field. 
From the point of view of the life, stability, and develop- 
ment of the churches themselves, there must be no delay 
in implementing a world-wide policy in the production of 
illustrated evangelistic publications for every mission coun- 
try. 
The question of national leadership, of the churches be- 
coming fully self-supporting, self-propagating, and self-man- 
aging, is one demanding an immediate solution. The hostile 
forces of growing materialism, atheistic Communism, and 
fanatical cults diametrically opposed to the gospel, press 
closer in on all sides of the Christian churches of these lands. 
It is essential therefore that at the earliest possible moment 
every weapon of attack should be placed in the hands of 
national leaders. 

The value of these publications as a weapon of attack is 
well-illustrated in the case of three young churchmen in the 
small village of Man (population 11,000) in French West 
Africa. Through the reading of Envol these men were chal- 
lenged to a more aggressive evangelistic witness. They 
formed themselves into-an Envol auxiliary committee for 
their area, took over the distribution of the magazine from 
their missionary who was receiving fifteen copies per month, 
increased it immediately to thirty, then to forty, to eighty, 
and now to one hundred fifty each month. 

Non-Christians buy the majority of these copies, the com- 
mittee states, and where they had previously found it ex- 
tremely difficult to get the outsiders to listen as they sought 
to tell of what Jesus Christ had done for them, the com- 
mittee members now find that many non-Christians come 
to them asking questions from their reading of Envol. The 
benefit of such a witness month by month to a young and 
numerically small church in a hostile environment, cannot 


be measured. 
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These publications receive reports regularly of their min- 
istry being used in the restoring to full fellowship and ac- 
tive witness of backsliding Christians, of conversions, and 
of lukewarm Christian workers set on fire for God. In this 
way they set in motion, throughout every village and city 
where they circulate, a chain of gospel witnessing. No other 
form of missionary work has such far-reaching influence and 
possibilities for the expenditure of such a small amount of 
missionary effort. 

Finally, the influence of literature on a nation-wide scale 
cannot be measured. In some of the more politically ad- 
vanced African territories the masses have received their 
nationalistic fervor and impetus through African presses, in 
some cases totally irresponsible ones. But today there is 
emerging an African Christian press with a voice to the mul- 
titudes. In the hands of dedicated and consecrated African 
leaders, such a “voice” can play a vital part in the evolution 
and molding of new nations. 

What then is the home church to say to these things? The 
worthwhileness of this method of evangelism has been so 
convincingly demonstrated in the last five years in several 


mission countries that the time has now come when a 
planned campaign to launch similar publications in every 
strategic language throughout the missionary world must 
be implemented. 

What is entailed? Firstly, there must be sufficient funds 
available to enable the publications already begun to at- 
tain economic stability and to train national leaders. Sec- 
ondly, funds must be available to subsidize new publications, 
to provide allowances and accomodations for specialized 
missionary personnel, and to begin training and scholarships 
for nationals who shall take over the full operation of the 
publications. Backed by an army of intercessors in the home- 
lands, such a world-wide literature offensive can see an in- 
gathering of souls in mission countries and stimulate and 
inspire the young churches. 

To delay is to risk losing the greatest opportunity of evan- 
gelism ever given to the missionary church. The doors have 
been opened by God Himself. Dare we hesitate one moment 
on the threshold while He beckons us forward into new 
and unprecedented harvest fields! 





THE WRITING OF A CAROL By Vincent Edwards 


0! the thousands who join in singing “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” during the Christmas season, it isn’t likely 
that one in ten is aware that this popular carol was origin- 
ally written for a group of Sunday School girls and boys. 

Its author was the beloved Bishop Phillips Brooks. He 
wrote it in 1868 when he was the thirty-year-old rector of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity in Philadelphia. 

Few noted clergymen have shown such a fondness for 
children and Christmas. Whenever the joyous season rolled 
around, it seemed as if Phillips Brooks caught an added 
glow of happiness, and his feelings are reflected in the 
lines of his carols: 

“Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight!” 
and 
“The earth has grown old with its burden of care 
But at Christmas it always is young.” 

At his Philadelphia church the rector had already at- 
tracted a great following. When he preached, the church 
was so packed that seats had to be set up in the aisles. He 
was especially popular with the children of the Sunday 
School, for Phillips Brooks was one of the jolliest parsons 
who ever lived, and he took great delight in the singing of 
so many girls and boys. 

When the Christmas season arrived in 1868, the gifted 
rector remembered the trip he had made to the Holy Land 
three years before and wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
for the young folks who had never been there. It is said that 
his visit to the land where the Savior had lived made a last- 
ing impression on Phillips Brooks and intensified his own 
religious life. These Christmas verses prove that he must 
have stood out under the quiet stars of the Bethlehem sky 
when he came to the place of the Nativity. 

But it is one thing to have the words of a beautiful carol 
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and quite another to have music to which they can be easily 
sung. Phillips Brooks turned to Mr. Lewis H. Redner. who 
was the superintendent of the Sunday School and the or- 
ganist and choir leader of his church. He was also adept at 
composing music. 

Mr. Redner seems to have been inspired on this occasion. 
Only a day remained before the Christmas service, but that 
very night he woke up from a sound slumber with his lovely 
tune “St. Louis” ringing in his mind. It is this tune to which 
the words are universally sung, and a finer matching of 
melody to text can hardly be imagined. 

The carol was enthusiastically sung by the Sunday School 
girls and boys, and it made.an instant appeal to all listen- 
ers. Gradually it came to the knowledge of people in other 
churches, not alone in Philadelphia, but all over the coun- 
try, so that, in time, it was given a place in most hymnals. 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” is now one of the season’s 
most familiar carols. 

Yet, when it is sung today, it is not inappropriate to re- 
member the youthful audience for which it was intended. 
In the now yellow Christmas program of the Church of the 
Holy Trinity of the year 1868, there appeared an additional 
verse, which proves that the author's first thought was of 
his Sunday School girls and boys: 


“Where children pure and happy 
Pray to the Blessed Child, 
Where misery cries out to Thee, 
Son of the Mother mild; 
Where Charity stands watching, 
And Faith holds wide the door, 
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, 
And Christmas comes once more.” 


Commitment of the life to Christ brings transformation of the life. 25 
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POOL OF GIBEON 


Battleground for centuries, 
the buried town of Gibeon 
yields its secrets. 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 
Professor of Classics, University College, Auckland, New Zealand 


se University of Pennsylvania announces the discovery of 
the biblical city of Gibeon. It is modern El-Jib, and iden- 
tification has been facilitated by the finding of three storage 
vats inscribed with the address of their owner. 


“The most spectacular discovery,” runs the archeologists’ 
report, “was a pool cut from the solid rock and large 
enough to contain a three-story house. It is believed that 
the pool is that mentioned in chapter two of the Second 
Book of Samuel, as the scene of the famous match between 
the men of Abner, Saul’s captain, and Joab, the captain of 
David's forces.” 


To call the combat “a match,” with the King James and 
most other versions, is something of a euphemism. Palestine 
was a thirsty land, and one might imagine that a truce for 
watering parties was a convention of ancient warfare. The 
two guerrilla bands meet at the deep reservoir of Gibeon. 
The story runs in Moffatt’s translation: “The two parties sat 
down one on the one side of the reservoir, and the other 
on the other side. Then Abner said to Joab, ‘Let the young 
men get up and have a fight before us.’ ‘Very well,’ said 
Joab. So the young men got up and were numbered off, 
twelve for Benjamin and Ishbaal, the son of Saul, and 
twelve adherents of David.” 


The idea was, of course, a contest of champions, and David 
and Goliath had no doubt popularized this gruesome method 
of settling disputes. The prize at Gibeon was perhaps free 
access to the water. Perhaps, too, the tough captains were 
economizing in manpower. It was cheaper to hazard a dozen 
than to commit the whole band. 


The result was horrible and unexpected. “Each caught 
his opponent by the beard and stabbed him in the side so 
that they all dropped together. Hence the spot is called 
‘The Field of Sides’ (it is at Gibeon).” A general melee fol- 
lowed the death of the twenty-four youths, and Abner was 
beaten. If the archeologists have indeed unearthed the pool, 
they have laid bare a scene of dark strife and young blood 
outpoured for the pride of man. Had Israel but followed the 
theocratic democracy of her earlier history, no rival bands 
would have met at Gibeon’s water-tank. The old prophet 
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had warned them in burning words, and by Gibeon some 
may have remembered one bitter phrase: “Here are the 
methods of the king who shall reign over you: your sons 
will he take . . . your sons. .. .” 


Anyone patient enough to pinpoint the military sites 
of Palestine from the literature of Old Testament conflict 
will be amazed at the manner in which the marks cluster on 
the map round Gibeon. From the days of Joshua, who drove 
the Canaanites @>wn the rocky valleys in this area, to the 
Great Revolt of 66 a.p., when the frenzied Jews fell on 
Cestius Gallus’ column on the road from Ajalon, the com- 
plex of ravines north of Jerusalem has been an inevitable 
scene of guerrilla conflict. In the struggle of Saul with the 
Philistines most of the heavy fighting took place in this 
vicinity. 

Gibeon was old Hivite territory, and at the time of the 
Hebrew invasion the town was a member of one of those 
loose, small federations which the communities of Palestine 
seemed to have formed in the face of the menace from across 
the Jordan. The famous Tell-el-Amarna letters are fairly 
clear evidence of a period of fumbling and weakness on 
the part of Pharoah’s government, which left Palestine a 
prey to the organized invasion coming in from Jericho. 


News traveled fast, and the tribes became rapidly aware 
that the incursion from the desert was no mere nomad raid, 
but a firm and organized assault with the object of per- 
manent occupation. The fall of a fortress like Jericho must 
have sent a wave of panic through the little towns of the 
interior. 

Hence the decision of the men of Gibeon to defect, and 
leave their sister communities to their fate. They had 
enough information, however, to convince themselves that 
the Hebrews were not easy folk to pacify. They had a mis- 
sion, it was reported, nothing less than the overwhelming 
and the cleansing of the land. And so the Hivites of Gibeon 
evolved their trick. They clothed their envoys in patched 
and tattered clothes, and shod them with patched shoes. 
On the pack animals they loaded patched and travel-stained 
wineskins, and they filled the saddle-bags with moldy bread 
and food. Thus tricked out, the envoys approached Joshua 
and asked for an alliance. “We come from a country very 
far away,” they said, and pointed to their travel-worn ac- 
coutrements and decayed provisions. “This bread we took 
hot out of our houses on the day we started. These wine- 
skins were new when we filled them. . . .” 


Thinking his visitors were from an area outside the ambit 
of his territorial future, Joshua gave them a treaty and 
was angry when he found that Gibeon was just beyond the 
ranges. When the Jerusalem federation attacked the rene- 
gades, he nevertheless went to their aid. Such was once the 
pledged word. Perhaps Gibeon will teach us something more 
about these canny Canaanites. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 18) 


style designed to appeal to readers of 
all classes. The gospel message will be 
definite and attractive, according to 
Editor Alejandro Clifford, of Argentina, 
who is pushing ahead with the prepara- 
tion of material for coming issues. 

José Bongarra, Verbo’s Argentine 
business manager, is now on a tour of 
the Latin countries organizing the re- 
gional work of writing, advertising, and 
distribution. Plans call for a forty-eight 
page publication, amply illustrated and 
with much color, to sell for about 15 
cents (U.S.). 


MORE BIBLES FOR ASIA 


A series of policy decisions aimed at 
increasing Bible distribution in South- 
east Asia were adopted at a meeting in 
Tjimbuleuit, Indonesia attended by 
Bible society representatives. 

Present in addition to United Bible 
Societies officials and workers from 
India, Ceylon, Thailand, Malaya, Hong 
Kong and Indonesia were staff members 
of the older Bible Societies of the 
Netherlands, Great Britain, Scotland, 
Australia and the United States. 

The group formed a standing com- 
mittee for Southeast Asia. They urged 
the construction of Bible Houses in 
various countries and the purchase of a 
central printing press as well as of a 
number of trucks to facilitate the dis- 
tribution of Bibles in the great back- 
country reaches of the areas represented. 


CRIME RATE UP 14.4% 


Crime increased 14.4 per cent through- 
out the United States in the first half of 
1956, the sharpest rise since World War 
II, Director J. Edgar Hoover of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation re 
ported in Washington. 

The increase, which brought the 
crime rate to a new all-time record, 
wiped out a slight decrease which was 
noted by the FBI in 1955. 

In its semi-annual report on uniform 
crime statistics, the FBI said that if the 
crime rate of the first six months of 
1956 continues, more than 2,500,000 
crimes will be committed in the United 
States this year. 

Up to June 30, offenses known to 
police totaled 1,291,120, compared with 
1,128,350 in the same period of 1955. 
Included in the totals for the first half 
of 1956 were 3,420 murders, 3,250 cases 
of manslaughter, 9,930 rapes, 29,940 
armed robberies, 266,900 burglaries and 
134,320 automobile thefts. 


CHINESE FAVOR “LENIENCY” 


Religious bodies are still “firmly en- 
trenched” in Communist China and for 
this reason some “leniency” must be 
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shown towards them, two leading dele- 
gates told the Chinese Communist Party 
Congress in Peiping. 

The Peiping Radio reported the 
speeches of the delegates, Li Wei Han, 
director of the Department of United 
Front Work of the Party’s Central Com- 
mittee, and Kao Feng, representing 
Chingnai province. 

In his talk, Li said that while many 
church leaders are “patriotic” some may 
have to be “remolded a bit.” 

“This will come in due time with 
education and persuasion,” he added. 

He listed the “five” religions in China 
as “Buddhism, Taoism, Islamism, Chris- 
tianity and Roman Catholicism.” Li did 
not explain why he made a distinction 
between the last two. 

Li made no mention of the persecu- 
tion of foreign Christian missionaries, 
an issue which observers here said the 
Chinese Communists wish to avoid es- 
pecially since it tends to remind the 
people of the benefits missionaries 
brought to China over the centuries. 


SOCIAL SECURITY FOR MISSIONARIES 


Observers of government policy in 
Washington and numerous missionary 
executives are of the opinion that hun- 
dreds of missionaries who are entitled to 
participation in the Social Security pro- 
gram will fail to exercise their option to 
participate, because they lack proper in- 
formation concerning the benefits of 
Social Security. 

Ordained, licensed or commissioned 
missionaries who were active as mis- 
sionaries on or before January 1, 1955, 
have until April 15, 1957, to file their 
election of coverage with the Internal 
Revenue Bureau. If they fail to file by 
that date they will forfeit all rights to 
participate in Social Security as self- 
employed individuals. 

Social Security tax is now 3 per cent 
of all earnings up to $4200 a year. This 
tax is scheduled to increase gradually 
until it will reach 6 per cent in 1975. 
However, the benefits of Social Security 
make the program extremely desirable 
for most missionaries serving mission 
boards which do not have a highly de- 
veloped retirement policy. 


PROGRESS AMONG MAU MAU 


Missionary observers have reported 
that among the Kikuyu in Kenya there 
remain very few “hard core” Mau Mau. 
These will remain indefinitely in deten- 
tion camps. 

For some months the mission boards 
in Kenya, at the request of the British 
government, have carried on evangelis- 
tic and educational work in the Mau 
Mau detention camps. The majority in 
the camps are now willing to discuss 
their problems, whereas in the past they 
have been unreachable. They are now 
interested in land planning, family plan- 


‘ning, and in personal salvation. Mission- 


ary work in women’s camps is effecting 
a similar change of attitude and response 
to the gospel. 

Missionaries on the scene. are én-' 
couraged by the fact that these Mau 
Mau are progressing toward liberation 
among their own people. As they show 
improvement they are moved into an- 
other classification until they are 
allowed to return to normal life. Re- 
cently 350 were released in one week. 

A Christian African chief, member of 
the Legislative Council, has stated that 
he feels the land consolidation, the new 
village housing plans, and the absorp- 
tion of the rehabilitated is a very good 
plan and greatly appreciated by the 
Kikuyu in general. 


MOODY ON TELEVISION 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, is on 
television now. 

A series of thirteen films is being 
shown on stations across the country. 
Everything from the theory of relativity 
to talking fish, from astronomy to car- 
nivorous plants is covered in these tele- 
vision films. They have been adapted 
from the famous “Sermons from Sci- 
ence” color films produced by Moody 
Institute of Science. 


LIQUOR STORES OUTNUMBER CHURCHES 


Liquor establishments outnumber 
churches by better than four to three, 
the Methodist Board of Temperance 
declared in Washington. 

The board said latest Internal Reve- 
nue Service figures show that on June 
80, 1956, there were 274,877 retail 
dealers in liquor and 168,180 retail 
dealers in beer in the United States, a 
total of 443,057. The Yearbook of 
American Churches states that there 
were 305,449 churches and synagogues 
in the United States. 


DENIES SUPPRESSION OF STATISTICS 

The Department of Commerce denied 
it is suppressing the publication of sta- 
tistics on the sale and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages. 

Replying to recent charges by Mrs. 
Glenn G. Hays of Evanston, IIl., presi- 
dent of the National Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, a department 
spokesman said it published an official 
estimate of American consumers’ ex- 
penditure on liquor in the July, 1956, 
issue of its monthly Survey of Current 
Business. 

The estimate for 1955 was $9,050,000,- 
000, an increase of about $1,000,000,000 
over 1954. 

Mrs. Hays charged at the WCTU’s 
annual executive committee meeting in 
Atlanta, Ga., that the government 
“buries” statistics on liquor consumption 
because of “fear of public reaction” if 
the facts were known. 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


NOVEMBER 25, 1956 
The Prodigal Son 


Background Scripture: Luke 15:11—32 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 103:1-13 

Memory Selection: Psalm 103:10, 11 
INTRODUCTION ‘The significance of this 
most lovely parable will 
be completely missed if we come to the 
end of our lesson only with the prayer that 
some prodigal will realize the love of God 
and come to Him; its truth will only have 
reached us if we each come to the place 
where from the heart we say, “Thy love 
unknown has broken every barrier down; 
now to be Thine, yea Thine alone, O Lamb 
of God, I come.” For one of the great 
lessons of this parable is that we are all 
prodigals—some staying, spiritually speak- 
ing, at home and keeping our rebellion to 
the Father quiet and respectable, and 
others going into a far country. There is 
much difference in appearance but little 
in kind; for “all we like sheep have gone 
astray we have turned every one to his own 
way” (Isa. 53:6); note that going astray is 
“turning every one to his own way!” It takes 
one to the slime of sin in a far country and 
another to the sourness of sulking jealously 
in the fields, but basically it is the same sin— 
it is self-will, and we all have it from baby- 
hood. It was there in two contrasting forms 
in the crowd listening to Jesus as He spoke; 
for there were publicans and sinners, sin- 
stained but eager to hear (15:1), and there 
were scribes and Pharisees, self-righteous and 
quick to criticize (15:2). Every one was a 
sinner; each had turned to his own way; 
to all of them Christ spoke this parable! 
So it comes home to us; for we too are self- 
willed, and the writer of these lessons, the 
teacher of the class, and every class member 
must come to this lesson with the realiza- 
tion of our personal need of its teaching. 
(Our previous lesson this year on the same 
passage will give added help to teachers— 
see ETERNITY January, 1956). 


EXPOSITION 
Needs of the Children 


We turn to our own way because in our 
pride we think it best, and the two sons 
turned to theirs for the same reason—their 
great need was a new understanding of their 
father, and that is the greatest need of man- 
kind—a new conception of their Father God. 
If we think of God as a policeman—only 
concerned with the administration of the 
law—we shall live mentally in a police state, 
and our religion will simply be a system of 
rewards for obedience to the letter of the 
law and punishments for breaking it. This 
was the attitude of the elder brother (Luke 
15:28-30); it was and is the attitude of un- 
lovely, loveless, and censorious religious 
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people in every age and country. Or, with 
this policeman conception of God in our 
minds, we may swing (as did the younger 
brother) to the other pole and conceive that 
happiness can only exist by getting away 
from what we think to be limiting inhibi- 
tions. Poor boy (and poor sinners all of us) 
it took a long journey and a series of bitter 
experiences for him to realize that the only 
bonds the Father used were those of love, 
and infinitely more to be desired and more 
comfortable to wear than the chains of sin! 
The fundamental need in both their hearts 
was a true appreciation of the Person and 
love of God, and so Christ gave this por- 
trait of His Father that they all, publicans 
and sinners, scribes and Pharisees, might re- 
spond to the Eternal Love that reached out 
to them, and find that in coming to Him as 
their Father, they were coming home. This 
same truth comes to us in different words in 
Romans 12:1, 2: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. . . . Be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect will of God.” To leave our self-willed 
wanderings and come without any reserva- 
tion home to God the Father is to find that 
His will is “good, acceptable, and perfect.” 


Portrait of the Father 


What is the Father like that we may be 
wooed back to Him? Presently Christ was to 
answer this question in explicit terms (John 
14:7-11), but now He paints a vivid picture. 
God is not a policeman administering the 
Law, neither is He an a-moral supplier of 
unlimited blessings irrespective of human 
wills. He is a Father who created His chil- 
dren and supplies their needs (vs. 12); He 
watches over them with an infinite longing 
for their good and respect for the exercise 
of their free wills (vs. 20); His forgiveness 
and restoration are dependent only upon 
our desire for Him and not upon our 
worthiness or our speeches (vss. 20, 21); His 
forgiving grace is infinitely above anything 
we can ask or think (vss. 22, 24); His love 
embraces every member of the family and 
looks for their unity and joy (vss. 31, 32). 
If, having listed these things, we think we 
have exhausted this portrait, we have missed 
the essence, which is that Christ was saying 
to us all, “God is your Father, longing for 
the best for His children and only content 
when your coming to Him enables Him to 
shed His love abroad upon you.” Such a con- 
ception should woo any sinner and assure 
him of a welcome, and melt the self-right- 
eous heart of any Pharisee! 

SUMMARY As has been said before, 

there are two prodigals in 
this story, the young brother in the far 
country wasting his life and resources on 
the lusts of the flesh and grieving his 
father’s heart, and the elder brother in a 
far country mentally, cherishing hardness 
and bitterly resenting his father’s love and 
forgiveness. They both needed to appreciate 


that a father’s love cannot be satisfied with 
cold and loveless rectitude in the home, or 
with a son in the servants’ quarters; it can 
only find fulfillment in the conscious enjoy- 
ment of the father-son-brother relation- 
ship of perfect love. That alone satisfies the 
Father, says Jesus, and that alone completely 
meets our need—sinners all! 


DECEMBER 2, 1956 
Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled 


Background Scriptures: John 14 
Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 4:7-15 
Memory Selection: John 14:1 


INTRODUCTION ‘These well known verses 

lose much of their mean- 
ing unless we place them in their full con- 
text and notice that the passage begins at 
John 13:31; for it is best understood by 
reading straight through and ignoring the 
chapter divisions. We then see a group of 
questioning disciples gathered around the 
Lord who had told them of His impending 
departure (13:31-33), their inability to fol- 
low Him (vs. 33b), their badge of disciple- 
ship (vss. 34, 35), and the impending denial 
of his Lord on the part of Peter, and that 
despite his protestations of absolute devo- 
tion (vss. 37, 38). Small wonder that their 
minds were full of forebodings and ques- 
tionings; for they were face to face with the 
most searching experiences of life: the death 
of a loved leader, the challenge to live a 
life of discipleship, and the assertion that 
the most promising disciple would miserably 
fail. So we can best study this lesson if we 
see it as Christ’s answer to four of the 
most profound questions that trouble the 
human heart: “Lord, whither goest thou?” 
“Why cannot I follow thee now?” (13:36, 
37); “How can we know the way?” (14:5): 
“Show us the Father and it sufficeth us!” 
(14:8); “How wilt thou manifest thyself to 
us and not unto the world?” (14:22). And 
Christ precedes His answer to these heart 
cries of humanity with the assurance that 
— disciples may face them with untroubled 
earts! 


EXPOSITION 
The Question of Imperfect Discipleship 


The prediction of Peter’s failure checked 
even that impetuous speaker to silence, and 
it is significant that he who usually found 
it so easy to speak for others is speechless 
for himself. He is silenced by the reminder 
of his own fraility, and yet, despite the 
warning, he moves inexorably to it. Why did 
he and why do we deny our Lord despite 
our good intentions? Must we forever des- 
pair? No! says Jesus, “Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.” 

To quote Archbishop Temple: “When we 
fail in our discipleship it is always for one 
of two reasons; either we are not trying to 
be loyal, or else we are trying in our own 
strength and find that it is not enough... . 
If our habitual faith were stronger, we 
should always try to be loyal. When we 
try in our own strength and find it insuffi- 
cient, this too is evidence of defect in faith. 
Our faith is strong enough to prompt us to 
try; but it is not strong enough to claim 
the power of God for His service. . . . Fail- 
ure, then, always proves that faith is in- 
sufficient. It should drive us back upon God, 
forgetfulness of whose grace has caused the 
failure. Then every fall into sin can become 
the occasion for growth in grace.” So... 
let not your hearts be troubled: trust God 
and trust Christ! If one wave knocks us 
back, we must thereby learn to cling to our 
Savior more firmly before we face the same 


ETERNITY 




















thing again, and thus we grow unto strong 
disciples! 


The Question of Imperfect Knowledge 


The “going away” of Christ opens up all 
the questions of the human heart facing the 
unknown with imperfect knowledge. We all 
know the ache of this uncertainty in times 
of bereavement and some, during those 
periods of mental stress when the mind is 
grasping for solid fact amid all the uncer- 
tainties and fragmentary knowledge of life. 
How can we know the way? In the East, 
where vast distances were covered in primi- 
tive fashion and there had to be many rest- 
ing-places en route, it was the custom to 
send on an experienced member of the 
party to prepare the next inn for their ar- 
rival. Christ uses this picture. In His Father’s 
house (the universe) there are many rest- 
ing places (so read “mansions”); there are 
stages along the road of faith and there is 
that final step into the unknown. We are in- 
experienced travelers, but let not your heart 
be troubled—we have an experienced Guide 
who prepares each step of the journey, anti- 
cipates our needs at each stopping place en 
route, personally conducts us through, and 
will do so for that last great step (14:2-3). 
Of course, there are still questions in our 
minds (vs. 5) but the answer to them all is 
to trust Christ. He not only gives the answers 
but He is the answer—life, truth, and path- 
way—as we trust Him life itself expands, 
truth is increasingly satisfying, the way be- 
comes a perpetual communion with Him in 
which doubts and fears are hushed. 


The Question of Inadequate Revelation 


We have God’s Word, and we know the 
Lord Jesus Christ—but if only God would 
appear to us in some unmistakable way, then 
every doubt would instantly resolve and 
our problems vanish! So says Philip (14:8), 
so said the Jews (Matt. 12:38; 27:40; I 
Cor. 1:22), and we are not always far behind 
them; for such a desire is so appealing to 
the senses. It showed that they were putting 
a mental gulf between Christ and His 
Father that is quite false; for “God was in 
Christ,” and they are inseparable (vss. 9, 
10, 11). The way to know God is to know 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Spiritual things are 
spiritually discerned, and God, who is Spirit, 
cannot be understood physically. Is there 
then no way of being sure? Yes! there is; 
for the spiritual order is faith followed by 
works, and as you trust Christ to reveal God 
to you, the experiences follow (vs. 12). The 
psalmist said, “Taste and see that the Lord 
is good,” not, “See and taste,” and there is 
the spiritual principle of revelation. 

A salesman calls upon a lady to demon- 
strate TV but she insists that he first ex- 
plain fully how it works. After a long period 
of technicalities she is more than bewild- 
ered, and he is distracted until he says, “If 
you will trust me to plug it into your elec- 
tricity supply, I will convince you.” She 
agrees, and then very soon the picture is in 
her home—but she had to trust before she 
could see! Let not your heart be troubled, 

. trust Christ and you will see God. 


The Question of Personal Experience 


“How can this happen to me, surrounded 
as I am by a materialistic world?” asks 
Jude (vs. 22). The answer is as simple as 
its impact and wonder are profound. Obedi- 
ence to God will bring His actual presence 
into the life in the Person of His Holy 
Spirit (vss. 23-26), and His unfailing com- 
pany will give the needed peace (vs. 27). 
Perhaps J. H. Newman has best distilled 
this thought for us in the words: 

“And that a higher gift than grace 
Should flesh and blood refine, 
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God’s presence, and His very self, 

And essence all-Divine.” 
Let not your heart be troubled, you too may 
have God's gift of His: Spirit making real 
to you the things of Christ (vs. 26). 
SUMMARY Like two great arms 

stretched out in benedic- 

tion over the sorrows, strivings, and ques- 
tionings of the human race come these 
words of reassurance, “Let not your heart 
be troubled. . . . Believe in me” (vs. 1), 
and again (vs. 27) “Peace I leave with you. 
. .. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid.” To trust Christ and obey 
Him is to enjoy His benediction of peace. 


DECEMBER 9, 1956 


More Than Conquerors 


Background Scripture: Romans 8 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 27:1-10 
Memory Selection: Romans 8:37 


If last week’s lesson gave 
us two outstretched arms 
in benediction, this gives us two great bas- 
tions to the Christian life. It begins with 
the assurance that, “there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus,” and 
it concludes with the equally wonderful as- 
surance that there is no separation from 
His love. In between those verses cognizance 
is taken of all the normal ingredients of 
life—the warfare of flesh and spirit (vss. 2- 
14), current suffering (vs. 18), the anguish 
of the whole creation (vss. 19-22), the im- 
perfections of our prayers (vss. 26-27), and 
the guilty conscience (vs. 33)—but towering 
above them all is the certitude that we can 
be more than conquerors in all these things 
because “there is no condemnation” and 
“no separation” from God. Dr. Handley 
Moule tells of standing one moonlight night 
in the Coliseum in Rome and reading there 
the words of this Epistle, giving thanks to 
Him for those who had there triumphed 
over life and death, beasts, men, and 
demons. “Then,” he says, “we thought of 
ourselves, in our circumstances so totally 
different on the surface, yet carrying the 
same needs in our depths. Are we too to 
overcome, in the things present in our 
modern world, and in the face of ‘the 
things to come’ yet upon the earth? Are 
we to be ‘more than conquerors,’ winning 
blessing out of all things? Then for us 
also the absolute necessities are the same 
truth, and the same life—and they are ours, 
thanks be to the Name of our salvation. 
Time hath no domination over them, be- 
cause death hath no more domination over 
Him. For us too Jesus died. In us too, by 
the Holy Ghost, He lives.” So we may be 
more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 


Love’s Impotent Enemies 

This triumphant text is the Apostle’s an- 
swer to the question, “Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?” (vs. 35) which 
is the climax of a number of rhetorical 
questions asked in this p (vss. 31-35). 
He flings together all the evil forces he can 
call to mind—tribulation, distress, persecu- 
tion, nakedness, peril, sword—and says that 
amid all this welter of things we are more 
than conquerors because not one of them 
can touch, let alone quench, the love of 
Christ. We see this pattern on the earthly 
level where “many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can floods drown it” (Song of 
Sol. 8:7); adversity only drives those who 
truly love closer together and enriches them 
in a union welded all the more securely in 
the fire. Is God's love less than that? Are 
we to suppose His love to be a fragile thing 
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that shatters under adversity? Granted there 
are seasons when our love for Him is weak 
and faint; granted also there are times when 
we are little conscious of His love; but this 

ge refers, not to any feelings of His 
love or to our love for Him, but to His love 
for us—changeless, eternal, infinite—and says 
that to compare any circumstances or vicissi- 
tudes of earth with the love of God for 
those who cast themselves on His mercy and 
ask themselves if they can prevail against it, 
is to answer our own question. “To sup- 
pose that anything that avails and afflicts 
us here,” says Dr. Maclaren, “has any effect 
in making that great heart cease to love us 
is to fancy that the mists can quench the 
sunlight, is to suppose that that which lies 
down low in the can rise to poison 
and darken the heavens.” There are dark 
and severe trials that greatly test the saints 
of God, and we shall not help by belittling 
them. These trials have power sometimes to 
rack and even kill the body, in some coun- 
tries they can even try to wash the brain, 
but victory is in remembering that the 
love of Christ is unchanged. Christ said, 
“Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). The 
love of Christ is impregnable, and all forces 
and circumstances of earth are impotent to 
effect any separation between His love and 
His children. 

Love’s Gift of Victory 


There is more in this passage than the 
assurance of changeless love to which we 
cling helplessly through the darkest days; 
there is the conviction born of experience 
that because of His unfailing love we can 
turn the most somber experiences into vic- 
tory. Being conquerors means we must have 
struggled and fought; for there is obviously 
no victory without conflict. Many a man 
or woman faced with some terrible tempta- 
tion when far from home has rejected and 
conquered it in the strength that came 
when they remembered the love of distant 
mother, father, wife, husband, or friend, 
and in so doing have found new courage 


and character. How much more will our 
characters be strengthened to resist and 
overcome temptation at the thought of the 
unalterable love of Christ? There is an 
appeal to a life of victory that says, “Un- 
less you do this or do not do that, you will 
not know God’s richest blessing”—an ap- 
peal that is similar to the foolish and out- 
moded approach to children that says, “If 
you do that, mummy will not love you.” 
An infinitely richer appeal is to give your 
child the knowledge that no matter what 
happens, your love is constant and unalter- 
able, for the fear of grieving such a love 
will strengthen him to resist temptation and 
— him to great efforts. The knowledge 

at those eyes of love which discern the 
“thoughts and intents of the heart” are ever 
upon us in infinite grace and changeless 
mercy will enable us to win victories out 
of what would be certain defeat. 


Love’s Triumphant Assurance 


The love of earthly friends can traverse 
oceans and continents, can follow us through 
the skies as we take our journeys, and sweet- 
en and sanctify every living moment; but 
it can only move within the orbit of man’s 
finiteness. There is a love that, being syn- 
onymous with Almighty Power, ranges 
through the whole universe and has nothing 
outside its orbit. It has reached down 
through the timelessness of the past, it 
has come to us in the Incarnation, ‘it has 
gone through the veil of death (even the 
death of the cross), it has persisted beyond 
death to resurrection, and is now eternally 
enthroned. It is the love of God in Christ, 
and there is no realm in which the believer 
moves or will go where it is inoperative or 
other than sovereign. Therefore, the chap- 
ter closes in a blaze of magnificent and 
triumphant assurance—summing up all that 
the human mind can compass (vss. 38, 39); 
it asserts that none of these things can 
possibly separate us from His love. 
SUMMARY The very heart of this les- 

son is in a true story told 
by F. D. Maurice. A friend once said, “How 
are we to know when we have got hold of 
God? because sometimes we seem to have 
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got a real hold of Him, whilst at other times 
we can realize nothing.” . . . And Maurice 
answered, “You have not got hold of God, 
but He has got hold of you.” It is the 
realization of that fact that makes us more 
than conquerors and creates an answering 
love to God in our hearts; for “we love 
Him because He first loved us.” 


DECEMBER 16, 1956 
The Way of Christian Love 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 
12:27—13:13 
Devotional Reading: I John 4:7-21 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 13:13 
INTRODUCTION Corinth was in many re- 
spects the most important 
city of Greece, the center of commerce and 
government, focus of trade routes, a great 
seaport and citadel, and seat of the worship 
of Aphrodite, the religious ceremonial of 
which included abominable vice. During the 
visit of the Apostle Paul (Acts 18), a church 
was born and flourished, but from the two 
Corinthian Epistles we notice that this group 
had the tendency to schism (I Cor. 1:10-13), 
which is not unknown today; a marked in- 
clination to fall back into sordid sins (chaps. 
5-10)—not surprising in view of the moral 
atmosphere of Corinth but an evil to be 
combated; and a desire on the part of some 
for prominence in the church by the magni- 
fying of a particular gift. Christ does build 
His church by means of the gifts of varied 
ministries (12:28), and it is right and good 
that we should covet the gifts that bring 
most spiritual enrichment (12:31), but there 
are two vital things to be remembered in 
this respect: (1) Each church, like the hu- 
man body, is made up of many parts which 
are mutually dependent, and ministries are 
given not for the self-glorification but for 
the edifying of the whole; it is not for us 
to seek to measure the relative importance 
of the gifts. (2) There is a Christian grace 
which transcends all gifts; without it the 
most brilliant talents are empty and void 
(preachers and leaders take note!); with it 
the life of the humblest Christian is invest- 
ed with beauty and has a continual and 
fruitful ministry to others; that Christian 
grace is the “more excellent way” (12:31), 
the way of Christian love. 


EXPOSITION 
Love’s Indispensability 


Preaching or teaching without love, how- 
ever brilliant, is empty noise; for it falls 
on the ear without touching the heart 
(vs. 1). The gift of prophecy allied to an 
erudite mind and enlightened by great faith 
in God is valueless unless illumined and 
softened by love (vs. 2). Generosity un- 
warmed by love is “cold as charity,” and 
martyrdom itself has no merit (there have 
been martyrs for bad causes as well as good) 
unless motivated by love (vs. 3). Love 
therefore, is i indispensable. You may 
ps a! a leading architect and give him 
authority to plan and build a house irres- 
pective of cost so that it includes every 
comfort, facility, and enjoyment that the 
ingenuity of man can devise, but it takes 
love to make it a real home, and that can 
thrive without material luxury! To go into 
a loveless house is to realize the indispen- 
sability of love. Likewise we may organize 
our churches, prepare our lessons, preach 
our sermons, multiply our giving and statis- 
tics, raise our music to connoisseur level, 
beautify our buildings, . . . and if our fel- 
lowship knows nothing of the throb of real 
love to God in its worship, or true love to 
fellow Christians in its fellowship, it is all 
cold, empty, and vain. Love “fills out” every 
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gift; indeed, each gift is really only a vehi- 
cle by which to convey love—love to God 
and to. one another—and without any gift 
is just an empty basket. Love is indispen- 
sable. In the light of this how much of all 
our effort is nullified before we begin? 


Love’s Characteristics 


Love has its counterfeits—a purely emo- 
tional feeling (often as sickly as evanescent) 
or a facade of geniality—so we are given the 
true marks of love (vss. 4-8). Phillips trans- 
lates these verses: “This love . . . is slow 
to lose patience—it looks for a way of being 
constructive. It is not possessive; it is 
neither anxious to impress nor does it 
cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. 
Love has good manners and does not pursue 
selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It does 
not compile statistics of evil or gloat over 
the wickedness of other people. On the 
contrary, it is glad with all good men when 
Truth prevails. Love knows no limit to its 
endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of 
its hope: it can outlast anything. It is, in 
fact, the one thing that still stands when all 
else has fallen.” There is enough in that 
passage to knock our pretensions of love out 
of our minds! Impatience, possessiveness, 
self-importance, bad manners, selfishness, 
being touchy, compiling statistics of evil 
(Kinsey?)—do any of these constitute part 
of a self-portrait of us or our service for 
Christ? And are we passing these counter- 
feits on to our children by teaching them 
the extremes of self-expression to the det- 
riment of others and encouraging them to 
worship the god of personal success? And 
do we, in our treatment of other races, 
peoples, and ethnic groups, feel it is enough 
to give “our goods to feed” them rather 
than our hearts to love, and be unselfish 
and patient in so doing? These are search- 
ing questions to us all, and we can each add 
to them many pertinent ones from our im- 
mediate surroundings. Love is indispensable 
but it is in short supply even among Chris- 
tians, for we need to know afresh the con- 
straining love of Christ. 

Love’s Imperishability 

Love never faileth. We have only to 
turn to the records of our prophetic students 
to realize the imperfections of their under- 
standing (e.g., the revived Roman Empire!), 
and every politician has to rely upon the 
short memory of his constituents! The know- 
ledge that fifty years ago enabled men to 
build a heavier-than-air machine that ac- 
tually flew is today so outdated as to be 
laughable, for technology develops so fast 
that the outstanding of yesterday is the 
outdated today. And what will it be when 
our spiritual childhood is past and we 
“know even as we are known”? How then 
will appear the profoundest wisdom of 
our age, seeing at best we all know in part 
and prophecy in part? We need to be con- 
scious of the transience and im ion 
of our highest attainments (9-12). Through- 
out life, faith, hope, and love will always 
endure to play their vital parts, but the 
most enduring of all is love—for God is love 
and when we see Him we shall be like Him. 
When all else is passed away, love must en- 
dure. Love is imperishable. 

SUMMARY Most of us will never be 

foreign missionaries, evan- 
gelists, or pastors, but God has placed with- 
in the scope of each of us the possibility of 
possessing the greatest gift of all and the 
service without which every other ministry 
is lifeless. We may know the gift of divine 
love which is both indispensable and im- 
perishable; therefore, by all means “covet 
earnestly the best gifts,” but do not over- 
look the “more excellent way” of love which 
is the greatest gift of all. 
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Collectivism on the Campus: The Battle 
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E. Merrill Root. Devin-Adair. 383 pp. 


$5.00. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


Prof. Root’s book ought to be on the 
desk of every university administrator, 
every legislator, and every parent with 
children in college. It is a presentation 
of many upsetting, uncomfortable, and 
serious facts about American universi- 
ties and their infiltration by Commun- 
ism. Two of the professors cited were 
professors this reviewer studied under 
in university days, and as he reflects 
back on the lectures, he can now spot 
their obvious brief for the philosophy 
of dialectical materialism. 

Our great universities, once the cen- 
ter of orthodox and evangelical Chris- 
tianity, are now significantly infiltrated 
by card-holders, or active workers with- 
out cards, or fellow travelers, or naive 
or idealistic dupes. It might be argued 
that these form a very small number; 
for the vast majority of university pro- 
fessors go their way without any con- 
cern for Communistic dogma. Root ar- 
gues that this is a narcotizing attitude. 
First, one pro-Communist professor can 
be the source of considerable ideological 
infection among students and fellow 
faculty members; and, secondly, Com- 
munism has demonstrated repeatedly 
that a small group of highly trained 
Communists can control a group tens 
of thousands of times larger. 

The bulk of Root’s book is concerned 
with a careful documentation of their 
various types of infiltration of Commun- 
istic ideas into our universities; the his- 
tory of some of the professors and stu- 
dents; and the results of government 
investigation. The issue is that collec- 
tivism (Communism, Fabianism, Social- 
ism) is capturing the mind of our pro- 
fessors and students, and not individual- 
ism after Emerson and Thoreau. He also 
identifies “true liberalism” and “con- 
servatism” with individualism. 

While registering hearty agreement 
with most of what Root says, we felt 
restive about some matters. For exam- 
ple, why is the sensitive, intellectual 
professor and student frequently pro- 
collectivist? What is it about American 
politics and economics that makes them 
restless? Until this issue is properly an- 
alyzed and debated, we beat the air 
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over the phenomenon that pro-red teach- 
ers are in our universities. 

Again government control is equated 
with collectivism. But is this not a far 
more complicated question than Root 
makes it out to be? Where on the con- 
tinuum of the absolute minimum of 
government to full government control 
of human life does “necessary” govern- 
ment end and “collectivism” begin? With 
the increase of industrialization, rapid 
transportation, and powerful chemicals 
must come government regulation, and 
just where does “government regulation” 
end and “creeping socialism” begin? 

A third matter is that the choice is 
given us to be an individualist or a non- 
individualistic collectivist. Anything to 
the left of Thoreau or Emerson is on 
the sliding scale to Communism. Hence, 
one must agree with Root or come un- 


der the shadow of collectivistic suspicion. 
But is this not a violation of his own 
theme that the true liberal is one who 
will not be stereotyped? 


The famous Army vs. McCarthy hear- 
ings revealed that there are a large num- 
ber of Americans whose political and 
economic creed as well as their patriot- 
ism are above reproach who do not ap- 
preciate the option of McCarthy or 
Stalin. 

Having said this we do not mean to 
detract a bit from the evidence present- 
ed in Root’s book. The saddest revela- 
tion he makes is that so many people— 
students, professors, parents, university 
presidents—were so naive, or so ignorant, 
or so careless about Communism and 
its dangers. Even worse, men whose 
character and convictions were above 
reproach failed to treat Communism 
properly in their schools when its infil- 
tration was unequivocally demonstrated. 

The book concludes with a very handy 
chart of the report of the Jenner com- 
mittee. It gives the professor’s name, 
the date of the hearing, his testimony 
regarding his party membership, his 
educational institution, his position, and 
the time of his employment. 





AN OLD FAVORITE IN A NEW 
RED DRESS 


The Book of Life, by Newton M. Hall 
and Irving F. Wood. Rudin, 8 vols. 


4,100 pp. 


Reviewed by Russell T. Hitt 


For many years discerning parents 
have provided their families with a set 
of books called The Book of Life. 

Now this popular eight volume set— 
the new twenty-fourth edition—has been 
beautifully bound in a simulated red pig- 
skin and stamped in gold and black. 

The genius of The Book of Life is that 
it brings together in eight compact vol- 


umes background material on the great 
passages of Scripture, giving a real 
compendium of helps. There are repro- 
ductions of many of the great master- 
pieces of religious art, archeological evi- 
dences supporting the claims of Scrip- 
ture, and related hymns and poems. 
Just at this season parents would do 
well to investigate The Book of Life as 
a long-to-be-treasured Christmas present. 





Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible. 
Charles Simeon. 21 Volumes. Zonder- 
van. $3.95 each. Complete set if or- 
dered before Dec. 31: $72.95. 

Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Every Christian home ought to be 
equipped with a number of worthwhile 
biblical volumes that will enrich the 
spare hours with valuable reading. These 
expository outlines are devotional gems 
for the whole family. Used in family 
altar worship, or for the individual quiet 


time, the outlines will offer much that 
is spiritually refreshing. For these are 
not just skeletons; each book proves to 
be a guide, leading the reader through 
the rich pasture-lands of Scripture. This 
reviewer has frequently used the volumes 
to stimulate his weary mind after a full 
day’s study and research, and has always 
found Simeon’s suggestions and com- 
ments most invigorating. The Sunday 
school teacher who wishes just a bit 
more than his lesson quarterly may offer 


ETERNITY 


will relish the way the author comes right 
‘to the point in each paragraph, making 
a tedious search unnecessary. The Chris- 
tian layman, called on short notice to 
bring a message to an adult class, prayer 
meeting, or other study group, will dis- 
cover that an hour spent with Simeon 
at almost any point in the Bible, will 
furnish more than enough to start him 
thinking in challenging channels. And 
the busy pastor, beset with a host of 
ministerial duties and yet faced with the 
preparation of a sermon, will turn with 
confidence to these expository outlines. 

These are miniature commentaries 
which mine the riches of the Word of 
God and bring to the surface sparkling 
gems that satisfy the soul. Every Chris- 
tian—layman or clergyman—will benefit 
immeasurably by having this set in his 
library. The last of the volumes will be 
published this month, completing the 
set with its 2,536 outlines, fully indexed 
by title, topic, and Scripture reference. 
A very practical help to satisfy the spirit- 
ual appetite of any child of God. 


Sermons on Bible Themes. John H. Mc- 
Comb. Broadway. 99 pp. $1.75. 
Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


As the title of this book suggests, Dr. 
McComb has given to us in this little 
book a series of twelve messages on great 
Bible themes. Some of the subjects are: 
“The Faith that Saves,” “No Other 
Gospel,” “The Foolishness of Preach- 
ing.” “Why the World Is as It Is,” and 
several others. 

The messages in this volume are clear 
and concise, scriptural and helpful. This 
book should be used to bring the un- 
saved to Christ and to build Christians 
in their faith. One may well read with 
profit these messages from the pen of the 
pastor of Broadway Presbyterian Church 
of New York City. 


Red Dragon Over China. Harold H. 
Martinson. Augsburg. 328 pp. $3.50. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


This is one of the most alarming and 
terrifying books to come from the Chris- 
tian press in a long time. It is the story 
of the rise of Communism in China and 
the horrible atrocities perpetrated by 
the Communists in that land. 

Students of history will be fascinated 
as they trace with the Lutheran mission- 
ary-writer the insidious development of 
Communism in the Orient. The gradual 
steps taken, the important personages 
unmasked, the plight of the Chinese 
people—all are graphically portrayed on 
these pages for a complacent world to 
see. The author states that the situation 
in China is so threatening that his book 
appears as a warning to a largely un- 
suspecting world. 

Part two of the book describes the 
horror that grips a populace when such 


December 1956 


a force as Communism takes over. The 
brainwashing techniques, the tortures, 
the murders, the shattered minds and 
bodies of the victims are all placed be- 
fore the reader with no attempt to 
spare detail. The author is convinced 
that everyone must know what awaits a 
land that falls prey to the “red dragon” 
of Communism. 

This is an unforgettable book—an 
attempt to raise the curtain on the stark 
tragedy of a land and people who suffer 
beneath the heel of the unscrupulous 
forces of Godless Communism. A must 
book for every Christian. 


To the Golden Shore by Courtney An- 
derson. Little, Brown. Boston. 530 pp. 
$6.00. 

Reviewed by Dr. Barnhouse 


A biography of Adoniram Judson, pio- 
neer Baptist missionary to Burma. It has 
been an incredible hundred years since 
Judson went to Asia. The past century 
has seen the Far East emerge from the 
Middle Ages into modern times. Archi- 
tect of this change in the land of Burma 
was Judson. His translation of the Bible 
into Burmese and issuance of the Bur- 
mese dictionary opened the way for cross 
currents of culture which have become 
so important in the rise of Burma. This 
volume, written from the secular point 
of view, is a wonderful story, a first-rate 
travel book; and, despite the author's 
lack of spiritual perception, it is the dis- 
tinguished biography of a noble Chris- 
tian. Mr. Anderson is unable to com- 
prehend the supernatural forces which 
moved Judson, but the believer will be 
able to read through his lines to the 
great realities. 


Morning and Evening. Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. Zondervan. 735 pp. Index. 
$3.95. 

Reviewed by Dr. Barnhouse 


Whenever a nineteenth century re- 
print comes to our desk we look at it 
from several points of view. Four dollars 
for a volume is a lot of money from the 
pocket of a young preacher or from any 
one for that matter. Spurgeon’s complete 
works are available through second-hand 
stores at not too much above the price 
of five or six of these oft-recurring re- 
prints. It is true that this is the first 
edition of this famous daily devotional 
help (a single page of meditation on 
two times 365 texts) which is to be 
found in large, readable type. And if 
you do not have this help in any other 
edition it can be of great value to you. 
When measured by the fact that its daily 
devotions come at about one half a cent 
apiece it may not be too much. Some of 
these pages could absolutely transform 
some of your days. 
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INTERVIEW 
(Continued from page 9) 


which He wished to convey his message, 
God's Spirit prepared the whole man 
and worked through the prophet’s or 
the apostle’s entire personality. He did 
not override the author’s human per- 


sonality. 
Mr. Woods: The idea of “verbal in- 
spiration,” as I understand it, applied 


not to any particular version of Scrip- 
ture, but to the original writings, none 
of which as autographs we have. Is not 
such a position, therefore, a theoretical, 
philosophical position rather than a 
meaningful, realistic, practical one? 

Dr. Kantzer: By no means! This is one 
of the most practical aspects of the whole 
doctrine of inspiration. It is true that 
according to the orthodox doctrine of 
inspiration, as we have tried to set it 
forth in our statement, inspiration ap- 
plies immediately only to the original 
writings of the apostles and prophets 
and not to contemporary copies. The 
immense value of such an inspiration of 
the autographs, however, lies in the fact 
that this enables us to use our present- 
day copies of the Bible so as to get at 
the truth of God through an objective 
standard. If, on the other hand, no orig- 
inal inspired manuscript ever . existed, 
we could never be sure that we had ar- 
rived at exactly what God wished to 
tell us. Let me illustrate what I mean. 
Suppose we took the first verses of the 
Gospel of John, which are so familiar 
to all of us. If we know that there was 
an originally inspired manuscript writ- 
ten by the Apostle John and that this 
manuscript taught the truth of God 
without error, then we may take our 
present texts and by scientific study try 
to discover the genuine text. In the 
particular case we have noted, the open- 
ing verses of the Gospel of John, we 
can arrive at an almost absolute cer- 
tainty as to what really were the words 
that John himself wrote. What have we 
then after we have determined the cor- 
rect text? We have the Word of God. 
The degree to which we are sure that 
our present text was really written by the 
Apostle John, therefore, is the degree of 
assurance that we have before us the 
very inerrant Word of God. 

By contrast with this, if we don’t 
know that the original was ever given 
by inspiration of God and was thus in- 
errant, we may, then, go through this 
whole process of objective and scientific 
study in order to ascertain the genuine 
text, but when we have finished, what 
do we get at the end? We get the gen- 
uine words of the man John, but whether 
what John really said is true and comes 
with divine authority, or not, we do not 
know. 

Mr. Woods: I understand that the 
Wheaton College Bible Department 





would believe that figurative, allegoric, 
and symbolic language is employed in 
Scripture and that verbal inspiration 
does not guarantee that the Scripture 
gives technical and specific data in sci- 
entific language but that the Scripture 
speaks in the language of the common 
man of the day in which the event took 
place. Yet the Scripture speaks truth- 
fully. If this is so, interpretation is neces- 
sary. We must ask ourselves what do 
these words mean, what did they mean 
to the man of that day, what do they 
mean to us? This drives us back to the 
idea behind the words to the message 
itself. Therefore, is not the important 
thing the rightly interpreted message 
conveyed rather than a long discussion 
about the words themselves? 

Dr. Kantzer: You are quite right in 
what you say. Certainly Scripture was 
given in the popular language of the 
people and not in scientific language. 
After all very few people are scientists, 
and relatively few people understand 
scientific language. But everybody, sci- 
entists as well, understands the popular 
language of common people. If the 
Bible is a universal book given to every- 
one, then it necessarily follows that it 
must be written in the popular language 
of the people. 

Now, what about the other much 
more basic question, are not words less 
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important than ideas? You may recall 
our previous discussion about the dif- 
ference between concept inspiration and 
verbal inspiration. Concept inspiration 
separated the ideas from the words. Ver- 
bal inspiration points to the true mean- 
ing of words—that they are symbols of 
ideas—and therefore insists that words 
and ideas must be kept together. Ideas 
are conveyed by words. Only by the safe- 
guarding of the words—that is, through a 
verbal inspiration—can we be sure that 
we are securing the ideas which God 
wishes to convey to us. 

We must also remember that God did 
not give the words of Scripture in an 
isolated fashion but that He used men 
to write books. In short, God used words 
—in their total context and in a particu- 
lar historical setting. This means, of 
course, that if we are to secure from the 
words of the Bible the message that God 
really wished to convey, we must exer- 
cise great care to interpret the Bible 
rightly. The key to all right biblical 
interpretation is that the Bible must be 
interpreted in its context. We are all 
familiar with the illustration: the Bible 
teaches atheism; for it says, ““There is no 
god.” But many who recognize this 
obvious fallacy of quoting the Bible out 
of context are not so careful in other 
less obvious areas. They may, for ex- 
ample, insist that the Bible is literally 
true. In reality the Bible is not neces- 
sarily literally true or figuratively true. 
It is true! It is true in the sense in which 
the author means it. If he means any 
particular passage to be taken literally, 
then it is literally true; if he means it 
figuratively, then it is figuratively true. 
In the same fashion we must be careful 
about making the Bible speak in precise 
scientific terms. In every instance we 
must strive for the true intent of the 
author. We must seek to discover the 
point of view from which the author is 
writing. We must understand what this 
particular writer means by these par- 
ticular words in this particular historical 
context. 

Mr. Woods: Let us take an example. 
There is the question of the Flood. The 
words of Scripture tell us that apart from 
that life which was preserved in the ark, 
the world was destroyed, the mountains 
covered, and human and animal life 
destroyed as a judgment against sin. 
Some Christian scientists tell us that this 
is true only from the limited viewpoint 
of the observer. The observer spoke the 
truth as he saw it; the world and animal 
and human life were destroyed from his 
point of view. But in reality this was 
not the case: only a small section of the 
world was inundated, only a part of 
human and animal life destroyed. How 
do you interpret the Flood Story in the 
light of your commitment to verbal in- 
spiration and the necessity of interpret- 
ing the Word of God correctly? 
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Dr. Kantzer: In turning to the biblical 
account of the Flood, I remember first 
of all that the context of this passage is 
one of judgment upon man who has 
fallen as a race into sin. The story of 
the Flood, then, is showing that man, 
because of his sin, was wiped out. In this 
account the Flood certainly is universal, 
but universal with respect to the point 
of view from which the author writes 
and with respect to the matter under 
consideration; namely, man as a sinner. 
I would, therefore, interpret the passage 
as meaning that the Flood is certainly 
universal as far as man had spread across 
the face of the earth, so that the judg- 
ment of the Flood might really be a uni- 
versal judgment upon man, the sinner. 
The question as to whether or not the 
Flood was universal in an absolute 
sense covering all of the physical earth 
and all of the animal life, would seem 
to me not to be a point under considera- 
tion by the author. Now I do not deny 
that God might have brought a uni- 
versal flood over all the earth, but I 
would insist only that the Genesis pas- 
sage taken in its context is not specially 
interested in the universality of the 
Flood beyond that which relates to man 
and his sin. 

Mr. Woods: May I ask one more ques- 
tion of this nature: take for example the 
account of the creation and fall of man 
as recorded in Genesis; is this to be 
taken literally? Was there a real serpent? 
Did it speak, et cetera? Or is this some- 
what allegorical? Can this chapter, in 
part at least, be considered as a parable? 

Dr. Kantzer: I must preface my an- 
swer to this question as I did my answer 
to the last question by pointing once 
again to the nature of Scripture. Scrip- 
ture is given to us in order to tell us the 
truth. We dare not assume at the start 
that it is telling us the truth in figura- 
tive language or in literal language. 
When I turn to the early chapters of 
Genesis, therefore, I dare not jump to 
the conclusion that any particular por- 
tion of the story is either literal or 
figurative until I have examined what 
the author is trying to accomplish and 
precisely what he is saying in the chap- 
ter. 

As I examine the Genesis account in 
chapters 1 through 3, I am impressed by 
the fact that God is there seeking to give 
us an explanation of the origin of man 
so that we may learn man’s relationship 
to God and the relationship which all 
men bear to each other. Accordingly I 
cannot interpret the chapter except as 
teaching that God actually created one 
man to whom all the rest of the human 
beings in this world are related. Eve 
also is related to Adam. 

Now some Bible students, as you 
know, have thought that the rib spoken 
of in the chapter is to be taken in a 
slightly figurative sense. I do not quarrel 
with them. But these are not idle words, 
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they are words given by God to convey 
truth. If, therefore, as some suggest, the 
words are figurative, they must be a 
figure of something—of some truth. 
From what I have said, it ought to be 
obvious that any sort of interpretation 
which simply sets aside these words and 
refuses to take them seriously would 
seem to me to be wholly wrong. I could 
never just set the story aside. On the 
other hand, I do not insist that the rib 
must be a literal rib. These words may 
well give a figurative description of the 
fact that Eve came from the seed of 
Adam and was thus related to Adam by 
the creative act of God. Such an inter- 
pretation, though slightly figurative, 
would be in perfect harmony with what 
the Scripture teaches elsewhere about 
man and fits in extremely well with the 
total context of Genesis. 

For me, personally, the story of Satan 
and the serpent is more difficult. I hesi- 
tate to press either the figurative or a 
wholly literal view upon the account. I 
should insist that a “Serpent” was there 
and that the “Serpent” spoke. It seems 
to me that there is no special reason for 
not taking the snake in literal fashion 
as representing an embodiment of Satan. 
The question with me is one of discover- 
ing by means of a natural exegesis of 
the text what the writer of Genesis really 
said. Whatever he said, I believe, is true. 
Please understand that here, as in the 
case also of my interpretation of the 
Flood, I am speaking only for myself 
and do not wish to implicate my col- 
leagues in the Bible and Philosophy De- 
partment. We are in hearty agreement 
that whatever the written words of 
Scripture really teach is true and comes 
to us with divine authority. 

Mr. Woods: One last question. Could 
we accept as a satisfactory definition of 
Scripture that the Bible is the Word of 
God objectively, apart altogether from 
our reaction to it or otherwise; but that 
the Bible also contains the Word of 
God in the sense that in part it repre- 
sents God directly speaking; and in addi- 
tion to this that the Bible becomes the 
Word of God to the individual sub- 
jectively by the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit? I think this last aspect is the one 
so greatly emphasized by neo-orthodox 
theologians. 

Dr. Kantzer: These phrases which you 
have introduced have become sources of 
grave misunderstanding on the part of 
many today. I personally do not like to 
set them in such violent contrast as is 
often done. I would rather draw them 
together in a manner somewhat like that 
which you have suggested. 

The statement, “The Bible contains 
the Word of God,” is, for example, often 
set over in opposition to the quite dif- 
ferent statement, “The Bible is the 
Word of God.” It is true that the Bible 
contains the Word of God. As you sug- 
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gest, the Bible tells us that God has done 
this and that, or that God has spoken 
to the prophets, and so forth. At the 
same time, without denying this truth, I 
would insist also that the Bible is the 
Word of God; that is, the Bible as a 
whole is the message of God given 
through the prophets to man. 

Another antithesis is drawn between 
the idea that the Bible is the Word of 
God and the alternative that the Bible 
becomes the Word of God. Again, both 
are true. The Bible both is and becomes 
the Word of God. The Bible is the 
Word of God in the sense that it is an 
objectively written statement of truth 
given by inspiration of God. If it were 
not an objective revelation, we should 
have no objective criterion by which to 
judge the truth of God. We should have 
only a subjective standard for distin- 
guishing the Word of God from that 
which is not the Word of God. 

However, there is a very legitimate 
sense in which the Bible becomes the 
Word of God. The Holy Spirit speaks 
directly to the human heart. Sometimes 
orthodox Christians have limited the 
present function of the Holy Spirit to 
an illumination of the minds of men so 
that they may see the truth of Scripture. 
We thus can investigate and study the 
Bible as the Word of God and by His 
help discover for ourselves now, today, 
what God gave to us long ago. That is 
true. The Holy Spirit does illuminate 
our minds so that we may understand 
what God inspired through His prophets 
of old. But that is not the only truth in 
the statement that the Bible becomes the 
Word of God. It is also true that the 
Holy Spirit, who long ago inspired the 
Holy Scriptures in order to constitute 
them at that time as the Word of God, 
also works in the minds and hearts of 
believers today to speak to them of 
what the Bible says. The Bible, there- 
fore, is not only God’s past voice but His 
present, speaking to men as they meet 
His conditions and read thé Scripture 
rightfully in the light of the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance. God now speaks to men 
through this Book. The older theo- 
logians spoke of this truth in terms of 
the Bible as a present means of grace. 

In recent years the neo-orthodox have 
shaken the whole theological world with 
their emphasis upon a Bible that be- 
comes the Word of God. Usually, how- 
ever, they stress the “becoming” to the 
neglect of the idea that the Bible is the 
Word of God. The Bible, they say, is 
the Word of God only in the loose sense 
that it may become the Word of God as 
the Spirit speaks through it. To the con- 
trary, the Bible is the Word of God, not 
because it becomes the Word of God; 
but it is objectively the Word of God 
because God at a time in the past con- 
stituted it so. It also may become sub- 
jectively the Word of God as His Spirit 


now speaks to us through its pages. 

Mr. Woods: Would you say then, Dr. 
Kantzer, that this particular emphasis is 
that which gives significance to this 
statement issued by your department 
concerning Scripture today as compared 
with the view which has been held tra- 
ditionally by Wheaton College down 
through the years? 

Dr. Kantzer: I think perhaps the chief 
significance of our statement is just to 
formulate clearly what the orthodox 
have held down through the years and 
to restate this truth clearly in the light 
of the modern controversies which are 
raging around us. On the other hand, if 
there are any innovations in our state- 
ment when compared with nineteenth- 
century statements on inspiration, they 
probably lie in one of two directions. 
First, we have tried to make clear what 
we mean by “verbal.” Words are symbols 
of ideas and exist for the sake of the 
ideas which they are to communicate. 
Words, moreover, including the words of 
the Bible, convey their meaning only as 
they are related to the particular his- 
torical and linguistic context from 
which they stem. Second, we have, as 
you suggest, emphasized the living Word 
of God as a present work of the Spirit 
speaking to men’s hearts directly as 
they read the pages of the inspired Book. 





THE WHEATON STATEMENT 
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trine. We are steering our thought by 
the clear light of Holy Scripture. As 
faculty members of Wheaton College we 
gladly sign each year a “Statement of 
Faith” which includes the words: “We 
believe in the Scriptures of the Old and 
the New Testaments as verbally inspired 
by God and inerrant in the original writ- 
ing, and that they are of supreme and 
final authority in faith and life.” 

On the other hand, however, ad- 
herence to the doctrine of the divine 
authority of Scripture by no means re- 
stricts our freedom to think realistically, 
constructively and honestly in the light 
of all the facts. Rather we hold this doc- 
trite to be the only possible foundation 
for clear and effective thinking about 
God and man’s relationship to God. 

We believe that when God gave the 
Bible, He did so in order to give men 
correct ideas about Himself and their 
relationship to Him. Since it is mani- 
festly impossible to convey ideas in a 
book except by employing the written 
words of some language, the divine in- 
spiration extended to the written words 
or symbols of Scripture. Verbal inspira- 
tion guarantees accordingly that the 
written words of Scripture convey the 
thoughts which God wished to communi- 
cate and that the thoughts symbolized 
by these words are all true. 


Although God sometimes revealed 
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truth by dictation, inspiration was not 
by any mechanical means. Rather, the 
Spirit of God employed the attention, 
the investigation, the memory, the im- 
agination, the logic—in a word—all the 
faculties of the human authors of the 
Bible. God’s guidance worked through 
the free exercise of the authors’ his- 
torical and theological capabilities. So 
far from being automata or stenog- 
raphers, the biblical writers made their 
own choice of words, expressed them- 
selves in their own style, and revealed in 
their writings their own particular per- 
sonalities. The message which the bibli- 
cal writers proclaimed was decidedly 
their own. God, however, prepared 
them, illuminated them, and divinely 
energized them, so that their prophetic 
message would be at the same time His 
divine message to men. 

This view of the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible, of course, does not preclude 
the use of figurative, allegoric, and sym- 
bolic language. It does not guarantee 
that Scripture gives us technical, specific 
data in current scientific vocabulary. 
Scripture speaks rather in the language 
of the common man of two or more 
millenia ago; but what it speaks, it 
speaks truthfully, whether it employs 
figurative language or literal, whether 
it deals with ethics or with the natural 
world of science. Inspiration does mean, 
finally, that the words of Scripture, al- 
though truly human words, are, none- 
theless, also the very words by which 
God communicates His thought to men. 


The words of the writers of Scripture, 
therefore, properly interpreted in their 
total context and in their natural sense 
according to the usage of their day, 
teach the truth without any error. 

The conclusive evidence that verbal 
inspiration is true may be found in the 
testimony of the God-man, Jesus Christ, 
and of the divinely accredited apostles of 
God. Our Lord Jesus declared: “Scrip- 
ture cannot. be broken” (John 10:35), 
and, “It is easier tor heaven and earth 
to pass than for one tittle of the law to 
fail” (Luke 16:17); and throughout His 
teaching He showed a continuous and 
complete acceptance of the authority of 
every word of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. In refuting the argument of the 
Sadducees, He charged them, “Ye do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures” (Matt. 
22:29); and He rebuked His own dis- 
ciples, “O fools and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have spoken” 
(Luke 24:25). In at least two cases 
(Matt. 22:43-45 and John 10:34,35) the 
whole point of Christ’s argument rests 
upon a single word. In similar. fashion 
the apostles teach the divine authorship 
and irrefragable authority of Scripture. 
The apostle Paul declared that “all 
Scripture is inspired [literally, breathed 
forth or produced] by God” (II Tim. 
3:16). The apostle Peter, as a true dis- 
ciple of Christ, teaches that no part of 
the prophetic words is of merely human 
origin but all of it is of divine origin 
through the use and control of the hu- 
man writer by the Holy Spirit (II Peter 
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1:20,21), 

Since the teaching of both Christ and 
the biblical writers is so unequivocally 
clear, what they teach ought to settle 
the matter for the Christian. Some have 
rejected this appeal to the teachings of 
Christ and His apostles as circular rea- 
soning. Our Lord, hqwever, has ex- 
pressly told us to follow His teaching 
(John 8:13 ff. and elsewhere); and cer- 
tainly no circle is involved unless the 
authority of Christ and His apostles rests 
in turn upon an acceptance of verbal 
inspiration. Such is not the case, for our 
faith in the deity of Christ is grounded 
rather upon the sum of historical, logi- 
cal, and experiential evidences for the 
truth of the Christian faith and in par- 
ticular upon the immediate testimony 
of the Holy Spirit to our own spirits 
that we are truly children of God 
through faith in Him. Belief in verbal 
inspiration, therefore, rests ultimately 
upon these evidences which prove that 
Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God and 
that the apostles are trustworthy 
teachers of doctrine. 

Such a view of the inspiration of the 
Bible fosters textual and historical criti- 
cism, and philological research. By the 
scientific use of correct principles of 
textual criticism the reverent scholar is 
able, in the vast majority of cases, to 
ascertain the original words of Scripture. 
The correct text, as thus secured, serves 
as a reliable basis for exegetical study; 
and its faithful interpretation provides 
man with the very truth of God. 

By adequate historical research the 
Christian scholar, likewise, may investi- 
gate the origin, authority, genuineness, 
date, and authenticity of the various 
books of the Bible. Belief in the in- 
errancy of Scripture does not rule out 
such investigation. It does, however, rule 
out conclusions to which certain his- 
torical critics have come; namely, those 
which contradict anything taught in the 
original words of Scripture. For instance, 
it is obvious that one who concludes 
that Moses did not write the Pentateuch 
cannot hold to the inerrancy of another 
book which specifically declares that he 
did. 

This doctrine of the verbal inspiration 
and inerrancy of Scripture not only en- 
courages research but also is essential to 
theology. Belief in verbal inspiration, of 
course, is not essential to the salvation 
of a man’s soul. We must add immedi- 
ately, however, that it is neither rela- 
tively inconsequential nor merely one 
important doctrine among others. At 
stake is the whole method by which 
orthodoxy builds its theology. Down 
through the. centuries the standard of 
doctrine for all evangelical churches has 
been the Bible. The Bible is the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. In 
its confessions of faith the church pro- 
fesses to derive its system of doctrine 
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from the Bible. Theologies are of neces- 
sity subject to change; being man-made, 
they are not infallible. God’s Word is 
infallible; it is the immutable founda- 
tion of theology. 

Modernism discarded that foundation. 
It sought to found its doctrine at first 
upon the teaching of Jesus alone, later 
upon Christian experience, finally upon 
unaided human reason. 

Neo-orthodoxy seeks to bridge the gap 
between orthodoxy and modernism. It 
sets its foundation ultimately upon a 
Bible that becomes the Word of God as 
the Holy Spirit sees fit now and again 
to use the Bible as an instrument to 
bring men into personal acquaintance 
with Christ, the Living Word of God. 
Valuable indeed is this emphasis upon 
the Living. Word and upon the direct 
meeting with God’s Spirit in the pages 
of Scripture by every reader whose mind 
is illuminated and whose heart is open 
to receive Him. But in its emphasis 
upon the present application of the 
Word to man’s heart, Neo-orthodoxy 
forgets that in Scripture God not only 
speaks, He has spoken. By His work of 
inspiration in the past God constituted 
the Scriptures an objective, written 
Word—His message of truth to men 
whether men respond and listen to His 
voice or whether they do not. 

The church of God must have this 
objective standard by which to dis- 
tinguish true doctrine from false. Only 
thus can it be preserved from an irre- 
sponsible subjectivity which picks and 
chooses at will. 

The doctrine of verbal inspiration, 
therefore, retains the truth found in the 
alternatives opposed to it, avoids their 
logical and spiritual pitfalls, and brings 
the church under the authority of the 
ever-living voice of God, who spoke in 
sundry times and divers manners 
through the prophets, and in those same 
words speaks infallibly in our day, bring- 
ing to men the gospel of God’s abundant 
grace through our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Signed, the faculty of the Department 
of Bible and Philosophy, Wheaton 
College. 
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THIS IS THE VICTORY 
(Continued from page 23) 
mentally Christ’s own words, “Be of good 
cheer I have overcome the world” (John 

16:33). 

How may these things be practically 
experienced? John goes on to tell us, 
“Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?” (I John 5:5). This may be 
regarded as a commentary on the words, 
“These things are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name” (John 20:31). 
The indwelling life of Christ (i.e., His 
Spirit—John 14, etc:) is given to and ex- 
perienced by those who confess Jesus as 
the Son of God, and it is the upsurge 
and predominance of that indwelling 
life that gives victory. Our moments of 
defeat are when our worldly (and not 
necessarily evil) desires are transcending 
our allegiance to Jesus as the Son of 
God. Those worldly or natural desires 
govern with unchallenged authority the 
unconverted, but this authority is brok- 
en at conversion, and sin has no longer 
dominion (i.¢., governmental control) 
over us. Henceforth the measure of sin’s 
defeat is in exact proportion to the 
measure in which we are utterly yielded 
to Christ as Son of God. We can have 
victory whenever we want it, and we can 
enjoy it all the time, if we bring to 
Christ all that we experience in the 
world—its wonderful blessings, great 
temptations, deep sufferings, bitter dis- 
illusionments, thrilling opportunities 
and achievements—and say to Him, 
“You are my Lord; please give me grace 
that this thing may be a means to a 
closer walk with You.” 

This is the victory that overcomes 
the world. 
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THE GIFT STILL WAITING 
(Continued from page 22) 
sustenance for the family until their 

eventual return to Nazareth. 

In contrast to the wise men, the 
visit of the shepherds involves no gifts. 
Their story is charmingly simple. Watch- 
ing their flocks by night, they were sud- 
denly aware of a shining glory and the 
presence of an angel who revealed to 
them the birth of Christ on this wise: 
“Fear not, for behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.” (Luke 2:10-12.) Then,-fol- 
lows the heavenly anthem, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 

What were the shepherds to do? What 
did they do? Like the wise men they 
sought out the Child; not, in their case, 
to bring gifts, though yet “glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them.” 

There had been a prelude to all this. 
When Joseph and Mary arrived at the 
inn, there was no room for them, and 
they had to take up quarters in the 
stable. Here the child was born and 
laid in a manger. 

Perhaps this illustrates the attitude of 
the world today. Christ’s birth is cele- 
brated by the giving of gifts, but few, 
like the wise men, give gifts to Him for 
the furtherance of His purposes. It is 
more a mutual giving among friends 
and relatives. 

A few, like the shepherds, seek Christ 
to worship Him and acknowledge Him 
as Savior and Lord, but many are like 
the innkeeper and have no room for 
Christ. Probably in his case there was 


| the physical circumstance of the .inn’s 


being already occupied, but he has be- 
come emblematical of those whose hearts 
and lives are filled with other interests 
and concerns and who ignore the mean- 
ing of the advent of Christ and neglect 
to receive Him as Savior. 

Some years ago Vaughn Shoemaker, 
the noted Christian cartoonist, had a 
poignant and significant cartoon in the 
Chicago Daily News. It showed a cross 
with a package at its base marked “SAL- 
VATION.” The caption was, “The Gift 
Still Waiting at the Tree.” 

“For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 
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MODERN ENGLISH 
(Continued from page 21) 
ing it as Communistic and introducing 
a law against it. Here was either shame- 
less naiveté or shameless hypocrisy. 


But people are inclined to be suspi- 
cious of translations of the Bible as well 
of sermons which are rendered in simple 
present-day English. The objection is 
that they do not sound reverent. Actually 
this means that such people are im- 
pressed by the incantation quality of the 
language, something E. B. White once 
wistfully referred to as “the long sweet 
words with the holy sound.” In all hon- 
esty such people should admit this and 
not go on pretending that they are being 
informed at the same time. 


The American anthropologist Edward 
Sapir once put it this way: “There is an- 
other sense in which language is a social- 
izer beyond its literal use as a means of 
communication. This is in the establish- 
ment of a rapport between the members 
of a physical group, such as a house 
party. It is not what is said that matters 
so much as that something is said.” 


Perhaps this is somewhat extreme. But 
it often does not matter greatly what is 
said, so long as it is said in the comfort- 
able, reassuring, familiar language that 
one associates with public worship. How 
much more fitting it is for a minister to 
have a helpmeet than to have merely a 
wife. The absurd lengths to which this 
flight from intelligibility may go was 
rather interestingly illustrated by an ad- 
vertisement which appeared several years 
ago in a denominational paper. It read: 
“On January 3, 1952, it behooved our 
heavenly Father to take our church 
building from us through fire.” The 
theological implications of this are tan- 
talizing, but the defect is obviously a 
matter of English. The crux is this word 
behooved, which means “it was neces- 
sary.” The writer was obviously indulg- 
ing in “pious-type” language in which 
meaning is sacrificed to effect and in this 
particular language behoove turns up 
rather often. It occurs for instance in 
“It behooves us to come unto Thee . 
and the poor fellow assumed, not un- 
reasonably, that it was a solemn way of 
saying “it pleases us.” 

In the denominational groups which 
entered the United States by way of an- 
other language than English there has 
been a kind of “cultural lag” since the 
linguistic acclimation had to proceed by 
two stages. First there was the transition 
from the foreign langauge to American 
church language, and finally from 
church-ese to more normal forms of the 
language. In this respect there is per- 
haps more of a latent expression of “not- 
belonging” than many of us are willing 
to admit. And if this is true, then the 
reluctance to accept a more modern 
idiom is pretty much in character with 
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the “come ye out from among” senti- 
ment which is in conflict with the other 
“go ye forth into.” 

When we teach people to write accept- 
able English the first essential is motiva- 
tion. They must want very much to use 
this acceptable English. The rest is then 
relatively easy. Similarly those who have 
in their hands the affairs of the church 
must sense that they have been entrusted 
with the message of Almighty God and 
that this must be said as plainly as pos- 
sible, not hidden under the bushel of an 
archaic language. 

But in teaching acceptable English we 
also have to draw up lists of particulars 
to show students which specific uncon- 
ventionalities they are using. So instruct- 
ed, it is hoped that they will then: eforth 
mend their ways. In an analog’-us {fash- 
ion we may also point out some of the 
less fortunate items in pv'!,iu and press 
use and trust that a word to the wise 
will do. 

Suppose we come back for just a mo- 
ment to thee and thou. Historically you 
was used for more than one person 
(making “Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
we thank Thee . . .” ungrammatical) 
and thou for just one. The King James 
Bible is consistent in this (cf. Matt. 5, 
6). During the thirteenth and fourteenth 
century there rose in England the prac- 
tice of addressing royalty as you. This 
courtesy was extended to more and more 
people until everyone was elegant, in- 
cluding children and small animals. Gen- 
eral custom never did get around to ac- 
cording this dignity to God, and the re- 
sult is that many people now consider 
thou to be a pronoun of respect. It is 
true, there is a problem here. In the RSV 
thou is used in prayers, and you else- 
where. In France the Roman Catholics 
address God as vous and the Protestants 
use tu. Many young people, one ob- 
serves, seem to fall rather naturally into 
using you in their devotional services 
and even in public prayers so that there 
is hope that this may eventually solve 
itself. But it needs encouragement. 

One could list many more strictly 
grammatical items. Some phrases seem 
to have become inextricably lodged in 
the language as elegant variations of es- 
sentially ordinary things. Why now 
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should have become ‘this morning hour” 
r “the evening hour of this day,” is 
puzzling, unless it is for effect. Some of 
the evangelical churches have aban- 
doned these for “just now,” which has 
the virtue of being shorter. Grammati- 
cally the same effect can be obtained by 
using the so-called present progressive 
of the verb. There are other washed-out 
phrases. We are not so materialtistic as 
to enumerate results. They must be 
“fruits of one’s labors.” To say “gentle- 
men” has unpleasant overtones of what 
is called “the business world” or “the 
realm of commerce and industry.” Ac- 
cordingly other people are always “es- 
teemed brethren.” 

And then there is the so-called passive 
voice which relieves the writer of saying 
who did this or that. The emphasis is al- 
ways on the activity; rarely on the per- 
son or persons responsible for the activ- 
ity. 

It must be clear by this time that the 
problem of ecclesiastical cant or church 
“trade talk” is not a simple one. It can- 
not be remedied merely by injunctions 
against specific words or phrases or con- 
structions. It is a complex state of mind. 

As we suggested earlier, a specific type 
of language corresponds to a specific 
social group. We feel comfortable when 
we hear language most nearly like our 
own. A regional accent may be exotic or 
interesting, but we trust the people who 
talk like us. There is a hidden danger 
here, especially in matters of worship. 
Once we have this specialized language— 
this “religious-type” utterance—we easily 
take the next step by assuming that 
language conformity is to be equated 
with “belonging” in a spiritual sense, 
where it merely indicates “belonging” 
in an ethnic or a social sense. The result 
has been that a great deal of dreary 
twaddle and pointless platitude has 
passed for “sound Calvinistic preaching” 
simply because it was framed in the 
familiar language. And we have often 
been wary of sermons that were delivered 
in a more contemporary idiom. 

Whether the state of mind or the 
language comes first is difficult to say. 
Each influences the other. 

Further speculation here can only 
raise painful questions—whether the es- 
sential unrealness of such language is 
basically a “retreat from actuality,” an 
unwillingness to face the facts of twen- 
tieth-century life. Why is it, on the other 
hand, that in those linguistic islands 
within the Reformed denominations 
where pastors and laymen have depart- 
ed from the prescribed idiom one seems 
to perceive a slackening of this ethnic 
tension? Perhaps some “distinctiveness” 
may be lost, but the particular type of 
distinctiveness affected may not be a 
serious loss. 

(This article is reprinted, with permis- 
sion, from the Reformed Journal). 
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FUNDAMENTALISM’S FACADES 
(Continued from page 17) 


a few examples within this realm. I think 
of our traditional interpretations of the 
Scriptures. There are such matters as de- 
tailed dispensationalism, the interpre- 
tation of certain prophetic Scriptures, 
and the program of our Lord’s Second 
Coming. In these realms and many 
others, iet each man be persuaded in his 
own mind, but, at the same time, let us 
ever be open to new thoughts that may 
come to us. It is so easy to judge others 
who do not agree with our interpreta- 
tions, and it is easy also to miss bless- 
ings which God would bring to us 
through new light and new ideas with 
regard to many portions of the Bible. 

I think, too, ot the traditional attitude 
toward Bible translations in some circles. 
There is a tendency to come to think 
of the King James Version as an in- 
spired translation. Being a missionary 
changes the wnole picture, as one is 
thrown into contact with fresh and 
different translations in another lan- 
guage. As a missionary, what a shock 
it was to me a couple of years ago to 
come to the United States from the 
mission field right into the midst of 
the controversy over the Revised Stand- 
ard Version. Some of the extreme state- 
ments made with regard to this new 
(and imperfect, like all other transla- 
tions) version simply amazed me, and 
what could be said when a copy of 
this version was burned publicly in the 
East! Had I returned to the United 
States, or was I still in a land where 
the Scriptures are little known and less 
loved? Dear friends, let us welcome all 
translations. They give a new richness 
to God’s matchless revelation. You can- 
not bind the Word of God within a 
traditional translation, however revered 
it may be. 

Another aspect of the facade of tradi- 
tionalism is that related to the tradi- 
tional shibboleths common among 
fundamentalists. Shibboleth, you will 
recall, has come to mean “‘a test word or 
pet phrase of a party.” The origin of 
the word is found in Judges 12, where 
Jephthah determined who were true 
Israelites and who were Ephraimites by 
the way one and the other pronounced 
this Hebrew word. The latter had 
trouble pronouncing it correctly, always 
saying, “Sibboleth.” We use expressions 
in prayer that easily become shibboleths, 
so much so that if these expressions are 
not found in the prayers we hear, we 
are sure a heretic is leading us in wor- 
ship. We have a certain theological 
terminology, which easily becomes a set 
of shibboleths. He who does not use the 
exact words, “Are you saved?” or, “the 
new birth,” or, “the blood of Christ,” 
in every sermon. or conversation on 
things Christian, is “liberal” or in error. 


December 1956 


These words are beautiful, without 
question, and they are excellent biblical 
expressions in which to couch the 
wondrous truth of our faith. Yet we 
must be careful not to permit their 
being lowered to mere shibboleths. 

Yes, let us be traditionalists in keep- 
ing the Faith of our Fathers, but let 
us ever guard against the letter which 
killeth. 


The Facade of Separatism 


The third facade which I should like 
tv mention is what we might call the 
facade of separatism. ‘There is, of course, 
a separatism which is vital, as we seek 
to be separated unto the Lord, follow- 
ing after holiness. But I am thinking 
now of a separatism which is actually 
a facade, fine looking at first glance, 
but actually wrong. In Romans 2:19, 
Paul alludes to the exclusiveness of the 
Jews, an exclusiveness which had lost 
the spirit of a people separated unto 
the Lord. Paul writes, “[Iiou] art con- 
fident that thou thyself art a guide of 
the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkness. . .” This attitude of spiritual 
superiority had led to an aloofness 
that was anything but right. 

Fundamentalism’s erroneous separa- 
tism is seen in both our relations with 
fellow Christians and our relations to 
the world about us. As regards our 
fellow Christians, how prone we are 
to look askance at the “non-funda- 
mentalist” or at the Christian who does 
not hold exactly the views we hold. On 


numerous occasions in the past twelve | # 


years I have experienced personally this 
mistaken separatism. On learning that 
I am a missionary, more than one person 
has asked, “And with what Board do 
you work?” Upon saying that I am 
under one of the large denominational 
boards, not infrequently I feel a very 
noticeable coldness ensue, and a seem- 
ing wall separates two believers who 
know and love the same Lord. How 
much Christian fellowship we miss be- 
cause of this facade, and how many 
times we miss opportunities of helping 
to deepen the life of a fellow Christian, 
I realize this is a debatable subject, and 
I respect the opinions of those who call 
fellowship with Christians who are other 
than out-and-out “fundamentalists” 
compromise. But at the same time I 
would ask for liberty to say that such 
an attitude appears to me as a facade 
of separatism. 

This facade also tends to be seen in 
our attitude toward those who do not 
known Christ, toward our worldly neigh- 
bors and business associates. If Jesus 
came to our town and ate with “publi- 
cans and sinners,” I wonder if many of 
us would not join the scribes and 
Pharisees in asking, “How is it that he 
eateth and drinketh with publicans and 
sinners?” Should Jesus hear our ques- 


tion, he would undoubtedly rebuke us, 
answering, “They that are whole have 
no need of the physician, but they that 
are sick; I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:16, 
17). How important. it is that we have 


more contact with our friends of the . 


world in order that through us they may 
be attracted to our wonderful Lord! 


The Facade of Evangelism 


It almost sounds heretical even to 
mention the fourth facade, for I have 
called it the facade of evangelism. I 
can hear someone saying, “Evangelism 
is the very life of the Church of Christ.” 
Certainly I agree fully, and yet, even 
here, the danger of a facade enters into 
the picture. Little by little we are 
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awakening, but we have been prone 
to carry on a restricted evangelism, a 
one-sided outreach, thinking only in 
terms of man’s spiritual needs, but not 
seeking to face up to his physical needs. 
We have condemned the so-called 
“social gospel,” and rightly so, for it is 
onesided, too, and one-sided in a much 
more dangerous way. Certainly our 
spiritual message is the basic aspect of 
the gospel. Nevertheless, the gospel 
does have very definite social implica- 
tions, and the true evangelistic spirit 
must go out to the whole man. And yet 
so often we lack the compassion of our 
Lord toward the multitudes in their 
physical (as well as spiritual) needs. 
Not infrequently we explain away 
man’s physical needs, as we come up 
against them. We have a light way of 
attributing social and racial inequalities 


to che providential racial distribution in 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. It is easy to 
go too far in our theological thinking 
on the sovereignty of God, as we say, 
“It can’t be helped, after all. Their 
destiny is one, poor things, and ours is 
another.” And then we have a rather 
glib way of feeling that, when all is 
said and done, things will finally be 
adjusted in Heaven. 

Oh, to be moved to compassion by 
the awful facts of our world, and then 
to do something about these facts, even 
though that something may seem small! 
Can we sit serenely by when we know 
that a typical Chinese worker earns only 
$40 a year, or when we realize that in 
many parts of our “modern” world only 
10 per cent of the population can read 
and write, or when we contemplate our 
life expectancy of 67 and compare it 
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to many countries where the expectancy 
is 35, or when we are informed that 
in millions of homes around this world 
an average of from three to five children 
out of ten die in childhood. Let me 
recommend to you the picture story by 
Arthur Goodfriend, The Only War We 
Seek, published by Americans for Dem- 
ocratic Action. For both the Christian 
and the American this is a magnificent 
presentation of the world’s awful need 
and of the vital importance of our doing 
something about it if we hope to carry 
any appreciable weight or if we wish 
to speak effectively within the context 
of this most amazing revolutionary age. 

Let us thank God for such an effort 
as the World Relief Commission of the 
National Association for Evangelicals, 
which is at least a move in the right 
direction. 1 sometimes think that if our 
fundamentalist interest in man’s spirit- 
ual need should be a rebuke to liberals, 
so the liberal emphasis on man’s physical 
need should rebuke us. God’s Word is 
very clear, as it states, “Do good unto 
all men.” “Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.” “Inasmuch 
as ye did it unto one of the least of 
these...” “. . . Jesus . . . went about 
doing good... .” 

God grant us an uneasy conscience 
as we think of the world’s unequal 
social conditions, of what we have and 
others have not, of the hunger, strife, 
and suffering on every hand. We have 
a wonderful gospel, which is, indeed, 
the answer to all the world’s need. Let 
us seek to apply it to the whole man, 
not excusing ourself a whit! 

Brethren, let us examine ourselves. 
Have we been guilty of a religion of 
facades in some spheres? May the Spirit 
of God speak to us, working in our 
hearts as He wills. 

Carlos Quintero is a humble, poor, 
Colombian Protestant Christian. lt was 
a glorious day when he met Christ and 
his whole life was transformed. It was 


| a wonderful day, too, when he was 





united in marriage with a sweet Chris- 
tian girl whom God brought into his 
life. I often made pastoral calls on their 
home in Bucaramanga. In fact, I knew 
every room of their little house, all four 
of them! To me their house was a 
parable of their life. In accord with the 
municipal law, the front of the house 
was an unspotted white, but it didn’t 
stop there. Every room, every corner, 


| was clean and neat. The Lord who was 
| Lord of their lives was Lord of their 


house in a most practical way. May 
Carlos Quintero’s Lord have His perfect 
way in your life and mine that we may 
be free from any aspect of the facade- 
life. Christ’s claims reach into every 
room of our heart and life. He yearns 


tha: we be Christian through and 


through, in every thought, in every 
word, in each act, in each attitude. 
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MAKING JESUS MASTER 
(Continued from page 15) 


This is vividly brought out in the 
twenty-first chapter of Exodus where 
regulations are laid down concerning the 
practice of slavery in Israel. Motivated 
by love, a slave might decide to become 
forever the absolute possession of his 
master. Hence we read: “If thou buy 
a Hebrew servant, six years he shall 
serve: and in the seventh he shall go out 
free for nothing. If he came in by him- 
self, he shall go out by himself: if he 
were married, then his wife shall go out 
with him. If his master have given him 
a wife, and she have borne him sons or 
daughters; the wife and her children 
shall be her master’s and he shall go out 
by himself. And if the servant shall plain- 
ly say, I love my master, my wife, and my 
children; I will not go out free: Then 
his master shall bring him unto the 
judges; he shall also bring him to the 
door, or unto the doorpost; and his 
master shall bore his ear through with 
an awl; and he shall serve him forever.” 
What is the salient feature in this pas- 
sage? The slave’s avowal, “I love my 
master . . . I will not go out free.” 
When a slave chose to say that, then 
by voluntary self-surrender he became 
forever the absolute possession of his 
master. And that is what we Christians 
must do if we would have Jesus as our 
Master experientially. Frances Ridley 
Havergal has caught the spirit and 
meaning of this spiritual transaction in 
her oft-quoted lines: 


I love, I love my master, 
I will not go out free; 
For He is my Redeemer, 
He paid the price for me. 


My Master shed His life blood 
My vassal life to win, 
To save me from the bondage 
Of tyrant self and sin, 


Rejoicing and adoring, 
Henceforth my song shall be, 
I love, I love my Master, 

I will not go out free. 


Now that is what we as Christians must 
do in order to have Jesus as our Master 
in deed and in truth. We must become 
His absolute possessions by right of ded- 
ication. We must be His and His alone. 
We must belong to Him without any 
strings attached. We must belong to 
Him not to ourselves. We must belong 
to Him not to our own ambitions. We 
must belong to Jesus not to our own 
desires. We must belong to Jesus not to 
our own interests. We must belong to 
Jesus not to our families. We must be- 
long to Jesus not to our country. We 
must belong to Jesus not to the world. 
We must belong to Jesus absolutely. 

Can we, then, look up into His face, 
and exclaim sincerely, “Master!” 
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In the second place when a Christian 
intelligently addresses Jesus by this title, 
it signifies adoring love. 

Most movingly the emotional depth 
of this. name is brought out in one of 
the supreme dialogues in world litera- 
ture. Not in Sophocles, Dante, or Shakes- 
peare will you read anything which 
touches the heart as deeply as the simple 
conversation recorded in the twentieth 
chapter of John’s Gospel, verses fifteen 
and sixteen. Mary has.come to the gar- 
den as dawn is breaking. Finding the 
tomb empty and thinking that the body 
of her Lord has been stolen, she sobs 
disconsolately. Jesus addresses her: ‘“‘Wo- 
man, why weepest thou? Whom seekest 
thou?” Mary, imagining Him to be the 
gardener, says, “Sir, if thou hast borne 
him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 


him, and I will take him away.” Then, 
with sheerest artistry John writes: “Jesus 
saith unto her, Mary. She turned her- 
self, and said unto him, Rabboni; which | 
is to say, Master.” What a moment of 
soul-thrilling revelation! “Mary . . . Mas- 
er.” And as Mary breathes out that 
name, one of the most dramatic utter- 
ances in all the New Testament, she 
breathes out her heart at the same time. 
In that name is gathered up the ocean 
fullness of her adoring love. 

To appreciate this, suppose we rapidly 
sketch out the background of her re- 
lationship to Jesus. To start with, we 
learn in Luke the seventh chapter, verses 
thirty-six through thirty-eight, that Mary 
in her adoring love for Jesus was willing 
to take her costliest possession and break 
it in sacrifice at His feet. Listen to 
Luke’s account: “And one of the 
Pharisees desired him that he would eat 
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with him. And he went into. the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 
And, behold, a woman in the city which 
was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 
sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
And stood at his feet behind him weep- 
ing, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs 
of her head, and kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment.” 
Though we are not told who this sinful 
woman was, we may quite safely con- 
jecture that it was Mary, a woman with 
a guilty past, a miserable present, and 
a bleak future. And yet that woman, 
motivated by love, took her costliest 
possession, an alabaster box of oint- 
ment, and poured it out on the Savior’s 
feet. 

Next, we learn in this same chapter, 
verses forty-seven through fifty, that 
Mary’s love for Jesus was made doubly 
strong by the sweeping forgiveness of 
all her sins. “Wherefore I say unto thee, 
Her sins, which are many, are forgiven: 
for she loved much: but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little. And 
he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
And they that sat at meat with him 
began to say within themselves, Who is 
this that forgiveth sins also? And he 
said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace.” What music can 
rival in soul-tingling beauty the music 
of this life-cleansing promise, a guar- 
antee of sweeping forgiveness? 

Again, in the nineteenth chapter and 
verse twenty-five of John’s Gospel we 
learn that Mary in her adoring love 
courageously “stood by” her Master 
when He was betrayed, denied, set at 
nought, and forsaken in cowardly 
fashion even by Simon Peter. “Now 
there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdal- 
ene.” 

Once more, in chapter twenty and 
verse one of this Gospel we learn that, 
because of her adoring love, Mary re- 
fused to abandon Jesus in spite of 
blasted hopes and shattered dreams. She 
had thought, together with the other 
disciples, that Jesus would be the con- 
quering Messiah. Instead He had been 
crucified, and He was lying in the tomb 
—so she imagined—a broken corpse. He 
had disappointed her; He had let her 
down; He had broken her heart. Yet in 
her adoring love she would not give 
Him up. “The first day of the week 
came Mary Magdalene early, when it 
was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre.” She came in love to minister 
a final time to the Christ who had 
spoken peace to her soul in His word 
of sweeping forgiveness. 

In addition, prompted by her adoring 
love, Mary was willing to attempt the 


impossible, something which lay coni- 
pletely beyond her strength. For accord- 
ing to the fifteenth verse of this same 
chapter, she said to Jesus, mistaking 
Him for the gardener, “Sir, if thou hast 
borne him hence, tell me where thou 
hast laid him, and I will take him away.” 
Of course she could not have done that. 
She could not have moved the body of 
Jesus without help. But in her love she 
was at least willing to attempt that im- 
possible task. 

Such, then, was Mary’s adoring love 
for Jesus—a love ready to take its costliest 
treasure and break it in sacrifice at His 
feet, a love made doubly strong by the 
sweeping forgiveness of all her sins, a 
love willing to stand by when He was 
betrayed and forsaken, a love which in 
the hour of dark sorrow and stunned 
despair refused to give Him up, a love 
which prompted her to attempt for His 
sake that which in her own strength she 
could not do. And all of this adoring 
love came to a breathless focus as in the 
garden on that first Easter morning 
Mary, a sob catching in her throat, ex- 
claimed, “Master!” 

In view of this can we look up into 
the face of Jesus and sincerely call him, 
“Master?” Do we love Him with an 
adoring passion? Do we love Jesus with 
a love which is willing to take life's 
costliest treasure and break it in sacrifice 
at His feet? Yes, life’s costliest treasure, 
whether it be a child, our own ambition, 
our pride, our little achievements, no 
matter what! Do we love Jesus with a 
love which has been made strong by the 
sweeping forgiveness of our sins? We 
stumble, we fail, we disobey, yet again 
and again He speaks the word of assur- 
ing pardon, “Thy sins are forgiven.” 
Oh, how much we ought to love Him! 
Do we love Jesus with a love which 
clings to Him when all around us He is 
being set at nought? Perhaps among our 
relatives, maybe in the shop where we 
work, sometimes in college circles there 
may be misunderstanding, ostracism, 
and contempt because of Jesus. Never- 
theless, do we in love stand by? Do we 
love Jesus with a love which remains 
true even when He seems to be a failure 
and disappointment, even when He has 
apparently broken His promises, even 
when He leads us through soul-crushing 
experiences of frustration and despair, 
even when the tears fall and darkness 
settles down upon our lives? And do 
we love Jesus with an adoring love 
which is prepared to attempt the evi- 
dently impossible for His sake, giving 
our utmost, yes, and far beyond that for 
Him? Do we love Jesus with an adoring 
love? Can we look up into His face and 
like Mary exclaim in breathless worship, 
“Master!” 

Ill 


In the third place, when a Christian 
intelligently uses this title, it signifies 
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ardent obedience. Ardent obedience— 
notice that! Not an obedience which is 
coerced and reluctant, but an obedience 
which is full of joyful and spontaneous 
enthusiasm! For the touchstone of His 
mastery over our lives is what? Obedi- 
ence. As He says in John’s Gospel, 
chapter fourteen and verse fifteen, “If 
ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
Ardent obedience, in short, reveals 
whether or not Jesus is truly our Mas- 
ter, a Master whose least desire has for 
us all the force of binding law. Do we 
obey Him, and do we obey Him ardent- 
ly, with respect to the triple command- 
ment that we live in self-denying hum- 
bleness, self-denying holiness, and self- 
denying helpfulness? 

Consider His command regarding self- 
denying humbleness. It is set forth in 
the thirteenth chapter of John’s Gospel, 
which tells us what Jesus did in the 
upper room. He was God almighty, the 
Creator of all the cosmos, yet He “laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, 
and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded” (4,5). Jesus did that. He did 
not wash the feet of earth’s outstanding 
personalities, its sovereigns, statesmen, 


and scholars; no, He washed the dusty | 


feet of farmers and fishermen. And hav- 





ing done that, He said, “If 1, then, your | 


Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye ought also to wash one another's 
feet. For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done unto 
you” (14,15). Are we willing to live in 
the same spirit of self-denying humble- 
ness, forgetting our pride, our place, our 
prestige, counting it life’s most enviable 
opportunity to perform the most menial 
service for the most inconspicuous 
people round about us? Do we obey that 
command? Is Jesus really our Master? 
Consider also His command regarding 
self-denying holiness. Paul sums it up 
in II Timothy, chapter two and verse 
twenty-one: “If a man therefore purge 
himself from these, he shall be a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified and meet for the 
master’s use, and prepared unto every 
good work.” What are the sins from 
which a man must purge himself? The 
reference in the context is backward 
to verses seventeen and eighteen where 
the apostle speaks of Hymenaus and 
Philetus, men who were teaching error 
in the church. So if we would live in 
self-denying holiness, we must practice 
ecclesiastical separation, cutting clean 
from all Christ-dishonoring affiliations. 
But the reference in the context is like- 
wise forward to the twenty-second ‘verse 
where Paul admonishes, ‘Flee also 
youthful lusts.” In other words, we must 
practice ethical separation, cutting clean 
from Christ-dishonoring affections. And 
it is only as we thus purge ourselves 
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ecclesiastically and ethically that we 
have a right to address Jesus as our 
Master. 

Consider finally His command regard- 
ing self-denying helpfulness. The tenth 
chapter of Luke is illustrative at this 
point. Verse twenty-five relates that “a 
certain lawyer stood up and tempted 
him saying, Master, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” That lawyer, a 
professional theologian, whose business 
it was to interpret the Old Testament, 
addressed Jesus as Master, but he was 
apparently unwilling to follow out the 
teaching which our Lord gave in reply 
to his inquiry, “And who is my neigh- 
bor?” For Jesus told the parable of the 


Good Samaritan, a man who was willing 
to go out of his way to help a stranger, 
and a despised and hated stranger at 
that; a man who was willing to spend 
money and time to help a mongrel 
heretic in his hour of need. Jesus con- 
cluded the parable by declaring that, if 
we are to call Him Master, we must 
imitate the good Samaritan who showed 
mercy: “Go thou and do likewise.” And 
hence, unless like the good Samaritan 
we are willing to live in self-denying 
helpfulness, we have no right to call 
Jesus our Master. 

Are we obeying Him, therefore, and 
are we obeying Him with alacrity? Do 
we live in self-denying humbleness and 








“Daddy Won't be 
Coming Home Again” 


HEN a little boy who dearly loves his 
daddy is deprived of that parent through 


suicide, he often suffers a wound in his soul 






















that may never be heaizd! Daddy’s home-com- 
ing always looked for with shouts of “Daddy's 
home, Mommy!” is explained with the tragic 
words “Daddy won‘t be coming home again. 

All too often the mother has a complete 
nervous breakdown and loss of faith as she 
struggles to buy food, badly needed clothes 
and pay the rent. If there’s ever a time when 
mother and child need the knowledge of 
GOD’s love, human sympathy and understand- 
ing it is when they have been left after a 
suicide. 

You can help a child or distressed mother 
from a suicide-connected home through your 
gift to the National Save-A-Life League which 
for 50 years has rendered service through a 
religious approach to suicide prevention and 
helping unfortunate victims of suicide. Please 
pray for our live-saving work in the Lord’s 
name and send your gift. A contribution in any 
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NATIONAL SAVE-A-LIFE LEAGUE, INC. 
505 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


YES, | want to help a needy child get a new start in life; enclosed is my contribution of 
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in self-denying holiness and in self-deny- 
ing helpfulness? Can we sincerely call 
Jesus our Master? 


Years ago, when the evil institution 
of slavery still obtained, a young African 
prince was kidnapped from his home 
and brought to the United States. He 
was very carefully reared, well fed and 
well educated, in order that eventually 
he might command a high price at a 
public auction. On reaching his eight- 
eenth birthday he was a strapping young 
man, unusually keen-minded, and still 
remembering his African home and his 
position there as the king’s son. One 
day le was led down to the market and 
placed upon the block for sale. While 
the dealers examined him as though he 
were merely an animal or a piece of 
furniture, the young Negro writhed with 
indignation, hardly able to keep back 
his tears of wrath. He kept exclaiming 
over and over, “I’m the king’s son. I 
won’t be anybody’s slave! I won’t be 
anybody’s slave!” But the bidding began 
and soon became spirited and exciting, 
because of the slave’s strength and in- 
telligence. A stranger, appearing on the 
scene, entered into the bargaining, in- 
tent, it seemed, upon buying the young 
man. No matter how much anyone else 
bid, the stranger kept raising his offer 
until finally at an unusually high price 
he won out. As he led the boy away 
from the crowd, the helpless Negro with 
indignation and vehemence still kept 
repeating, “I won’t be anybody’s slave. 
I won’t be anybody’s slave, I tell you!” 
When they were some distance from the 
market-place, the stranger turned to 
the boy and said, “Son, I’m an abolition- 
ist. When I saw you standing there to- 
day, my heart went out to you, and I 
decided to buy you no matter what it 
cost. So I bought you to set you free.” 
The young Negro was unable to believe 
his ears. He blinked incredulously, his 
face contorted. The abolitionist re- 
peated, “Son, I’ve bought you to set you 
free.” The truth broke upon the, heart 
of the Negro. Sobbing in gratitude, the 
tears running down his cheeks, he sank 
upon his knees, wrapped his arms 
around the body of his liberator, and 
cried, “Master! Master! You bought me 
to set me free! I'll serve you forever.” 

We are free Americans.: We have 
never groveled under the heel of a dicta- 
tor. We rejoice in all our democratic 
rights and privileges. Yet we who are 
now Christians were once the slaves of 
sin and wrath and hopelessness. And 
in love Jesus Christ bought us with His 
own precious blood, and in love He 
bought us to set us free. What can we 
do, then, except fall on our knees before 
His cross, look up into His thorn- 
crowned face and exclaim with unspeak- 
able gratitude, “Master! Master! You 
bought us to set us free. We will serve 
you forever!” 
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JAPAN PERSPECTIVE 
(Continued from page 11) 


are rude, uncultured, and ignorant. I 
know that this article will be read by 
many missionaries in Japan; those who 
will be angered by it are probably best 
described in the preceding sentence, and 
those who take it to heart are probably 
those who need it the least. 

A missionary cannot succeed in Japan, 
or anywhere else for that matter, unless 
he has learned to love the people with 
whom he is working, and if a missionary 
is to love the Japanese, he must under- 
stand and love their culture. As im- 
portant a preparation as learning the 
language would be thorough study of 
the history of Japan—its long civiliza- 
tion, its literature, its slender, tender 
art, its flower arrangement, its tea cere- 
mony, its code of politeness and gentle- 
ness. 

Too often an American tourist in a 
great hurry will enter a cloisonné shop, 
look at a score of vases, choose one, and 
hurry to the next shop to buy other 
tourist articles made for the trade. To 
such a customer the Japanese will 
never display his choicest works. When 
one enters slowly, hesitates to touch an 
article, exclaims at that which is beauti- 
ful, and compliments the clerk on the 
fineness of his wares, the owner himself 
will come forward. When the customer 
comments on the loveliness of Japanese 
art, remarks how delicate is the brush 
stroke on a certain article, or admires 
the fineness of design in a piece of 
lacquer, the dealer will open a box and 
show him a more beautiful piece. 

A friend of mine visited a Japanese 
shop about once a week for several 
months before the owner asked him to 
sit down and drink tea while rarer pieces 
were brought out for his inspection. 
The dealer knew that his visitor’s bud- 
get did not permit purchase of such 
items but, having judged that he was 
not of the swine, he was willing to dis- 
play his jewels. And even though he 
knew there would be no sale, he knew 
also that gentle hands would caress his 
objects of beauty, so he willingly paid 
for the tea. 

Moreover, the proportion of souls who 
can see beauty is a thousand times 
greater in Japan than in America. 
Every Japanese child spends approxi- 
mately six years of his life learning to 
make the brush strokes necessary to 
adeptness at writing the characters of 
his language. These are of such intricate 
design that practically every person in 
the country is a minor artist by the 
time his schooling is finished. Thus, men 
labor in little shops to create dreams of 
beauty for their masters to sell. And 
they are happiest when they know that 
something they have made will be per- 
haps the only item of furniture or adorn- 
ment in a Japanese home. 
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Understanding this, one begins to see 
the problem of the missionary. In the 
United States it is possible, but not 
likely, for an untutored preacher from 
the wilds of the Ozarks to exert a deep 
spiritual influence on the professors of 
Harvard, Duke, Vanderbilt, Yale, or 
Stanford University. It is even less likely 
for such a man to be effective in Japan, 
because his lack of culture would be 
even more evident when translated than 
when exhibited in the rawness of his 
native tongue. 


A godly United States Army chaplain 
repeated to me the remark of a mis- 
sionary who said, “I don’t know what's 
the matter. I think I am going crazy!” 
The chaplain, struck by the seriousness 
of the man’s tone, discussed with me 
the statistics of the high incidence of 
neuroses and psychoses which send so 
many missionaries home from Japan 
after very short terms of service. We 
came to the conclusion that one of the 
principal causes is that too many of 
these missionaries have been trained in 
that school of thinking which is highly 
emotional and which holds that the 
number of conversions depends on the 
zeal of the missionary instead of the 
sovereign grace of God. Such a state of 
mind must inevitably lead to frustra- 
tion or to escape into dream world 
statistics. 

The statistics of missionary work in 
Japan published in the United States 
since World War II are obviously false. 
In fact, it may be said that they are 
grossly false. Articles you may have read 
about great revival are simply not true. 
The stories of thousands of souls saved 
are not true. Those who have circulated 
these statistics are not liars; they have 
been shamefully deluded. Such is the 
story of the GI who returned to Japan 
with a sound truck and an interpreter 
and obtained five thousand converts in 
one year; though told in all honesty, the 
story is accepted by no one here. 

At Karuizawa I stood before several 
hundred missionaries and asked them 
to give me the facts on some phases of 
work in Japan. Was there one person 
in the group who believed the statistics 
published in the United States about 
“results” in Japan? Not one. Did any- 
one there believe that one man with 
a sound truck had been the means of 
saving 5000 Japanese in one year? No. 
Was there a missionary present who 
believed that 2800 people had been 
saved through the circulation of a single 
tract, the printing of which had been 
paid for by a dear man of God who 
had a zeal for God but without knowl- 
edge? None answered. 

Incidentally, putting my arm around 
this dear man of God, I gently rebuked 
him for publicly criticizing the China 
Inland Mission. He had declared that 
the Mission was not worth supporting 
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because statistics showed that 
not winning souls at a very high rate. 
Such misguided criticism stems from the 
doctrine that the saving of souls de- 
pends in part on our efforts, instead of 
being the work of the Holy Spirit alone. 
Although it is true that He has ordained 
that the gospel shall be preached by us, 
the results are in the hands of God. It 
is just as important that I preach the 
truth to a man who rejects it, as to a 
man who receives it. God will quicken 
where He wills. 

It must have taken rare yieldedness 
to the Lord on the part of Zwemer and 
other missionaries to the Arabian Gulf 
area to pass decades of quiet living and 
wide proclamation of the gospel and 
win less than a dozen converts in half 
a century. Those who work in Japan 
must be so yielded and be grateful to 
Him for allowing them to see some true 
fruit of their labor. 

Still another cause of imbalance comes 
from lack of the doctrinal preparation 
so necessary to work in a land domin- 
ated by Satan in Buddhism and Shinto- 
ism. I have purposely omitted‘ shrines 
and temples from the scenes of unfor- 
gettable beauty because, to us, they can 
never be other than vile and Satanic. 
There are demons behind even the small 
roadside shrines and in the god-shelves 
in the houses. The Hebrew of Psalm 
96:5 says, “All the gods of the nations 
are demons”; while I Corinthians 10: 
19-20 shows that all sacrifices of the non- 
Christian world are received by demons. 
And certainly principalities and powers 
must occupy the main shrines of Meiji, 
Ise, Kyoto, Nara, and Nikko. 

In the providence of God, the eight- 
year-old Chevy of a missionary friend 
wheezed to a stop as we entered a town 
of one hundred thousand population 
during a field trip. Across the sidewalk 
was a Shinto shrine and, next to it, the 
shrine of the fox god worshipped by the 
farmer. Auto repairs took an hour and a 
half, which gave us opportunity to walk 
in the nearby streets and visit the shrines. 
As we approached the grimacing stone 
foxes, we stopped short, and I prayed 
aloud: “O Lord, we come to Thee by 
the new and living way, through the 
blood of Jesus Christ, into the holiest of 
all. Here in the place where demons 
dwell and men without excuse bow 
down to horrible images made in the 
likeness of beasts, we rejoice that we 
have immediate access to Thee and that 
Thou art Lord of all. Beat back the 
powers of darkness that are here, and 
accept the praise that comes to Thee 
from redeemed hearts.” And then we 
felt led to pray for those who were in 
the caretaker’s house—that the Holy 
Spirit might, in His own time, do His 
quickening work and bring them from 
death into life. When one doesn’t know 
the language, it is necessary to throw all 
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the burden on the Lord and expect 
Him to fulfill His purposes. 

One of the most controversial points 
in Japanese Protestantism is this matter 
of shrine worship. Before World War II, 
the Shinto shrines were under the gov- 
ernment, and the Emperor was declared 
to be the direct descendant of the sun 
goddess. To bow to him was to bow to 
God. After the war, he was declared to 
be only a man, and Shinto worship was 
separated from the State. But the bow- 
ing is ingrained in Japanese culture. 
The vast majority of Japanese homes 
contain god-shelves next to the ceilings, 
for nothing can be above them. When 
apartment houses and two-story resi- 
dences were introduced, there was great 
agitation because tenants of upper floors 
would be living above the gods on the 
first floor. This problem was neatly 
solved by placing on the ceiling little 
bits of white material marked “clouds”; 
thus the gods were fooled into thinking 
that there was no one living above 
them! 

Tragically, some modernistic Protes- 
tant leaders have countenanced shrine- 
bowing and the god-shelf. Often Protes- 
tant funerals are marred by the burning 
of incense before the picture of the 
deceased. Veteran missionaries told me 
that there is scarcely a congregation in 
Japan that does not have some members 
who still retain their god-shelves. Such 
practices are frowned upon by evan- 
gelicals, and it is the policy of most in- 
dependent missions not to baptize a 
convert until he has removed the god- 
shelf from his house. 

A year or two ago, I published a news 
item in our “Window on the World,” 
in which I stated that the Japanese 
Prime Minister was a Protestant, that 
his bowing at the shrines was considered 
merely an act of patriotic duty like 
saluting the flag or laying a wreath on 
the tomb of the unknown soldier. I 
now learn that I was misinformed; the 
Prime Minister was never a Protestant 
but was and is a Unitarian. Shrine-bow- 
ing should be utterly condemned. With 
shrine worship and god-shelves the true 
Christian can not compromise. 

There are about four hundred mis- 
sionaries in Japan who have been sent 
by the major denominations and ap- 
proximately sixteen hundred who have 
come to Japan with the independent 
missions. The four hundred are largely 
in the cities, working at institutions such 
as schools, colleges and hospitals. The 
sixteen hundred are mostly engaged in 
evangelization. In both groups, of 
course, there are exceptions. 

In the troubled days preceding and 
during World War II, the military 
powers forced all Protestantism to form 
one union. The Japanese word for 
“union” is Kyodan. It must be admitted 
that the Japanese detested the leaders 
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of this union who, for the most part 
played along with the military during 
the war and even bowed at the shrines 
of devil worship. Many faithful pastors 
who refused to comply were imprisoned 
—some for a few weeks, some for months, 
and a few for several years. When the 
war was over, some denominational 
boards were all ready to act. They had 
formed an inter-board committee (IBC) 
which came with funds, supplies, and 
missionaries, accepted the Kyodan as 
their channel for work in Japan, and 
have not deviated from this policy. How- 
ever, the “union” fell apart; the Epis- 
copalians, Lutherans, Southern Presby- 
terians (in part), Baptists, and several 
others left it at once, and a year or two 


later one third of the Japanese affiliated 
with the Northern Presbyterians did so. 
The Kyodan, although called the union 
church, is therefore nothing but another. 
denomination composed of the Methoa- 
ists, Congregationalists, two thirds ot 
those who had been with the Northern 
Presbyterians, and a scattering of others. 

In an attempt to unite the dispersed 
forces, a Japan Christian Council has 
been formed; it is composed of the 
Kyodan and many of the groups which 
formerly belonged to that union. Because 
the sixteen hundred missionaries who 
are not with the boards are not in the 
council, there is the anomalous situa- 
tion in which the majority of Japanese 
Christians are in the council, but most 
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of the missionaries. are not. It must be 
admitted, however, that the number of 
Japanese Christian groups affiliated with 
the independent missionaries is growing 
more rapidly than are the old-time 
churches, many of which show losses in 
membership. 

One extremely bad feature of all this 
confusion is that the large funds avail- 
able through the boards for publication 
work is expended by the editorial com- 
mittee of the council (which is wholly 
Japanese controlled) almost entirely on 
liberal theological works. An examina- 
tion of the catalog of publications which 
have appeared during the past five years 
shows books by Brunner, Tillich, Nie- 
buhr, other liberal theologians, and even 
Bultmann; almost no works of deep and 
lasting value have been published. On 
the other hand, the evangelical mission 
societies are printing some important 
conservative works, and more are being 
translated. The evangelicals, however, 
do not have the generous budgets for 
printing that are available to the liberals. 

One of the finest projects we saw in 
Japan was on the northern island of 
Hokkaido where the Kyodan is doing 
splendid work through two Northern 
Presbyterian missionaries, one of them 
a California Nisei with a Nisei wife. 
This is an agricultural and dairy col- 
lege manned entirely by Christian Jap- 
anese, most of whom have been trained 
in outstanding American universities. Al- 
though only 5 per cent of the students 
were Christians when they entered, 50 
per cent of the graduates to date are 
baptized Christians. So far as I know, 
this constitutes the largest percentage of 
converts in any mission institution in 
Japan. 

A veteran Presbyterian missionary 
told me that the churches established by 
the Mino mission, now headed by Miss 
Elizabeth Whewell, doctrinally are the 
best-grounded Japanese Christians he 
has ever met, although the mission is 
extreme in its policy of separatism. 

The largest number of missionaries in 
any one mission are those under the 
Evangelical Alliance Mission, better 
known by the initials TEAM. Almost 
10 per cent of the entire missionary force 
is affliated with this independent group, 
which is ecumenical or interdenomin- 
ational, depending on your vocabulary. 
There are Presbyterians, Baptists, and 
members of many independent American 
bodies. Very flexible in its governmen- 
tal policy, TEAM lends one missionary 
to the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship; 
two to the Word of Life Press, and still 
others to specialized mission works. 
Some of TEAM’s leaders are held in 
high respect, which is important in a 
country where the entire professing 
Christian community is less than one- 
half of one per cent of the total popu- 
lation. Under such conditions, the price 
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of denominationalism is very high. The 
more TEAM cooperates with the evan- 
gelical elements in the old-line missions, 
the better for the cause of Christ in 
Japan. 

The doors are wide open. Properly 
prepared missionaries, who know Christ 
and the truth of the gospel, who know 
the people with whom they work, and 
who truly love the people and their 
land, can reap a rich harvest. Baptists 


in Sendai put a one-inch advertisement 
into the daily newspaper and receive 
approximately six hundred requests for 
their correspondence course. When their 
limited office force sights a slackening 
of the resultant correspondence, another 
advertisement is inserted, and the mail- 
bag is filled again. The Lutherans have 
a widespread broadcast and follow 
through with a correspondence course 
that reaches many thousands. If we have 


nes mentioned all the faithful works 


and workers, it is because there is no 
room to do so; this report is based pri- 
marily on the small number that we 
personally observed as we passed through 


Japan. The amount of work that remains. 


to be done is incalculable. It can only 
be accomplished as we obey God’s com- 
mand and pray the Lord of the Harvest 
that He will send forth laborers unto 
His harvest. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


of not only the entire African Challenge 
staff but of the leaders on the field and at 
home. . . . Within the year following its 
first proposal in Nigeria more than $30,- 
000.00 came in to the Mission from friends 
in North America as well as the $8,000.00 
from Australia and New Zealand. 

The African Challenge began in July, 
1951, with a circulation of 5,000 (carried 
over from the West African Christian which 
it replaced) and the month before Mr. Shaw 
finished his ministry with the African Chal- 
lenge (Nov., 1952) the printing order was 
for 23,500. Since then the number has grown 
to 150,000. 

In November, 1952, Brother Harold 
Fuller, one of a new but efficient staff of 
missionaries and Africans, assumed the re- 


sponsibilities of Editor and is now Editor- 
in-Chief not only of the English edition of 
the Challenge but also of the Yoruba Chal- 
lenge, a similar magazine in the vernacular 
of a large Nigerian tribe. This Yoruba edi- 
tion (in keeping with the principles and 
policies of the Sudan Interior Mission, es- 
tablished in its beginning by Dr. R. V. 
Bingham) now has a trained Yoruba Chris- 
tian man, Pastor James Bolarin, as its edi- 
tor and this paper has already reached a 
printing of some 40,000 copies per issue. 

... In January, 1957, the Yoruba Chal- 
lenge will be increased to 50,000 and it is 
anticipated that this will reach 75,000 in 
1957. As soon as Africans from other tribes 
can be trained as editors Challenges in other 
vernaculars are being planned. 

Knowing that you would not want any 
of your readers to be misled by the review 
published, nor any unfavorable reaction to 
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Boys and girls, lacking experience in solving life’s problems, are 
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lives God’s way as boys and girls snuggle up to them and confide 
that they have haunting fears and towering problems. 


But what happens when Teacher or Counsellor isn’t around to help? 
And what about the boys and girls who haven't yet warmed up to 
a mature Christian—then who gives them godly personal advice? 


Across America thousands of wise ‘superintendents and teachers 
have found that a paper called MY COUNSELLOR is a wise 
counsellor of boys and girls 9 to 13 years of age. Every week a 
host of Juniors and young Intermediates snuggle up to this paper 
which whispers wise advice and helps them build strong Christian 
character. For the unsaved, adventure. stories and interesting articles 
point the way to personal salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
. . . For the Christian boy or girl; exciting stories clearly counsel 
concerning rights and wrongs in the Christian's walk. 


who will each week advise them right. 
Besides MY COUNSELLOR, Scripture 
Press publishes colorfully illustrated Sun- 
day School papers for other age groups: 
BIBLE-TIME for 4's and 5's 

PRIMARY DAYS for ages 6 to 8 

POWER for teens and young adults 
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come to the S.I.M. I felt you should have 
these facts. I would appreciate it if you can 
see fit to give this additional information 
to your readers. 
M. A. Darroci 
Home Director, 


Sudan Interior Mission 

ETERNITY greatly respects the commend- 
able and widespread endeavors of the mis- 
sionaries working under the aegis of the 
Sudan Interior Mission, largest of the in- 
dependent societies. We trust this letter 
from Dr. Darroch will correct the possible 
impression that the book review under dis- 
cussion was meant to be an attack on S.I1.M. 
—Eds. 


S.D.A. THANKS 


. . - Words will never be able to express 
my appreciation to you and Mr. Martin 
for the great step . . . taken in telling our 
friends in the evangelical churches that 
$.D.A. are sincerely trying to be Christians. 
I have been a member of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church. The doctrine of Christ our 
Righteousness is basic in my belief. 

H. R. KEHNEY 
Alma, Mich. 


. . . This is the first time I have known 
our church to be appraised objectively, 
fairly, and honestly. In our association with 
evangelical Christians we have of course 
wished that they might see things as we 
do, but honor their right to disagree. The 
thing that has often astounded us is their 
cruel distortion of our beliefs, especially 
our faith in Christ as our sin-bearer, and 
their intolerance toward us generally. Some 
of our young people have not been permit- 
ted to enroll in Moody Bible Institute for 
even piano lessons, because they were not 
accepted as Christians. The Biola Bible 
Institute in Los Angeles will not carry the 
current issues of ETERNITY in its book stores 
because of this series of articles. Perhaps 
we Adventists are to blame for this intoler- 
ant attitude. . . . We are glad that our 
‘present leaders are doing so much to cor- 
rect past mistakes and give the world a 
more correct impression. 

Francis F. Busu 
Glendale, Calif. 


PAGAN SURVIVAL 


The note, on page nine of your September 
issue, concerning pagan fear of a god’s 
jealousy of their children reminds me of an 
incident in London in the autumn of 1945. 

Like other GI’s I found that having my 
laundry done by English women, rather 
than by the army laundry, meant that I 
would be sure to get back my own apparel. 
One evening when I was calling for my 
clean wash, I got to asking about the wash- 
lady’s three-year-old grandson, an attractive 
blond child, who was about the age of my 
own son, whom I had not seen for a year. 
“How tall is he?” I asked. “I don’t know,” 
she replied. “Haven’t you measured him?” 
I persisted. “If you measure him you'll be 
measuring him for a shroud,” she responded 
ominously. So here was a pagan survival 
in the cockney part of London only eleven 


years ago. 
Leonia, N. J. 


Josern R. Duntar 
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“... Give light to those that sit in darkness”—Luke 1:79 


wie will share in our LORD'S burdens for these relatively unevangelized and unreached mission fields? Hun- 
dreds of millions in this area suffer the hunger for peace of mind and heart that Christ alone can bring. Without 
Him they will perish. Our missionaries in the Philippines, India, Pakistan, Iran and East Africa need increased sup- 


port and additional laborers. Christian literature projects and Bible training schools essen- 
tial to evangelism lack sufficient funds. Will you “give light to those that sit in darkness”? 


Write for your FREE current issue of “Eastern Challenge” 
which brings you interesting reports direct from missionaries. 
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Those old folks you love 

will thank you every day for the big, 
easy-to-read type in this compact Text 
Bible. French Morocco. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. 3 


colors. 514 x 74%4 x 14%”. $15.00 


The beginning student 


will be inspired to serious study with 
a de luxe edition of the Pilgrim Bible. 
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That young person 

you're proud of will welcome this Sco- 
field Reference Bible. French Morocco, 
leather lined. Concordance. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. 5% x 
84% x %”. Red or black. $18.00 
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ored illustrations, Presentation Page 
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‘= Oxford Americas Gift Bible since 1675 
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